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FOREWORD 


Barisal Sava Samiti have been taking pains to find 
materials on the history and culture of Barisal before 1947 
and bringing the same within the easy reach of the interested 
readers. In the process they are devoting a lot of attention 
on Aswinikumar and his contemporaries who had been 
responsible in building up a spirit of national re-generation 
and Hindu-Muslim unity in Barisal. Personality of Aawini- 
kumar influenced many all-India leaders as days passed and 
it is therefore thought desirable that everything relating to 
this great son of India should be researched into most 
carefully and published. 

The present record, compiled from the Government 
archives, is a faithful account of what passed behind the 
deportation of Aswinikumar and others under Regulation III 
of 1818, This account gives us a long list of forgotten 
names yho had suffered and sacrificed for the nation. It 
also shows how the higher echelons of the British rulers 
could take a dispassionate and circumspect view of political 
trends and how they used caution and moderation dealing 
with persons like Aswinikumar. 




Echo Or Aswinikumar’s 
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Deportation 

Home Political August 1907 No. 106—11 

106. Letter from the Govt, of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam, Nob 206-C, dated the 3rd July, 1907, 
submitting a proposal to place Babn Aswiniknmar 
Datta in confinement as a State prisoner under the 
provisions of Begnlation III of 1818. 

EnoloBnres to the above— 

(i) Letter from the District Magistrate of 
Baokerganj, dated the 17th June, 1907. 

(ii) Memorandum on Babu Aswinikumar Datta, 
dated the 20th June, 1907. 

(iii) •List of speeohes delivered by Babu Aswini- 
kuraar Datta and of the meeting at which he presided. 

(iv) General information about Aswinikumar 

(v) Summary of the speeches delivered by 
Aswinikumar Datta. 
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(vi) Report by the Magistrate, Barisal, on the 
affairs at Jhalakati. 

(vii) Report by the District Magistrate on the 
oaBe of a Panchayat. 

(viii) Diaries of the Superintendent of Police, 
Baokergunj for the weeks ending the 15th and 22nd 
Jane, 1907. # 

(ix) Address presented to Babu Aswinikumar 

« 

Datta at Kaukhali. 

107. Letters to the Government of East Bengal 
and Assam No 1796,dated 17th July 1907, stating that 
the Government of India are nnable to approve of the 
proposal. 

108. Letter from the Government of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam, No. 263-C dated the 12th July 
1907, forwarding oopy of a confidential diary by the 
District Magistrate, Baokergunj for the wee£ ending 
29th June 1907. 

Enclosures to the above— 

Confidential diary by the District Magistrate, 
Baokergnnj, for the week ending 29th June 1907, 
and enolosers. 

109. Telegram to the Govt, of Bast Bengal and 
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Assam, No. 1862, dated the 22nd July 1907, referring 
to paragraph 6 of the above diary and stating the 
Govt, of India strongly deprecate any Bhop for the 
sale of Liverpool Salt being started by the Govt, or 
by its officers under Govt, auspices. 

110. Letter from the Govt, of East Bengal and 
Assam. ^ No. 266-C dated the 18th July 1907, 
forwarding copy of a confidential diary by the District 
Magistrate, Baokergnnj for the week ending 6th 
July 1907. 

Enclosures to the above— 

Confidential diary by the District Magistrate, 
Baokergnnj for the week ending 6th July 1907. 

111. Letter from the Govt, of East Bengal and 
Assam, No. 349C dated the 10th August 1907, 
submitting an explanation with regard to the proposed 
opening of a shop at Pirojpur for the sale of Liverpool 
Salt. 

Proposed Deportation of Babu Aswinikumar Datta 
, under Regulation III of 1818. 

Confidential Diaries by the District Magistrate, 
Baokergunj, for the weeks ending the 19th June and 
•ih Jyly 1907. 
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Opening of a shop at Perojpur for the Sale of 
Liverpool Salt. 

i 

From the Govt, of East Bengal and Assam, 
No. 206-C, dated the 3rd July. 

Demi-official No. 216, dated Shillong, the 5th July 
1907. 

From—The Honourable Mr. H. Le. Mesurier, 
0.1. E., Officiating Chief Secy., to the Govt, of East 
Bengal & Assam. 

To— Sir Horald Stuart, K C. V. 0., C. S. I, 
officiating Secy, to the Govt, of India, Home Depart¬ 
ment. 

I am to address yon with reference to my confi¬ 
dential letter No. 206-C of the 3rd instant. Should 
the Govt, of India accept Sir Lancelot Hare’s 
proposals made therein for the arrest and confinement 
of Baba Aswiniknmar Datta, the question will arise 
as to the best means of removing him from Barisal, 
and I am to suggest that if the Govt, of India should 
•select Burma for his future residence, it would be 
•convenient that he should be conveyed thither on 
{board the Royal Indian Marine Steamer Guide. 
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There is no direot railway communication between 1 
Barisal and Calcutta, and the Government launches! 
stationed there are not suitable, or even safe, in the] 
big rivers of the District at this season of the year. 
It would, therefore, seem advisable that the guide 
should come up through the Snndarbans, as near to 
Barisal as her depth of water will permit, and that 
the prisoner should be taken on board in the 
Govt, launch, under a sufficient escort by the military 
police at Barisal. 

3. Mr. Ryland, officiating Deputy Inspector- 

General of Police, will have occation to visit Calcutta 

\ 

during the next few days, on duty connected with the 
River Police launches, and I am to suggest that if the 
Govt, of India approve, he should make the necessary 
enquiries from the Marine Department and work out 
arrangements, so that if the Govt, of India order the 
arrest, the Guide may be sent to the pre-arranged 
place without loss of time. 

4. I am to ask that, should this suggestion be 
approved, you will kindly inform me by cipher 
telegram. 

Submitted. There are papers in the Director of 
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Criminal Intelligence’s office about Aswinikumar 
Datta. Attention is invited to the Secretary of 
State’s telegram, dated the 1st July 190T. in £. C. 
Pal’s case. 

C. C. S—10-7-07. 

The case for deportation is not a strong one. It may 
he granted that Aswini Babu’s agitation does tend to 
promote internal commotion, hut experience seems to 

r 

show that danger can be met by increasing the police 
force. The presence of even a couple of constables 
at a hat has prevented disturbances, and there seems 
ample evidence in these papers that an adquate police 
force would sufficiently counteract the influence of 
Aswini Bahu. It is quite possible that his deportation 
might not produce so good an effect for others may 

carry on his work after he has gone. I would levy 

■«* 

the cost of the whole of the additional police required 

upon the inhabitants of the distriot as a whole under 

« 

section 15 of the Police Act, and give liberal exemptions 
under sub-section (5) of that section in favour of 
individuals or olasses who are opposed to the stirring 
up of strife by this boycott and Swadesi agitation. 
The “expalanation” to section 15 makes it dear that 
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we shall be able to tax the Hindu landlords, whether 
resident or absentee, we have done much to foster 
the agitation by refusing to allow foreign goods to be 
sold at their hats. 

2 . The 'Volunteers’ can be rendered harmless by 
orders under section 107 and 144 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, and it appears from these papers 
that good results have already been obtained by such 
action. 

3 . Finally, it should not be impossible to oatch 
Aswini Babu tripping if a very strict watch is kept 
on bis movement, and if intelligent endeavours are 
made to obtain information about his doings from 
Mahommedans and Namasudras—two classes whom 
the agitators wish to win over. A Musalman or 
Namasudra agent would, therefore, have little 
difficulty in obtaining access to Aswini Babu’s 
meetings and a conviction under the ordinance should 
then be* possible. Proceedings might also be taken 
under pection 107 of the Criminal Procedure Code if 
his secret meetings do in fact lead to a breach of 
the peace. 

4. Until we have exhausted the resources of the 
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« 

ordinary law it would not be proper to apply the 
Regulation unless there were an immediate danger 
of internal commotion which could not otherwise be 
prevented- Deportation is a very easy remedy, and 

i 

every instance in which it is used will increase the 
demand for it. That tendency must be resisted and 
District officers must be made to understand that they 
will not be allowed to substitute a measure of very 
exceptional .character for the ordinary Law. The 
Secretary of State’s unwillingness to allow the 
deportation of Bipinchandra Pal shows that he would 
almost certainly refuse his assent in this case, which 
does not seem to be nearly so strong. 

H. A. STUART, 

I entirely agree. 11-7-07 

■ 

Public political A. July 1907, No 181—185 

After the Secretary of State’s pronouncement in 
Bipinchandra Pal’s case it would be hopeless to ask 
for the deportation of Aswani Babu. 

Eastern Bengal and Assam should be addressed as 
iq Secretary’s note. It might be added that we do 
not understand why sufficient evidence cannot be 
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obtained to prosecute 4 (1) of the ordinance. He has 
apparently been holding public meetings and 
addressing crowds from his boat in the open air. 
Surely evidence is avoidable of this fact among a 
population that is mostly Mahommedan. 

H. A. DAMSON 
ll-T-07 

. H. A. STUART 

11-1-07 

I entirely agree. As Secretary says deportation 

* 

is a very easy remedy, and the mere fact that we have 
exercised in it two cases is apparently encouraging 
local Governments to advocate it without any 
consideration of existing conditions. The Secretary 
of State would certainly not agree to it in the case of 
Aswini Babu, but that is not the point we have to 
consider , the question iB whether we, as the Govt, of 
India, should sanction his deportation: in my 
opinion certainly not: to justify deportation we must 
have exceptional circumstances, likely to prove 
immediately dangerous : there is nothing of the sorb 
in this case. Things may get worse than they are 
now, and we may have to go in for exceptional 
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remedies, but under present conditions we must trust 
to the enforcement of the ordinary law. I am sorry 
to say that in the present case, as well as in others 
we bad before us, there seems to have been a lack of 
initiative on the part of the local Governments, and a 
* want of appreciation of the fact that much must 
depend on their own energy. We must be thoroughly 
prepared to support them and to give them all they 

r 

ask as to police force to strengthen their executive. 
I think they have ample force at their disposal; but 
on the other hand, they must understand clearly that 
they are primarily answerable for the peace and order 
-of their administrations. 

I agree with Honourable Member that Eastern 
Bengal and Assam should be addressed in the sense 
of Secretary’s note. 

Draft for approval M. INTO 

' 13-7-07 
H. A. Stuart 
16-7-07 
H. A. Damson 
16-7-07 
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No. 107 Letter to the Govt, of East Bengal and 
Assam No. 1796, dated the 19th July 1907 

No. 108 Letter from the Govt, of East Bengal and 
Assam No.* 253-C dated the 12th July 1907* 

Submitted hi information. G. G. 6. 

17-T-07 

Paragraph 6 of District Magistrate’s report. It is 
to be hoped that the authorities are opening a shop 
for the Bale of Liverpool Salt. The caste and religious 
objections to the use of such Salt are not altogether 
unfounded, and it would he a grievous mistake for the 
Govt, to press its sale in any way. All we should do 
is to see that people who want to buy it, when it is 
available, are not prevented from doing so. 

2. I cannot understand why it should be difficult 
to obtain evidence of Aswini Babu’s meetings, but 
we have already addressed the Local Govt, on that 
subject 

3. His Excellency should see. 

H. A. STUART 
18-7-07. 
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We shonld enquire further about paragraph 5 of Mr. 
Hughes—Buller’s diary. It is not desirable that 
Govt, should start a shop for the sale of Liverpool 
Salt. It is extra-ordinary that a remark of this nature 

r 

should have been passed without comment by the 
Govt, of Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

H. A. Damson 
19-7-07. 

H. A. Stuart 
19-7-07. 

I quite agree with Honourable Member that it is 
extra-ordinary. Unless I misundrstand paragraph 5 
of the confidential diary, the proposal to start a shop 
for the sale of Liverpool Salt under Govt, auspices 
seems to me sharply preposterous, and we should 
enquire at onoe about it. 

I am sure we have every desire to support local 
Govts, but this is the third file I have had before me 

r 

to-day in whioh, in my opinion, the lack of judgement 
of the local Govt. ( E. B. & A.) is apparent. I am 
afraid we must supervise their action. 

M. INTO 
20-7-07 
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A draft telegram to E. B. A A is submitted for 
approval. 

H. A. STUART 
22-7-07. 

H. A. DAMSOlf 
22-7-07. 

Telegram to the Govt, of East Bengal and Assam., 
No. 1862, Public (Political), dated the 22nd July 
1907 

No. 109. 

From the Govt, of E. B. & A., No. 266-C., dated 
18th July 1907. 

No. 110 

Submitted for information. His Excellency may see. 
It is not perhaps necessary to send a copy of the paper 
under consideration and also of the previous corres¬ 
pondence to the India office. 

O. O. S.—25-7-07. 

G. Fell 
26-7-07 

Please put up our letter in whioh we expressed 
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Approval of the issue of vernacular notices to correct 
false reports and misapprehensions. 

H. A. Stuart 

« 

37-7-07. 

Please see onr demi-offioial letter Wo. 201 dated the 
10th July 1907. to the Govt, of E. B* A A-, put up 

C. C. S.,—27-7-07 

H. A. Stuart 
30-7,07 

H. A. Damson 
% 31-7-07 

H. A. Stuart 
1-6-07. 

Approved, but I think our letter No. 1796, of July 
17th, was just what was wanted. 

M. Into 
7-8-OT 
H. A. Damson 
8 ^- 07 . 



Echo of Aswinikumar’s Deportation 


15 


Letter from the Govt, of E. B. & A., 

Dated the 10th August 1907. 

No. Ill Snbmitted for information. His 
Excellenoy may see. 

C. C. S. 

15-6-07 

G. Fell 

16-8-07 
H. A. Stuart 

17-8-07. 

H. A. Damson 
17-8-07 


M. Into 

18-8-07 

Confidential Diaries by the Magistrate of Barisal 
for the week ending the 29th June and the 6th July 
1907. . 

Opening of a shop at Pirojepur for the Sale of 
Liverpool Salt. 

No. 206-C, dated Shillong, the 3rd July. 1907 

From—The Honourable Mr. H. Le Mesurier, 

0.1. E., I. C, S.» officiating Secretary to the Govt, of 
E* B & AOttaroafp Public Librajff 
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To—The Secy, to the Govt, of India, Horn 
Department. 

I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor t< 
submit to the Govt, of India, the enclosed proposal fo: 
placing Babn Aswinikumar Datta, of Barisal, in the 
District of Backergunj, Zamindar, and Proprietor oi 
the Brajo Mohan Institution, in confinement as a 
State Prisoner under the provisions of Regulation III 
of 1818. 

2. The prposal has been made by Mr. R. B. 
Hughes—Buller, the District Magistrate, undei 
circumstances which the recent fortnightly reports to 
the Govt, of India will, to a large extent, have 
explaineed, and His Honour finds that it is Btrongly 
supported by the Commissioner, Mr. R. Natham, 
C. I. E., and Hohourable Mr. H. Savage, C. S. I., 
first Member of the Board of Revenue, who was 

i « 

himself for six yearB Magistrate and Collector of the 
Barisal District, and afterwards for several years* prior 
!io his appointment to the Board of Revenue, the 
Commissioner of the Division, within which the 
District of Backergunj is comprised. The Director 
>f Land Records, Mr. N. D. Beatson Bell, C. 1. E., 
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who as Collector and as Settlement Officer has known 

* * ' 

’the district for many years continuously, also confirms 
the other officers’ estimates of the extent of Babu 
Aswinikumar Datta's influence, and the manner in 
<vyhich it is being used. The Lieutenant-Governor 
himself Berved for many years in the adjoining 
district of Dacca, and for some time as Commissioner 
of the division, and his personal knowledge of local 
ooaditions confirms the opinion of his officers. 

3. In the first place, tbe scene of Babu Aswini¬ 
kumar Datta’s operations lips in a specially dangerous 
locality. The Govt, of India are aware that the 
Backergunj district has for many years borne an evil 
reputation for the turbulence of its inhabitants and for 
the readiness with which they take human life or inflict 
grievous injury in persuit of their disputes over land, 
or other subjects of private quarrel, and in September 
1896 the frequency and wantonness of murder had 
reached such a pitch that the Govt, of Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie was oompelled to issue orders disarming 
the district, besides taking, other special measures. 
Daring the 11 years that have elapsed there has been 
-a considerable diminution in the number of murders, 

1 4 4 I 
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especially murders by gun-Bhot, and some Blight 
modifications have accordingly been made in the 
original order of total disarmament, but it haa not 
yet been found possible to place the district on the 
same footing as the Zemindar of Eastern Bengal in 
respect of the possession and use of fire-arms. 

In the same connection, I am to invite a reference 
to the Bengal Government’s letter No. L* B. 287, 
dated 21st January 1899, to the Government of India, 
with which were submitted proposals for the survey 
and record of rights throughout of its inhabitants* 
The Govt, of India accepting these views, the survey 
and settlement was shortly afterwards commenced, 
and is only now being terminated. 

4. Barisal, the head-quarters of this dangerous 
district, prides itself with justice on being the focus of 
sedition in East Bengal. Working steadily from this 
centre in the midst of an infiamanable population, the 
agitation organised and led by Babu Aswinikumar D^tta 
has, aggravated the normal conditions of insecurity, 
until the situation h&B become one of peril, whioh 
may, at any time, culminate in riots far more 
widespread and violent than the outbreaks which have* 
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recently been suppressed in the Mymensingh District. 
In two years* endeavour Babu Aswinikumar Datta 
and his band of agitators have succeeded in installing a 
spirit of hostility to Govt, and hatred of the Europeans 
into the' great majority of the Hindus, and they $we 
now making deliberate efforts to excite Similar feelings 
among the ignorant and turbulent Mahomedan 
peasantry, by appealing to their fanaticism and 
lawlessness. 

5. The case drawn up by the District Magistrate 
proves beyond doubt that Baba Aswinikumar Datta 
has led a seditious agitation without intermission for 
the past two years, that he is becoming increasingly 
verulent and unscrupulous in his appeals to anti- 
British. feeling and in his endeavours to exite open 
rebellion agianst His Majesty’s Govt, and that he is 
now prepared to defy the law. His recent systematic 
tour of sedition, synchoronizing with the visit paid to 
Barisal at his request by the hired Mahomedan 
agitator, Leokat Hossain, indicates that he is 
following a concerted plan. His Honour would have 
had no hesitation in ordering the prosecution of Babu 
Aswinikumar Datta for the venous offences against 
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the State of which he appears to have been guilty, had 
there been any possibility of obtaining evidence 
against him which could be produced in court. 

Bat the reports of the officers detailed by the 
District Magistrate show that he has taken the utmost 
pains to avoid any possibility of his speeches being 
overheard by police officers in disguise, or by persons 
who might be induced, whether from public Reeling, 
or, in the hope of reward, to report to the authorities 
what takes place at his meetings. These tactics, 
especially when the meetings are held ,at isolated 
villages far from the District Magistrate’s head¬ 
quarters, successfully defeat the provisions of sedition 
of the Regulation of Meetings Ordinance I of 
1907. The ordinary procedure by judicial prosecution, 

therefore, provides no means of checking these 

$ 

seditious propaganda. 

6. The gpneral report of the District Magistrate 
and the report of the “volunteer agency”, which is 
also enclosed with his letter further shows that Babu 
Aswiuikumar Dutta’s mischivous activity is not 
-confined to speeches, or to the convening of secret 
jneetings, but that he has organised an efiefetnal 
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system of terrorising over those who might be inclined; 
to resist his dictation, and in particular, over the 
shopkeepers and petty traders in the various markets 
all over the district, and over the peasants who come 
in on market days to make their ordinary purchases : 
in faot, he has established a private police to enforce 
his decisions even where they are at direct 
variance with those of the legally constituted 
authorities. 

7. The Govt, has been forced, in order to prevent 
the excitement, created in the mass by a single 
individual, from culminating in open rebellions 
outbreaks, to maintain large number of special police 
at head quarters, and at various places in the 
interior. At the same time of the creation of the new 
Province, it was found necessary to bring down 100 
military polioe at Barisal, from the rftiddle of 
November to the end of December 1905, and at the 
same time in consequence of assaults upon the 
District Magistrate and upon the Assistant Settlement 
Officer, additional police were quartered for several 
months upon the inhabitants of the villages of 
Banaripara and Madhabpasa. Again* as the result of 
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an agitation against exporting rice, which was 
promoted by some professors of the Braja Mohan 
College daring the early part of the current year, a 
boatman was stoned to death by the villagers of 
Uzirpur, and it was found necessary to again quarter 
additional police on that area to prevent further 
attacks upon boats. Latterly, another similar force 
has been stationed in the large commercial bazar of 
Jbalakati, which a few weeks ago was occupied by 
the volunteers organised by Bahu Aswinikumar 
Datta, and commanded by one of the professors of 
his college. At the present moment 100 Gurkha 
Military Police are again stationed at Barisal, and tbe 
armed Police Reserve has just been increased from 

50 to 100. These last two measures being 

* 

necessiated by the general condition of the district, 
and especially by the organisation at head-quarters of 
a large force of volunteers, who have shotfn 
themselves to be prepared to turn out armed with 
lathis and ready for disturbance. 

8, After very careful consideation of all the 
abo*e facts, the Lieutenant-Governor agrees in the 
opinion of the local officers that in Bahu Aswinikumar 
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Datta is centred the mainspring of the present 
seditious and disorderly agitation in the district of 
Backergunj, and that unless he is put tinder restraint 
and the organisations which he has employed to 
destroy the public peace and to excite the population 
of the district to hatred and contempt of the Govt, 
are deprived of their leader and broken up. There is 
very grave danger of prolonged voilence and civil 
commotion all over the district, in the adjorning 
district of Faridpur, and perhaps even across the riyer 
in the Khulna district of Bengal. It is also 
important to remember that at the present moment 
Backergunj District is the chief centre of the seditious 
and anbi-Govt. agitation, and that public attention is 
generally concentrated upon it from all parts of 
Bengal. The general condition of the other districts 
of this Province has greatly improved during the 
past two months, and it is believed that there Is a 
general tendency for moderate oounsels to re-assert 
themselves. The more responsible and wise Hindu 
headers are believed to be ready to drop the agitation 
and its / useless attitude of meaningless* hostility to 
Oovt-» and to renew their proper place in normal 
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public life. There is reason to believe the Calcutta* 
organisers of the agitation knew this, and to prevent' 
its taking effects are determined to show that their 
strength by defeating the efforts of G6vt. to restore* 
peaoe in Barisal- To this cause is attributed the 
recent visit of the agitator, Leakat Hossin, against 
whom it has been necessary to take proceedings for 

i 

distributing seditions pamphlets, and there is also* 
some evidenoe of communication, with the seditious 
party in Punjab, and possibly in Eastern India. Hie 
Honour, therefore, thinks, that it would be dangerous 
any further to delay the action that is but calculated 
to restore public peace. 

9. I am, consequently, to Bay that His Honour 
fully supports the recommendations of the District 
Magistrate as approved by they Commissioner, and 
would urge very strongly that the Govt, of India be* 
pleased to order Babu Aswinikumar Datta to be 
detained under the Begulation III of 1818. Sir 


Laucelot Hare does not consider it necessary to- 
undertake the management of Babu Aswinikumar 


Delta’s property as proposed by Mr, Hughe§§*Builer $ 

.mi ^- . r 

V 

War /ended property, it has beem acerfcained, is 
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i i 

insignificant in extent, and his relations with his 
tenants oall for no revision. The bulk of his property 
is represented by the Braja Mohan College and* 
Sehool, and ris Govt, will almost certainly have to 
move the University to recommend the disaffiliation ofc 
this Institution—which is in the hands of its present 
proprietor and teaching staff has teen used as a» 
political engine for bringing up the boys and students* 
of the district in a spirit of disloyalty and hatred— 
the Lieutenant-Governor cannot advise that any 
responsibility for it should be assumed by Govt. 

10. In conclusion, the Lieutenant-Governor 
would repeat that he is convinced that if Baba 
Aswinikumar Datta is allowed to continue hie 
propaganda it will not be long before some of hie 
followers will be incited to measures of violence,, 
which by themselves, and in their repression, will 
result in very great and widespread misery and 
sufferings. That the force at the disposal of this Govt~ 
is sufficient to repress suoh violence is no doubt true, 
but it would have to be exercised against persons who* 
had been misled by the incitement of Babu Aswini-, 
kumar Delta. In the opinion of the Lieutenant 
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Governor, it is suitable and proper to deal at once with 
the prime-mover in this campaign of sedition. 

List of enclosures 1-8 

No. 15-C., dated Barisal, the 17th June 1907. 

From :—It. Hughes-Buller, Esq.,I. C. S.» District 
Magistrate of Backergunj. ^ 

t 

To—The Commissioner of Dacca. 

I have the honour to address to you on the question 
of placing Babu Aswinikumar Datta of Barisal in this 
^district, a Zeminder and proprietor of the Braja 
Mohan Institution in confinement as State Prisoner 
Tinder the provisions of Regulation III of 1818. 

2. In the accompanying memorendum I have 

* 

set out, in as great detail as possible, the reasons for 
which I have, after much hesitation, come to the 
•conclusion that it is absolutely necessary, if the 
present state. of commotion into which this district 
'has fallen is to be stayed, and its future tranquility 
ensured, that the figure should be removed, around 
which the present agitation centres, and from which 
it obtains its motive power. 

3. It is not without a full sense,.of the respon- 
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'Sibilifcy which I incur in making this proposal that 

# 

I have written this letter. A fortnight ago, I had hope 
that peace would be restored, and that the agitation 

9 

for which this district has, I regret to say, obtained 
such unpleasant notoriety, would gradually die away. 
But apparently it has been determined by the 
Calcutta agitators that another effort Bbould be made 
to stir up the country party on fresh lines. With 
this object, one Leakat Hossain was lately sent here 
in communication with Aswini Babu to stir up the 
Mahomedans against their Christian rulers. This 
man is now on bail, charged under section 108 of the 
Criminal Procedure code, with disseminating a 
seditious pamphlet. Meanwhile, Aswini Babu has 
himself Btarted moving about the district, stirring up 

i 

the agitation again, making seditious proposals and 
speeches, if the police reports which we receive are 
correct ( and I see no reason to doubt their general 
accuracy ), and at the same time defying Ordinance 
No 1 of 1907, 

4. I have given in the body of my memorendnm 
reasons for doubting if it will be possible to obtain, 
evidence against Aswini Babu afcout these meetings. It 
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consider these reasons are cogent and concusive, bute- 
there is yet another aspect of the case. Assuming 
that a case was tried, a conviction obtained and 
upheld, and the man was imprisoned; he would 
obtain more notoriety than ever, and would return to 
this distriot as a martyr and with even more extensive 
influence than he already possesses. Ordinary judicial 
proceedings do not seem to be adapted to the nature 
of the case, and it is for this reason, and because I 
consider his further presence in the district a menace 
to its tranquilling, that I would ask you to move the , 
local Govt, to obtain from the Governor-General in 
Council a warrant of commitment under Section II of . 
the Regulation. 

5. I have no hesitation in saying that owing to the 
long course of agitation which has been going on in 
the distriot for two years, led by Babu Aswinikumar 
Datta, there is at the present moment hardly a single 
individual ( other than Govt. Servants ) who is well . 
affected to the British Govt. Even in the case of 
Govt. Servants, I have grave reason to doubt their 
thorough loyalty. 

Owing to the conditions which *re prevailing, I " 

# v t ■ 
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have been obliged to ask the local Govt, to station 100 
Gurkhas here, 20 additional police have been stationed 
at Wazirpur, 30 additional men have been aBked for 
Jhalakati, and meanwhile the ordinary district police 
reserve has been deputed to different parts of the 
district to keep the peace. By these means I have, 
1 am glad to say, been able to preserve the public 
tranquility so far, but I naturally regard the future 
with some apprehension. I need hardly add that all 
ordinary administrative work is dislocated, and that 
the Superintendent of Police and I spend our time 
following the movements of agitators and watching 
for the next sign of disturbance and unrest This is a 
state of things which will be disastrous to allow to 
continue. 

6. As Babu Aswinimumar Datta is a Zemindar 
and landed proprietor and owner of the Brajo Mohan 
Institution in Barisal—a combined school and college 
—I would further request that, should a warrant of 
commitment be issued, an order may also be made 
ior the attachment of his estates, lands, tenures, and 
other properties lying within the district, and that 
their management may be entrusted to me as Collector* 



30 ‘ Echo of Aswinikumar’s Deportation 

/ 

If suoh an order be passed, I shall be glad to be- 
informed whether it will entitle me to take possession 
of the movable property belonging to Babn 

Aawinikumar Datta in his honse and college at 

* 

Barisal. 

7. Finally, I consider it right to mention that 
Baba Aswinikumar Datta stated publicly the other 
day that he was suffering from diabetes, but how far 
his constitution has been affected by the disease I am 
not in a position to say. He appeared to me to be in 
fair health when I interviewed him about three weeks 
ago. 

i 

Memorandum on Babu Asswinikumar Datta, of 

Barisal, dated the 20th Ji^ne 1907. 

1. Babu Aswinikumar Datta has been a well- 

known figure in this district for many years. He is 

a Zemindar with a considerable income from land* 

- * 

and I understand he was for some years a member of 
the District Board, though I am not be able to speak 
of his services on it. If desired, information can be 
obtained on the point from the Honourable Mr. < 
Savage, Member of the Board of, fievenue and from 
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the Honourable Mr. Le Mesurier, now officiating. 
Chief Secretary, both of whom, as former Collectors of 
the district, are well acquainted with the history of the 
man. He appears to have come into prominence as a 
leader of the agitation against tbe Partion of Bengal 
some months before the Partition took place, and his- 
earliest views on the subject may be gauged from the 
factjbhat in tbe combined college and school, known, 
as the Braja Mohan Institution, which belongs to him, 
tbe late Viceroy was burnt in effigy in August or 
September 1905. Even since that time the Babu has- 
been recognised as the undisputed head of tbe 
Swadesi agitation in this district, but his reputation 
as a Swadesi leader and his efforts on behalf of the= 
cause have by no means been confined to Backerganj. 
Indeed if we exclude Calcutta leaders like 
Surendranath Banerjee and Bipincbandra Pal, it would 
be difficult to find any other agitator in the two 
Provinces of Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Assam 
whose name is so often quoted and to whose word so 

I 

much weight is attached. In local circles As winiBabu’s 
influence is far greater than that of the other two men. 
2. There is not a single phase of the agitation 
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which began in October 1905, with which Aswini 
Baba baa not been intimately connected. 

A.—Aswinikumar Datta's speeches and general 
conduct. 

When not absent attending meetings and speaking 
elsewhere, be has almost invariably presided 
or spoken at the weekly Swadesi meetings which 
were a regular institution of the Baja Bahadur’s 

Saveli at Barisal until the publication of the 

* 

Regulation of Meetings Ordinance. It is unnecessary 
-to summarise the numerous speeches he has made in 
the Heveli and in the compound of bis educational 
institution, the Braja Mohan College, but it may be 
-mentioned that they have been mainly directed to the 
ilollowing themes :— 

(a) ■ The Boycott of British goods. 

(b) The Social Boycott of people wbo disobey 
^wishes of the Swadesi leaders. 

(c) The inevitable ultimate success of the 
'Swadesi Movement. 

(d) The proper attitude to be adopted twords Govt. 
Officers, which was to have nothing to do with th6m. 
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(e) Improvement of Physical Culture. 

(f) The Expulsion of the British Officers from 
•he Lieutenant-Governor downwards. 

(g) Oppression by Govt. Officers from the 
Lieutenant Governor downwards. 

(h) The benefits to acorue to Mahommedans if 
tl\gy join the Hindus in the Boycott. 

I apprehend a list of references to the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam Police Abstracts, showing the 
speeches made by Aswinikumar Datta. They illustrate 
each of the above heads. It is due to him, however, 
to say that, with some exceptions such as his speech 
at the Bhola Sub-Divisional Conference on the I3th 
April, 1907, that at the Haveli on the 12th May, 
1907, and especially that at Maisani on the 12 th 
June, 1907, Aswini Babn’s speeches have not on the 
whole been characterised by the same violence and 
irulent hatred as those of other speakers here, e. g. 
abu Bipinohandra Pal and Babu Nibaranohandra 
i, pleader of Barisal, a first friend of Aswini Babu 
d at present standing bail for Leakat Hossain, 
•ooused of disseminating sedition, and other lesser 
hts of the Movement, but in their deliberate and 
3 
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persistent reiteration of the principles underlying 
the agitation, the aims to be kept in view, and the 
methods to bo employed, they have been more harmful 
in their effects than those of any. other speaker. 
Babu Bipinchandra Pal, who camo to Barisal in 
March last, and talked large about Swaraj, was 
regarded by tho people as rather an irresponsil le 
person. 

Babu Surendranath Banerjee has u. certain wides¬ 
pread influence as a leader of tho cause at tho centre of 
affairs ■, but his influence is diminished and impaired 
somewhat by the fact that he was in the Civil Service, 
and is suspected of having in his heart of hearts a 
sneaking feeling for things English—at any late asfar 
as Liis own comfort and convenience are concerned— 
but Babu Aswimkumar Datta’s influence as a leader 
of public opinion over every Hindu in the district, 
and even over many Mahommedans, is immense* and 
his speeches are listened to with the greatost attention 
and respect. Most of these speeches Lave been 
delivered in Barisal, but Aswini Babu, either pereonally 
or by ageDb, has visited most parts of the district and 
made Swadesi orations there* His influence haa 
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been especially baneful in Gaurnadi Police Station, 

i 

where his home and one of his Zemindari cutchcrries 
are situated. On May 27th 1906, Aswini Babu went 
to Uzlrpur and made a Swadesi speech, in which he 
assured his hearers that tho only one way to fight the 
scarcity prevailing at tho time was through the 
Swadesi Movement. On November 18tb, 1906, he 
■"Vent to Dhamura, not far off, in the same police 
station, and made a Swadesi speech before 1,C00 
persons. After tho speech the audience renewed the 
Swadesi vow and promised to continue the agitation 
until the Partition was cancelled or modified. It is 
beyond question that the outbreak of violence occured 
at Uzirpur on December 23rd last, when an angry 
crowd pelted some boatmen with bricks and clods and 
caused the death of one, because they were exporting 

rice in boats* must bo ascribed to the influence and 

\ 

speeches of Babu Aswinikumar Datta and his 
emissaries. Uzirpur and the surrounding villages 
have recently been in such a disturbed and dangerous 
state that it has been found necessary to quarter 
additional police there, with the sanotion of tho 
looal Govt. 



36 Echo of Aswinikumar’s, Deportation 

At th e very beginning oi the agitation, in October. 
1905, Aswini Baba went down to Jhalakathi, the 
largest trading mart in the district, and delivered two 
Swadesi speeches. Since that time, the place has 
been in a ferment, Boycott has been ripe, and there has 
been a general feeling of uneasiness and commotion, 
which culminated in the occupation of the place at _ 
the end of April by some hundreds of volunteers 
armed with ‘lathis’, who interfered with trade and put 
the Mahommedan shopkeepers in great fear. I have 
had to depute 25 armed police to the place in 
consequence, and have asked the local Govt, to 
sanction the quartering of an additional police force 
in the town for the rest of the year. 

Aswini B&bu’s efforts in the cause of Swadesi 
are not confined to himself alone. He has many paid 
agents, among whom the most important are : Baba 
Nishikanta Bose, a quack living in Barisal, and Babu 
Sirischandra Bai. The latter openly avowed a few days 
back .to a police officer that he land Babu Nishikanta 
Bose received travelling allowance from the National - 
Fund, in addition to other subsidies, to assist them in 
travelling about from ‘hat 1 to ‘hat’ with a view to 
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inducing people, by fair means or foul, to boycott 
European goods. Another agent whose name has 
come into frequent prominence lately in my diaries 
and reports 4s Satisohandra Chatterjee, Professor 
of the Broja Mohan Institution. I have referred to 
this man’s verulent speeches in my report which I 
submitted on June 17th about the Broja Mohan 
Institution. They may be described a worthy of the 
best records of the Fenian Society. He is constantly 
with Aswini Babu, and is not only active with his 
tongue, but also in forwarding the boycott by all 
practical means. The Superintendent of Polico found 
him at this nefarious business in May at Kankhali. 
On May 16th he was seen in command of a large body 
of Hindus who turned out by night at Barisal armed 
with ‘lathis’, ready to repel an entirely imaginary attack 
of Mahommadans. The Police abstracts yill show that 
other mun, such as Babu Bajanikanta Guha, Principal 
of the Broja Mohan College, and Nibaranchandra 
Das, pleader, are men who are constantly in Aswini 
Babu’s company and make up in the violance of their 
speeches for any absence of virulence that may be 
noticed in the latter’s orations. Another agent is a 
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man called Menbajuddin, who was sent to Banphal in 
Fatuakhali Sub-Division in March laBt, and there 

add ressed the people and told them to give up Liver- 

* 

pool Salt and Manchester Cottnn. It has since been 
found necessary to patrol Bauphal ‘hat* with a 
contingent of the district police reserve. One of these 
men bas been assulted, and it seems probable that i 
shall have to ask for the quartering of additional 
p dILo e in the place. 

B—Aswiniknmar Datta and the Boycott. 

Besides recommending the Boycott of European 
goods in speeches, Aswini Baba haB been active and 
untiring in his attempts to hamper the free and 
unrestricted exchange of goods by other means. 
Thus •— * 

(1) In October, 1905, the shopkeepers of Barisal 
refused to sell Enropean goods to anyone. When 
asked the reason, they replied that they were under a 
vow not to sell such goods and could not break this 
vow without the consent of Aswini Babn. 

(2) In September, 1906, four Hmdn cloth-sellers 
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of Barisal—- the notorious Sahas—took a vow 
not to indent for or sell any European cloth for two 
months—Aswin and Kaifcik. They broke their vow, 
and one of them—Durgaoharan Saha by name—was 
fined. Babu Aswinikumar Datta upbraided them in 
a speech for breaking their vow and selling European 

(3) * These same four cloth sellers were prevented 
from landing their goods at the ‘Ghat’ of Galachipa, a 
proceeding largely traceable to the influence of Aswini 
Babu and his agents, owing to the fact that Aswini 
Babu is part owner of the ‘hat’ there. On November 
29 th, 1906, too, Sasticharan Mukherjee of Uzirpur, a 
dismissed Sub-Inspector of Police, arrived at Galachipa 
and induced Ramdayal Saba and Nagadurga Saha 
to return Rs. 3,000 worth of English cloth which they 
had brought frem Durgacharan Saha of Barisal. 
This Sasticharan Mukherji with Anandamohan 
Mitra, naib of Aswini Babu, stopped the boat 
carrying the cloth at Dakua, Aswini Babu’s 
outohery. 

( 4 ) In April of this year it became apprrent that 
the boyootters were prepared to use foroe to oompei 
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shopkeepers selling European goods to comply with 
their behests and many of the ‘hats’ were invaded by 
yonng men armed with ‘lathis.’ This went on for some 
time until a scare arose that the MahommedanB would 

r 

attack the Hindus, and about May 16th in Barisal 

and sevaral other places crowds of Hindus assembled 

at a preconcerted signal at night, apparently with the 

* 

object of showing the completeness of their 
organisation to resist attack. It was evident that the 
whole of these arrangements were worked by Aswini 
Babu and his agents. The immediate issue of notices 
under section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
prohibiting the carrying of ‘lathis’ after nightfall in 
Barisal and on ‘hat’ days at certain other places 
corrected matters, and since then the boycotters have 
turned their attention to ‘social boycott’. This is a 
most insidious form of persecution and an extremely 
effective weapon in the hands of the agitators. Any 
one who shows himself the least out of sympathy with 
the movement has his ‘dhobi’ and barber stopped, and 
he is prevented from performing those pujas and other 
oeremonies which form so large a part in the life of a 
Hindu ; obstacles are put in the way of bis marrying 
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his ohildren and he is subjected to social ostracism of 
the severest type. 

Only the other day, a case occured at a village 
called Betra in which not only the social boycott 
but threats were used to a Panchayat. The 
man appealed to Aswini Babu in vain, and at last 
« 4 jame to me, and the offenders were bound down under 
section 107 of the Criminal Procedure Code. In 
another Swadesi case, now pending, the village post¬ 
master, an important witness, told the Postal Inspector 
that he was afraid to speak the truth, because his 
evidence would go against the accused, and if it did, 
he would be socially ostracized. 

Many of the principal Zemindars of the district 
are Hindus and in Aswini Babu’s hands and lend 
their influences in carrying out his orders for Boycott, 
etc., at 'hats 1 and 'bazars’ within their estates. 

C.—Aswinikumar Datta and Volunteers. 

I have shown in a reoent report the danger of the 
Volunteers, oum-boycott movement, and the length 
to whioh matters have been carried in this distriot. 
The parent and head of this army of workers is Baba 
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Aswinikumar Datta. The genesis of the movement 
may be traced to the weekly speeches at the Baja 
Bahadur’s Hevali, the fostering of it lies mainly with 
the school-masters, especially those of the Broja 
Mohan Institution and the organisation and 
manipulation is in the hands of Aswini Babu, who 
enrols names from all over the district at about four 
annas a head. The volunteers so enrolled 'under¬ 
take to obey him and the other leaders of the 
Movement. The organiaation is being rapidly 
perfected and the local volunteers captains all take 
their orders from Aswini Babu. It is connected with 
the ‘village committee’ organisation, about which, I 
regret to say, I have as yet been able to obtain very 
little information. We know, however, that these 
village committees receive their orders from Aswini 
Babu at head-quarters, and many of them are under 
an engagement to supply him with a fixed annual 
sum for the Swadesi fund. Uzirpur, the village 
mentioned above, pays Bs. 30 per annum to the fund 
-as the principal Swadesi leader in the district, and 
as father organiser* and head of the volunteer’s 
movement which is Buch a strong weapon in the 
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bands of the agitators, Aswini Babu naturally takes a 
keen interast in volunteers. In his school and 
college he has at his hand an extensive recruiting 
ground * in his college compound he has room for 
lathi’ play ; in his professors and paid emissaries he 
has captains and lieutenants for the army. And that 
frTby are under more or less strict discipline is shown 
by the admission of Babn Sirischandra Rai to the 
Deputy Superintondent of Police at Jhalakati in April 
last to the effect that the volunteers would obey him 
in any order ho liked to lay upon them ■, this man, 
paid agent ot Aswini Babu, admitted at the same 
time—that he and the volunteers were there for the 
purpose of boycotting forign goods. 

D—Bd)u Aswinikumar Dafcta and the Broja 
Mohan Institution. 

The Broja Mohan Institution, of which Babu 
Aswinikumar Datta is the proprietor, has been the 
centre and hub of the agitation Binoe the Partition. The 
professors and masters are anti-British to a man, and 
though Aswini Babu made some show at first of trying 
to keep the students away from political meetings in 
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the Baja Bahadur’s Haveli, they are now and have 
been for the past years utilized to the utmost* 
in favouring the oause of boycott, disloyalty, and 
sedition. As head of such an institution, Aswini- 
kumar Datta naturally has immense powers for good 
or evil—powers accentuated by his personal influence 
and by the magnetism he seems to exert over the local 
Bengali. These powers, he has, of late, chosen to 
exercise entirely in the direction of everything that is 
anti-British, and the harm he has done is incalculable. 
The Broja Mohan Insitution is a nursery for 
volunteers and a school for sedition and disloyalty 
—passive as yet, but presently immense possibilities 
of activity. The continual reminders of their 
immeasurable numerical superiority and exhortations 
to be brave and patriotic would long ago have excited 
any other than Bengali students beyond all bounds. 
The Broja Mohan College and boarding-lionse have, 
at Aswini Babu’s invitation* been an open house for 
the reception of agitators, great and small. Thus at 
the time of the famous Conference in April, 1906, the 
Broja Mohan Institution was full of guests—disaffected 
agitators to a man—while many other propagandists 
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have availed themselves of the hospitality of Aswini 
Baba, notably Leakat Hossain of reoent notoriety* 
There is no donbt that the harm done by the Broja 
Mohan Institution with the knowledge and consent 
and at the orders and instigation of Aswini Baba is 
sach that it is impossible to complete it. Active harm 
is done by means of preaohing and picketing by 
masters*and students. But the gravest and most 
serious aspect of the evil lies in the fact that the 
future generation is being trained assiduously to hate 
every thing British with a great and deadly hatred 
and this feeling the owner of the Institution 
endeavours to foster rather than to repress. 

E—Babn Aswinikumar Datta and agitators from 
outside. 

It is open seoret that Baba Asswinikamar Datta, 
as recognised head of the Swadesi Movement, not 
only in Barisal and throughout Backerganj, but also 
throughout Bengal, is in dose touch with the leaders 
in Calcutta, and that he belongs to the Extremist 
party headed by Bipinchandra Fal. Probably his 
influence in Eastern Bengal is greater than that of 
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Bipincbandra Pal, because be is accustomed to deal 
with the people of the country, whereas Bubu Bipin 
Pal lives in Calcutta and has nover acquired much 
individual influence That Aawini Babu is ako in 
touch with the Punjab agitators is probable from 
the fact that on Bhagwan Singh Ben, a Punjabi, 
recently visited Barisal and held close conference 
with Aswini Babu and his satellites. c It Pas 
been subsequently ascertained that Bhagwan 
Singh’s brother is in close touch with the party, two 
members of which were recently deported. Aswini 
Babu’s intercourse with the principal Swadesi 
propagandists in Bengal has, however, been maiked 
and extensive, and it is obvious that they regard him 
with rospect as one of themselves. He has always 
been to the front in welcoming and entertaining 
Swadesi missionaries and he has been to Calcutta to 
consult the other leaders and to attend Conferences 
and has generally identified himself with the 
Movement in a thoroughly catholic spirit. He was 
one of the signatories to the recent manifesto on the 
causes of the oocuranoes in Mymensingb. On the 
occasion of the Barisal Conference, a year ago—last 
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April—ho took the lead in welcoming Babu 
Surendranath Baneijee, Abdul Rasul, and the other 
delegates. He filled his houBe and college with guests- 
and figured prominently in the whole proceedings. 
When Babu Bipin Pal was at Barisal, at the begininng, 
of March last, Aswini Babu did not take a prominent 
part in the proceedings owing to tbe illness of his 
mother who died on march 6th. He attended one oi 
Bipin Babu’s meetings, however, taking the chair v 
while one of the speakers at this same meeting* 
Har Dayal Bargha, from Dehra Dun was staying 
with Aswini Babu at the time. Finally, Leakat 
Hossain Khan, President of the ‘Anti-Procession 
Party', and a mercenary of the Calcutta agitators, 
from Calcutta, has lately oome to Barisal. A telegram 
received from him, which was seen by my assistant, Mr. 
White, shows that his visit was expected by Aswini 
Babu, and Leakat Hossain himself told a police head 
constable that he had come down here at Aswini 
Babu’s invitation. Bo this as it may, Aswini Babu 
left Barisal hurriedly for his health, the day before 
Leakat HosBain’s arrival. Liakat Hossain went to the 
ehak-bunglow but moved to the Broja Mohan Boarding. 
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house when he found that police was watching him. 
He was visited and entertained by Aswini Babu’s 
professors. He is of dangerous character, and 
proceedings are pending against him .under section 
108 of the Criminal Procedure Code for desseminating 
a seditious Urdu pamphlet. He has been assisted in 
the dissemination of the pamphlet by one Abdul 
Gafur, formerly one of the masters of Aswini Baba’s 
school at Batajore, and now residing at Barisal as one 
of Aswini Babu’s agents. 

F.—Babu Aswinikumar Datta’s recent proceedings 
in connection with the agitation. 

That he is prepared to continue the agitation at 
all hazards and inspite of the orders and prohibitions 
of the Govt, of India itself is evident from Aswini 
Babu’s present proceedings. On the 7th June, 1907, 
he, Babu Satishchandra Chatterjee. and three boys 
volunteers left Barisal in a green boat, ostensibly 
on a tour for the sake of the formers health. It is 
known, however, that Aswini Babu had just received 
the news that Liakat Hossain ( who actually arrived 
next day ) was on his way to Barisal* and it is more 
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than likely that Aswini Babu had misgiving, and hoped 
to make Liakat Hossain entirely responsible for any 
trouble that might ooour at Barisal. But whatever the 
ocoasion of his going may have been due to, the aim 
and object of his tour have been conclusively shown 
to be the pushing of the agitation in all its forms with 

renewed vigour, and as defiance of the Ordinance I 

• « 

of 190T The party stopped at Nalchity on their 
way to Jhalakati, and there Aswini Babu and Satis 
Babu had a secret meeting in tbe empty bouse of one 
Krishnakisore Poddar ; 23 names of those attending 
are mentioned in the report I have received, and more 
were present; they included several Mahommedans, 
the names of 6 of whom are given in the report. The 
subjects discussed are reported to have been :— 

(1) The raising of subscriptions to aid the 
Swadesi cause in various ways. 

(2) The continuance of the Boycott. 

(3) The raising of money for arms and 
.ammunition. 

(4) The settlement of cases out of oonrt by 
Swadosi agents and the appropriation of money raised 
in fines to the funds of the agitation. 
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At) Jhalakati on the 10th, they went to the house of 
a carpenter with Babus Satischandra Chat ter jee and 
Nisikanta Bose* and held a conference with 8 of the 
local leaders. A party of volunteers surrounded tbe 
house to prevent any one approaching. After the 
meeting, Aswini Babu and Satis Babu went to 
Kestokati, where they had a meeting at Islam Khan’s 
house. This man is the father of Saijuddi, a 
volunteer who is paid by Aswini Babu ; there weie 
a good many Hindus and 12 Mahommedans present. 
At this meeting one of the subjects under discussion 
was tbe arming of the Swadesi partisans. Aswini 
Babu and others next went on to Baraikaran and 
Modhupur, holding a meeting at' the latter place. 
They returned to Jhalakati in the evening, and at the 
night a meeting was held in tbe office of what is 
known as to the Balaganj firm. All the leaders 
attended, and the town chaukidar who attempted to 
enter was prevented by a guard of volunteers. Several 
resolutions were reported to have been proposed; 
the first of which was to the efiect that tbe shopkeepers 
should devote a percentage of their sale proceods 
to the cause—the larger men to ccntribute 6 pice per 
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cent, and the lesser ones 3 pice per cent. Apparently 
this did not meet with the approval of the 
shopkeepers themselves, who, though willing to 
contribute liberally on their own initiative, objectedt 
to having a hard and fast exaction forced upon them. 
The next resolution was to the effect that the loeal 
traders should contribute to the Uzirpnr additional 
V ; 3lioe. # Thirdly, it was decided that no English goods 
should be sold or indented for, and, fourthly, that no 
cases should be taken to Govt, courts except criminal 
(ages of a serious nature. Aswini Babu animadverted 
< n the fact that there were thirty crores of natives in 
India and only two and a half lakhs of British ! A great 
many people are said to have been present. Aswini Babu 
mooted the subject of arms in Jhalakati, and proposed 
that every one should carry a bow and arrow ( gulail 
bangh ), for whioh he is stated to have placed a trial 
order ; it may be mentioned that bows and arrows are 
included in the definition of 'arms’ under the Arms 
Act. He also offered rewards to the steamer coolies 
for finding out English articles in the goods landed. 

On the afternoon of the 11th, Aswini Bahn leaving 
Nisi and Satis Babu at Jhalakati, proceeded on his 
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way to Kaukhali. He visited Rajpasa and Sujoog, 
aljeoent villages, in route. He held meetings on the 
11th evening and 12th morning at Maiaani. where he 
was received by some thirty volunteers with ‘lathis’ 
and badges, led by the local postmaster. At the 
meeting on the 11th evening there weie only some 
fitty people present. Aswiiri Babu spoke from the 
roof of his boat, and advised them to eschew foreign 
goods and to forward the Swadesi Movement. 
Incidentally, he said :—“we are more than 30 crores : 
the British are only two and a half lakhs ; let us arm 
ourselves : even if' 10 croreB die, yet we can drive 
them out of India.” 

Next morning a regular public meeting was held, 
under a tree, at which more than 200 people were 
present. Aswini Babu is reported to have made a 
long and inflamable speech touching on the following 
points:— 

(a) The Govt, has been a loser by the Boycott. 
Persevere : it will be a greater loser, and will be forced 
to rescind the Partition. 

(b) Take no oases to Govt. Courts. Govt, benefits 
by fees and fines, and both parties are put to expense. 
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Prom a pan ebay at to try cases, fine the wrong-doers, 
and devote the proceeds partly to the Swadeei funds 
and partly to compensating the injured party- 

(c) Swade&i cases have been instituted and more 
are to come. Raise funds for their defence. 

(d) Purchase no stamps or currency notes. They 
•will be worthless when the British Govt, comes to an 

end. 

(e) Govt, is oppressing you. Defend yourselves : 
if you learn to do this, you will he able to defend your 
villages, and if necessary, your kingdom. For this 
you require weapons. You are natives ? Govt, allow 
you no guuB : get spears, ‘lathis 1 , bows, bullets •, prepare 
and keep ready : you are 30 crores : they are two and 
a half lakhs : even if 10 croreB die, they can be driven 
out of India- 

(f) The Swadesi movement has improved tho 
country. Stick to it and it will improve you 
more. 

Aswini Babu has since reached Gorangal and 
Kaukhali, and is said to be extending his tonr fiom 
the latter place to Swarupkati. At Kaukhali the latest 
reports indioate that he was presented with an address, 
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and held two, if not three, meetings, but full details 
have not yet arrived. 

It may be argued that he was rendered himself 
liable to the criminal law of the country by holding 
public meetings contrary to the provisions of the 
ordinance, and that proceedings Bhould be taken 
against him. I have called for reports as to whether 
any evidence is obtainable, but I do not expect that it 
will be. Moreover, it will either be entirely offici; 1 
and therefore at once subject to criticism in a court 
of justice, or tainted, and the witness prepared at any 
moment to go back on their word. To fail in suoh a 
prosecution would be disastrous, and even when I 
reoeive further reports it is doubtful if I shall find it 
advisable to proceed. It is also impossible for me to 
take action under section 3 of the Ordinance, as I 
have no knowledge of the time and place of any 
proposed meeting, and Kaukhali and the places now 
being visited are of? the telegraph line. 

I have just been informed from what appears to be 
a reliable source that, at a seoret meeting held at night 
at Maisani, Aswini Babu stated to his audience 
that the Sikhs would not fight against their fellow 
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countrymen, and that a crore of rupees was required 
to be sent to Japan which had promised to send 
an army. This information was gained through a 
poor Namasudra» who was present, and I see no reason 
to disbelieve the statement, as he would not have been 
likely to know about Sikhs and Japanese otherwise 
th^n by hearing the speech held as such vapouring 
may be* they filter through to the uneducated masses 
and are believed. 

G.—Babu.Aswinikumar Dafcta and cases against 
European officers. 

Baba Asa winikumar Datta has participated in the 
civil suits brought against the District officers of this 
district. He was complainant in the case in which Mr. 
Jack was defendant. The facts are fully reported before 
Govt, and need not be repeated here. Mr. Jack in his 
memorandum said that Aswini Babu and his friends 
had withdrawn their appeal for social boyoott and 
preventing European goods from entering the country 
beoause it was seditions, where Baba Aswinikum&r 
Datta asserted that he withdraw it in deference to Sir 
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Bampfyltie Fuller's wishes, ai:d because it was alleged 
to be likely to lead to a break of the peace. Aswini 
Babu has obtained a decision in his favour, but no 
evidence was gone into on either side.' 

In another case, a civil suit for damages haB been 
brought against Messers Kemp and Emerson for 
breaking up a public meeting at the time of the 1 
Barisal Conference in 1906, and Aswini Babu is 
among the plaintiffs. The case will come on before 
the Calcutta High Court next year. 

Conclution. 

I have attempted to show above, the different 
ways in which Babu Aswinikumar Datta directs, 
controls and fosters the anti-British agitation in 
Backerganj and elsewhere. The man is not entirely 
bad : far from it. He has or has had high ideals 
for the betterment of his countrymen, and last year 
in the scarcity he and his volunteers were undoub¬ 
tedly instrumental in furnishing relief to many of 
those of the ‘bhadra-lok’ class who were suffering from 
destitution. But he has been subjected to the evil 
influence of a band of flatterers who have roundod 
him, until he has allowed his entbussiasm to run 
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away with him, and haB developed into a very ianatio 
in the cause of Swadesi and Swaraj. He has shown 
himself to be a perverter of youth, in that he does all 
in his power to'bring up the boys under his care as 
workers for the agitation and enemies of British trade 
and British Govt. He is the leader of local opinion 
•re much so that his advice is always sought and 
would in a vast majority of cases be followed in 
contravention of the opinion of other leaders within 
or outside the district. And he has worked unnoea- 
Bingly to turn public opinion towards Swadesi and 
against the Govt. He has laboured now for more 
than a year and is still labouring indefatigably and 
with greater measure of success to lower the power 
and prestige of tho officials and to bring them into 
bad ordour with the people, 

Indeed, his success has been suoh that at times 
tho peace of the district has been seriously imperilled 
through his agency. It will be in the recollection of 
the Commissioner that as early in the agitation as 
November 1905. Mr. H. C. Streatfield was pelted with 
bricks at Banaripara, and an additions! police force 
had to be stationed there. Mr. Tindall was also 
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mobbed near M&dbabpasa about the same time. Since 
then, acts oocasioned by the agitation have led to the 
deputation of additional police to Uzirpur, proposals 
have been sent in for a similar force at' Jhalakati, and 
it is probably that it will be necessary to depute 
additional police to several places in the near future 

He has worked for the cause by making speeches,' 
by employing seditious orators, and by sending out 
pickets and emissaries in every direction. 

As the leader, director, and instigator of the 
volunteers of boycott, of Swadeai speeches and of 
the agitation generally, Aswini Babu is keeping the 
whole conntry in a commotion, and his present 
conduct indicates that he will persist in this course. 
This in itself is sufficiently serious. But I do net 
think too much stress can be laid on the fact that in 
his capacity as owner of the Broja Mohan Institution 
and head of a staff of teachers who are Swadssi and 
virulently Swadesi to a man, Aswini Babu is training 
the young Bangali in a manner which cannot but 
constitute a very serious menace to the power and 
stability of the British Govt, in a comparatively few 
years’ time. The yonth of the agitation and the 
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presence of a leavening of older and wiser man is now 
keeping the wave in check. But Aswini Baba and 
men of his kidney are doing their utmost to spread 
the movement, and it appears to me that the time 
has come for endeavouring to check its further growth 
by the removal of the head. 

* Balju Aswinikumar Datta is now working in a 
direction which presents a more dangerous outlook 
than before. Till comparatively recently his efforts 
have been directed towards Swadesi rather than 
Swaraj. He has been disaffected to a greater degr< e 
than he has been openly and unowedly disloyal. But 
of late his actions indicate a more serious and 
seditious attitude. His violent speech in the Baja 
Bahadur’s Haveli on the 12th May 1907 last and the 
firmness of the Govt, of India and the Home Govt, 
seem to have spurred him to greater efforts. The 
visit of Leakat Hossain shows that the present object 
of Aswini Babu and Calcutta agitators is to unite 
Hindus and Mahommedans againBt the Christian 
rulers. Aswini Babu is quite sure of his ground with 
the Hindus, and attention is now being turned to the 
Mahommedans. It is at any rate pleasing to record 



60 Echo of Aswinikumar’s Deportation 

that in the evidence which I have recently placed 
before Govt, in connection with the sedition case 
against Leakat Hossion. The latter complained that 
ha had received a cold reception. That Aswini Babu 
himself is taking this line with reference to the 
Mahommedans is shown by recent reports of his 
associating himself closely with low class Mnsalmafis 
in his present tonr. 

As matters stand at present, we have to face two 
alternatives, if things continue to move as they are 
moving at present. Should the Mahommedans stand 
aloof from the Hindus, there is the constant fear that 
the pinprick persecution of the Boycott will lead to 
aotB of violence and civil commotion, as has happend 
elsewhere. Only a few days ago I heard that there 
were mutterings at Alipur in the Patuakhali Sub¬ 
division that the Musalman tenantB would insist on 
European goods being sold at a certain ‘hut’, while the 
landlords, with whom the tenants are fighting, 
refused to allow them to be aold. On the other hand 
should the fanaticism of the Mahommedans be 
excited by preaching from Leakat Hossain and such 
itinerant preachers brought here i)y the agitators, 
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neither I, as district officer, nor the Government can 
< ( on template the. possible results with equanimity, p.b 
there is no knowing to what extent the infection may 
eventually spread. 

In short, Babu Aswinikumar Datta has become a 
perfect firebrand, and his present tour indicates that 
ho is prepared at all hazards to continue his agitation 
against^ Gov*, to the better end. He is one of ‘our 
enemies’ and Govt, should beware of him. 


Baokerganj 

1907 


20th June 


1 


R. HUGHES BULLER 
Di^taot Magistrate, Baris al 


References to the speeches of Babu Aswinikumar 
Datta in the Police abstracts. 

Date of Abstracts Date of speech Plane of speech. 
7th ocb. 1905 3rd S<*p. 1905 Pirojpur 

4th Nov. 1905 week ending Barisal. 

30th Sept. 1905 Several speeches 
Oct. 1905 Jhalakati. 

two speeches 

13th Jan. 1906 3rd Dec. 1905 Raja Bahadur’s 

Haveli, Barisal 
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Date of Abstracts Date of speech Place-of speech 
27 th Jan, 1906 26fch Dec. 1906 Barisal 
10th Feb. 1906 28th Jan. 1906 Raja Bahadur’s 

Haveli, Barisal 

3rd Mar. 1906 18th Feb. 1906 Ditto 

17th Mar. 1906 week ending 12th Banari paia„ 

Mar. 1906 Bakpar, Adjacent 

villages 

31st Mar. 1906 10th Mar. 1906 Banaripara 

13th Mar. 1906 Raja Bahadur's 

Haveli. Baris il 

21st April 1906. 14th April 1906 Ditto 

Speeches read 
by Nibaran- 
chandraDasas 
Aswini Baba 
was with Sur- 
andranath Ba- 
narjee who had 
been arrested 

16th April 1906 Raja Bahadur’s 

Haveli, Barisal 

28th April 1906 20th April 1906 Barisal 
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Date oi Abstracts 
5fch May 1906. 


12 th May 1906 
26th May 190C 
9th Jane 1906 

Kith June 1906 

14th July 1906 

28th July 1906 


18th Aug. 1906 
22nd Sept. 1906 
6ch Oot. 1906 
27th Oot 1906 


Date of speech 
22nd April 1906. 

22nd April 1906 
5th May 1906 
11th May 1906 
20th May 1906 

27th May 1906 

24th June 1906 

10th July 1906 

2lBt July 1906 
7th Aug 1906 
2nd Sep, 1906 
19th Sep. 1906 
16th Oct. 1906 
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Place of speech 
Raja Bahadur's 
Haveli, Barisal 
Sagardi 
Barisal 
Barisal 

Raja Bahadur’* 
Haveli, Barisal 
Uzirpur, Gaur- 
nadi Thana 
Sahibgunj, Backcr- 
ganj Thana 
Raja Bahadur’s 
Haveli, Barisal 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dacca 

Raja Bahadur’s 
Haveli, Barisal 
Ditto 

Ditto 


(morning) 
16th Oet, 1906 
( evening) 

24th Nov. 1906 6th Nov. 1906 
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Date of Abstracts Date of speech Place of speech 
8th Dec 1906 18th Nov. 1908. Dhamura, 

Gaum ad i Thar a 



25 Nov, 1906. 

# Baja Bahadur’s 
Havali, Barit nl 

5th Jan 1907 

9th Deo. 190G. 

Jhalakati 

20th Jan 1907 

6t'.i Jan 1907 

Baja Bah ad ui s 

€ 

Havali, Barisal 


17th Jan 1907. 

Ditto 

2,jd Feb 1907. 

19th Jan 1907 

Ditto 


21th Jan 1907 

Barisal 

9th Feb. 1907 

26th Jan. 1907 

Raja Bahadur’s 
Haveli, Barisal 

16th Feb 1907 

3rd Feb. 

Ditto 

9bh Mar 1907 

21th Feb. 1907 

Ditto 

16th Mar. 1907 

2nd Fob. 1907 

Ditto 

27th April 1907 

13th April 1907 

Bbola conference 


15th April 1907 

Raja B bbadur’s 
Haveli, Barisal 

4bh May 1907 

22nd Anril 1907 

* 

Broja Mohan 
College compound 


6th May 1907 

Raja Bahadur’s 
Haveli, Barisal 
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Date of Abstract Date of speech Place of speech 

25th May 1907 12th May 1907 Raja Bahadur’s 

Haveli, Barisal 

Meetings at which Babu Aswinikumar Datta has 
presided ( compiled from Secret Abstracts ) 

D fcte of Abstract Date of Meeting Place of Meeting 
21st Oct 1905 No date given Barisal 

25th Nov. 1905 27th Oct. 1905 Tarki 

(Disturbance at Steamer ghat immediately afterwards.) 
9th Dec 1905. 1st Nov. 1905 Raja Bahadur’s 

Haveli, Barisal 
12tb Nov. 1905 Ditto 

17th Mar. 1906. 2nd Mar. 1906 Ditto 

28th April 1906 20th April 1906 Barisal 

6th May 1906. 22nd April 1906 Raja Bahadur’s 

Haveli, Barisal 

23rd June 1906. 5th June 1906 Calcutta 

8th Sept, 1906 No date given Barisal 

22nd Sept. 1906- 2nd Sept. 1906 Raja Bahadur’s 

Haveli Barisal 

27th Oct. 1906 16th Oct. 1906. Ditto 

15th Deo. 1906 2nd Deo. 1906. (Babu Aswini¬ 

kumar inton- 
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2nd Feb. 1907. 

16th Mar. 1907. 
27th April 1907. 

25th May 1907. 


19th Jan. 1907. 

2nd Mar. 1907 
13th April 1907 

15th April 1907 

12tb May 1907 


ded presiding, 
bat was ab¬ 
sent through 
illness; so 
there was no 
President.) 
Baja Bahadur’s 
Haveli,'Barisal. 
Ditto 

Bhola Con¬ 
ference 
Baja Bahadur’s 
Haveli* Barisal 
Ditto 
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Genera! information about Babu Aswinikumar 

Datta, from the Secret Abstracts. 

Date of Abstract Information 

11th Nov. 1905 ( Aswinikumar Datta issued a 

notice signed by himself contain¬ 
ing instructions for behaviour 

t 

on the occasion of the anni¬ 
versary of the Partition. 

25th Nov. 1905 Aswini Babu went on a tour to 

collect subscriptions for the 
Conference. 

6th Jan. 1906. Aswini Babu served a notice of 

a civil suit on Mr. Jack 

20th Jan. 1906. Awini Babu asked the students 

present to leave a political 
meeting. 

3rd Mar. 1906. Aswini Babu has made some 
.' proposals for a Vigilance 

Committee: Proposals whieh 
were not aoted upon. 

S wadesi goods have been deliver* 
ed at Aswini Babu’s house. 
They were subsequently sold at 
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Date of Abstracts Information 

cost price on ‘bat’ days, and by 
bawkers. 

31st Mar. 1906. At a meeting in the Haveli, 

Aswini Babn garlanded Borne 

SwadeBi ‘martyrs’. Aswini 

Babu has been elected President 

» 

of the Reception Committee for 
the Provincial Conference. 

23rd June 1906. Some prostitutes have made 

over deeds for their property to 
Aswini Babu, for use for 
Swadesi ends after their death. 
8th Sept. 1906. Babu Anandaohandra Rai, of 

Dacca, has written to Aswini 
Babu to learn what have been 
' resolved as to the proper recep¬ 
tion to be accorded to the new 
Lieutenant-Governor (Mr. 
Hare ), stating that he should 
not he treated in the same way 
aB Sir B. Fuller. Aswini Baba 
replied that u he should receive 
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Date o! Abstracts 


6th Oct. 1906. 


20th Oct. 1906. 


10th Nov.. 1906. 


5th Jan. 1906. 


Information 

the same treatment as Sir Bl 
F uller, or the cause of Swadesi 
would suffer. 

Aswini Babu took part in a 
meeting in the house of Babu 
Anandamohan Rai, at Dacca, 
on 19th Sept. 1906. 

Aswini Babu has signed and 
dissenninated circulars direct¬ 
ing mourning, etc. on the 
anniversary of the Partition, 
and ordering that the shops 
shall be closed. 

Aswini Babu has tried to 
reconcile the anti-Swadesi 
villagers of Uzirpur with the 
‘volunteers’. There had been 
bad blood between them. 

Aswini Babu and other leaders 
went to Jhalakati on 9th 
December 1906, to settle 
question of chief tradesman not 



70 


Echo of Aswfnikumar’s Deportation 


Date of Abstract 


19th Jan. 1907. 


2nd Feb. 1907 


23rd Mar. 1907 


Information 

submitting to the commands of 
the agitators to stop dealing in 
foreign goods. On the 7th 
December, 1906, Aswini Babn 
was elected a delegate to 
Congress. 

r 

Awini Babn was a signatory to 
a notice inviting people to a 
‘Swadesi Sammelan’ at Rangpur. 
All the most important agitators 
also signed the notice, to wit, 
Snrendranath Banerjee, Bipin- 
chandra Pal, Lala Lajpat Bai, 

* t 

and others. 

Aswini Babn dissnated people 

from attending a jatra party, 

« 

given in the police lines, on the 
occasion of the Swadesi Puja 
owing to the presence of the 
four Sahas, the boycotted cloth- 
sellers. 

Aswini Baba sent his paid 
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Date of Abstract 


4th May*, 1907. 


Information 

agent, Srischandra Bai, at 
Kalaskati to tell people who 
owed money to the four boy¬ 
cotted Sahas not to pay them. 
The amount of the oatstanding 
debts was Bs. 40,000. 

Aswini Baba delivered a lecture 
to the prostitutes, asking them 
to take to weaving, eto. The 
women refused. He also 
apologized to them for their 
treatment by the Volunteers’ 
at the jatra in connection with 
the Basanti Puja. The women 
had agreed to have nothing to 
do with any man if he wore 
‘bilati’ clothes and drank 'bilati’ 
liquor and it is probable, Aswini 
Babu was somewhaf afraid that 
their influence, such as it is, 
would be thrown into the soale 
against the cause of Swadesi. 
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Date of Abstract Information 

lab Jane 1907. Baba Asawinikamar Datta, 

made a speoial trip to Angaria, 
to keep up the Boycott. A jafcra- 
sankirtan, travelling about in 
Mymensingh District, entirely 
composed of natives of Backerr 
gunj, is said to have bean sent 
out by Aswini Babu with the 
object of spreading and sustain¬ 
ing interest in the Boycott, and 
in the agitation generally. 
Their plays are very disloyal. 
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Summaries of Speeches delivered by Babu Aswini- 
kumar Datta since the Partition—delivered from 
the periodical reports of Superintendent of Police. 

He presided* at a meeting on 27th August 1905 afr 
the Broja Mohan College. It was reported that in 
some lectures delivered by him it was stated that 
. natives could hardly expeot justice in cases against 
Europeans, and that in several recent cases of the kind 
great injustice bad been done. The audience were 
advised to take the law into their own hands in their 
dispute with Europeans. 

At a meeting of about 500 persons held at 
Pirozepur on 3rd September 1905, ABwinikumar Datta 
delivered a speech, in which he explained the 
difficulties of the Partition, and stated that the everx 
recurring famines in this country were due to the fact 
that native products were not encouraged. 

On 27th October 1905 at the termination of &• 
meeting at Tarki, at which he presided, a disturbance 
took place at the steamer ghat. Aswini Babu wag- 
suspected as being the prime-mover. He and some 
others went on a tpur in the district to collect* 
subscriptions for the Conference. 
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On third December at a meeting held at Barisal 
tie delivered a speech, in the course of which he said 
iihat Govt, cannot crush the Swadesi Movement: that 
■oven in the proclamation it was stated that men may 
purchase or sell according to their choice *, that Govt, 
had prohibited them from shouting ‘Bande Mataram* 
in public streets and publio places, and they would • 
abide by the order faithfully until it waB withdrawn. 
He advised them not to ubo the words ‘Bande Mataram’ 
for ‘Nil Kamal.’ These words were pure and 
religious, and should be used only when they came 
from the depths of the heart. He did not know what 
"they had done to necessitate the quartering of Gurkhas 
on them. If any man or a particular class of men 
(goondas, etc.) had done anything wrong in the 
interim, they had no connection with them, or the 
Swadesi Movement, and should be severely punished* 
and should get no help anywhere. He invited as 
toany Magistrates and District Superintendents as 
were willing to be present. He had nothing to fear. 
Their cause was not disloyal or seditious, etc. 

At another meeting held on 28th January, 1906, 
kswini Babu proposed the following resolution- 
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“That the people of Barisal express their great 
satisfaction at the election of Sir Henry Cotton, 
Messrs. Herbert, Reoberst, C. J. 0. Donnel, and 
Sihwan as members of Parliament. That now there 
is every chance of the people getting what they want. 
He ( Aswini Baba ) suggested that now the Swadesi 
Movement should be carried on with redoubled vigour 
and said those who did not stand by the cause should 
be excommunicated from society and not be allowed to 
marry into families of those true to the cause. That 
it is incumbent on vakils, mukhtiars and medical 
practioners to refuse their services to those who do 
not wear Swadesi clothes. 

On the 7th February 1906, Aswinikumar Datta 
attended a meeting held at Calcutta under the auspices 
of the anti-circular Society. He commenced his 
speech by describing the appearance, gait, eto. of Sir 
B. Fuller and his first interview with him. He said 

i 

that the people of Bengal may not have anything else,' 

4 

but they have the satisfaction of being under the 
administration of a ‘Governor looking’ and polite man, 

i * 

"To him it seemed that Sir B. Fuller’s mother never 

* •* 1 

gave him a grain of sugar to eat. Be suggested tha' 
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the Boycotting of English goods should be effected by 
Social Boycott. All the priests, doctors, pleaders mukh- 
. tiars should refuse to act for any man who is not a» 
strict ‘Swadesiwalla’. He said that this had been started 
in Barisal ; and he wished that vigilance committees* 
would be formed in every village, and men be 
appointed to go about seeing that work of Boycotting 
was being properly done. He hoped that thousands 
of young men would be willing to take up this work,, 
and he asked if anyone present there would come 
forward. None, however, responded. 

He attended a meeting on 10th March 1906, at 
Banaripara, and on the 13th at a meeting of about 
1,000 persons held in the compound of the Baja. 
Bahadur’s Haveli. Aswini Babu garlanded three 
Swadesi 'martyrs’ ( Mahommedans ), and stated that, 
there was no ill-filling between the two communities. 

On 20th April 1906, Aswini Babu presided at a 
meeting of some 1,000 persons and gave a speech, in 
which he Btated that it was a shame that Bengalees* 
carried on their work in Govt, offices after the events ot 
the 14th andlffth ; they should, he said, have waited til£ 
the grievances of the Bengalees had been redressed. 
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He presided at another meeting of some 2500 
persona held on the 22nd April, 1906 and delivered a 
speech exhorting those present to be trce to the 
Swadesi vow, and not to hanker after Govt, appoint¬ 
ments, as Europeans did not know how to treat natives. 
Ho cited as an instance the matter in which he was 

1 treated by the District Magistrate when he 
) 

accompanied Babu Surendranath Banerjee to the 
Magistrate’s house. 

On the 5th May 1906 at a meeting convened as a 

mark of respect to the memory of late Babu 

Bamanath Bai, who was the founder of the Anti- 
■ 

Circular Society, Aswinikumar Datta, delivered the 
following speech:— 

He condemned the high-handedness of the 
authorities and stated that they had no complaint 
against the king, but many against bis officials, who 
were the root of all evils. He alluded to his Honour 
the Lientenuant-Govdrnor, and included in his list 
the District Superintendent of Police of Baokerganj. 

The Pleaders and Mukhtiars were severely 
reprimanded for dancing attendance at the 

\ 

Magistrate’s bunglow. where he holds his office, Gveh 
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after the caBe against Babu Surendranath Banerjee. 
Be advised every one to give tbe Europeans guid 
pro guo in their dealings with them, and warned those 
serving Govt, not to brook insults. Be strongly 
condemned guardians for allowing their boys to accept 
prizes from the hands of Mr. Emerson, and 

pointed out that prizes where tied with foreign-made 

0 

ribbon. Mr. Emerson was referred to as being a most 
Hnpopular and high-handed officer, whose arbitrary 
actions had degraded the Bengali nation. 

Parents and guardians who had boys in tbe Govt. 
School were asked to remove them, because, the 
speaker said, ‘The Govt. Sohool was no better than & 
slave house. 9 

Reference was made to a European in Dacca who 
had assaulted a Bengali youth of 14 years because he 
happened to be singing a national song. 

On lltb May at a meeting held at Barisal he. in 
referring to the arrest of Babu Surendranath Banerjee, 
said that he was the king of the public and a true 
patriot. That he had been glossly insulted by Mr. 

Emerson, a man who was socially inferior to Babu 

3 1 

gnrendranatti Banerjee and. who, if he were no* 
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a Magistrate, would not be admitted to houses where 
the former would be received with honour. He 
continued to say that many of the European 

t 

Magistrates in this country were of humble origin*, 
and concluded by stating that persons who delighted 
in pleasing ‘Sahibs’ would be socially punished. 

, At one of the meetings at Barisal he' suggested to- 
those present not to go near ‘SahibB’, nor greet them. 

Aswinikumar Datta took part in the Sivap 
celebration held in Calcutta on 5th June 1906 and 
received Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Khaparda, and other 
Mahratta Brahmins of Poona on the occasion Qf 
opening ceremony of the Swadesi Exhibition. Ho 
presided at the meeting which followed, and also took 
part in a similar meeting which was held on the* 
following day. 

At the conclusion of a procession which paraded 
the Btreets*of Barisal on the 20th Jnne> a meeting was* 
convened, at which Aswinikumar Datta delivered & 
speeoh strongly condemning the action of the local 
authorities* It is reported that in this connection the 
terms made use of were extremely disrespectful. Ha 
stated that the withdrew*! of the %y*h’s Circular* 



«0 
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was the result of pressure from the Secretary of State 
for India, and that the orders about expelled students 
was due to the same cause. He said that if Qis 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor' had any > self- 
Tespect, he would have resigned his appointment, aB 
Sir G. Campbell and Sir K. Grey had done under 
similar circumstances. Aswinikumar Datta also 
informed those present that, under the 'present 
circumstances, he would not accept the post of 
Lieutenant-Governor if the same was offered to him. 
He stated that, though the circular was withdrawn, 
Ishe agitation would be continued with redoubled 
vigour until Govt, complied with all their demands. 

It was reported that women of ill-fame in Barisal 
iiad willed all their properties to Aswini Babu, in 
order that on their deaths he would make a good use 
of them in some Swadesi purpose. 

On 10th July 1906, at a meeting of° about 700 
people held in the Raja Bahadur’s Haveli, Aswini 
-Babu delivered a speech- on the following subjects * 

(1) Partition of Bengal and Mr. Motley’s 
refusal to take any action in the matter. 

(2) Swadesi Motffemrent. * 51 
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(3) Scarcity and Famine in Baokeirgnnj and 
the action taken. 

As regards the first point, the speaker said that 
there had been a lull in the agitation, and that is why 
Mr. Morley had refused to interfere. It was, 
therefore, necessary to renew the agitation by every 
possible means and so attraot the notice of 
the Parliament. 

As regards the Swadesi Movement, be asked those 
present to stick to it, and pointed out that this 
Movement waB uniting the people of the different 
provinces as evinced by the helping hand they held 
out to the people suffering in Backergnnj in conse¬ 
quence of the scarcity, and mentioned having reoeived 
Rs. 15,000. 

As regards the third point, the speaker said that 
Govt, had opened relief centres and were doing a lot 
for the distressed people, apd that His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor was going to Bee things 
personally and to grant large sums for the relief of the 
poor. That he was doing this in order to wipe away 
the effects of his previous high-handed aotions in 
quartering Gurkhas in this district,# diapering the 
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Conference etc. He hoped that the people wonld not 

be duped by all this and give His Honour an address. 

Aswinikumar Datta spoke at a meeting held on 

the 7th August at the Raja Bahadur’ja Haveli at tho 

termination of the procession that passed through the 

streets of Barisal, in commemoration of th& 

anniversary of the day on which the Boycott of 

English goods was first started. He exhorted the 

people not to forget this day, when they solemnly 

vowed to Boycott English goods and to work with 

redoubled energies for the Swadesi cause. Aswini Babu 

stated that they intended to go on working for the 

oause, and that they would bo helped by the Creator. 

He pointed out that thoso who had tried to stop them 

had come to grief, referring no doubt to His Honour 

Lioutenant-Governors resignation. He read out, in 

a loud voice, the Swadesi vow, and the audience 

repeated it after him. Some of those present burnt 

English or imported Mhutios’, etc. 

Ho was present at another meeting held at the 

Broja Mohan College on the 8tb, when ho congratulated 

Babu Rakhalcbandra Bai on his essay which he read 

» 

to the audience, in which it was stated that the 
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English had treacherously conquered India from the 
Mahommedans, etc. and expressed satisfaction at the 
unexpected strides the SwadeBi Movement have had 
made in a year’s time. 

In reply to a letter from Babu Ananda Bai of 
Dacca enquiring about the sort of reception it was 
inteaded to give His Honour Mr. Hare, Aswinikumar 
Datta said that he had consulted other agitators, and 
that he was of opinion that the present Lioutemnt- 
G-ovrnor should receive the same treatment as was 
accorded to Sir B. Fuller, or else the Swadesi cause 
would suffer. 

On the 2nd September Aswinikumar Datta 
convened a meeting in the Baja Bahadur’s Haveli at 
which he expressed great satisfaction that tho 

Mahommedans were following the example of the 

* 

Hindus in having meetings and processions, and 

p 

praised the Mahommedans. 

On the 19th September he attended a meeting at 
Daooa, at which sonae ten‘pandits’signed a declaration 
to the effect that persons using ‘bedeshi 1 goods would 
be liable to excommunication. It contained a clause 
providing for an atonement oeremoney. At another 
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mooting held on the same day in the grounds of 
Dacca Samiti, which was attended by about 8,000 
persons, including 100 Bengali ladies, he delivered a 
speech, in which be said that every Bengali possessed 
some spirit ( courage ) but none of them knew it till 
the Partition, which had taken place to rouse them 
from their long slumbers. That the advance made by 
the people, in one year was marvellous, and "if they, 
would only continue to persevere and to go from 
village to village, each persuading ten men not to 
purchase ‘bedeshi’ goods, the Partion would be 
cancelled. He 6aid that a Bengali would cow go to 
jail for a week or two with a smiling face, and that 
the time would come when he would not hesitate to 
sacrifice his life for his country. If they would only 
adopt this ardent spirit, the Partition would Boon 
be set aside. He begged that no buffalo he sacrificed, 
as customary, during the Pujas, but that the price of 
such be distributed amongst the poor instead. He 
deeply regretted the fact that some cloth merchants of 
Dacca bad indented for six lakhs worth of ‘belati* 
•cloths 

Shortly after be addressed the assembly where he 
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stated that hitherto the Bengalis had been 
slumbering, but now they were awake, and the fire 
that bad kindled in them was beyond human power to 
extinguish. Neither Nawab Salimulla, Lord Curzon, 
nor Sir Bampfylde Fuller could extinguish it. In 
every district Mahommedans had been selected to 
.bring about dissension between them and the Hindus. 
He warned the latter not to join the Mahommedan 
procession. 

On the same afternoon about 2,500 Hindus 
assembled again at the Qaveli and Aswini Baba 
presided at a meeting which was held. He gave a 
speech, in which he said he knew who instigated the 
Mahommedans in different places to get up counter- 
shows to the Hindus. Ho expressed great delight at 
the new life instilled into the Bengalis by the Partition, 
and before closing the meeting, made a vow to Boycott 
foreign goods and read out a declaration to the 
following effect:— 

That unless and until the Partition is cancelled 
or modified, they shall exert all legitimate means in 
their power to bring this about. That the meeting 
expressed utmost sorrow and indignation at the 
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refusal of the Govt, to listen to the repeated prayers 
, of the Bengalis to reconsider the Partition question. 

On 6th November at a meeting, which wai 
attended by some 1,000 Hindus, ABwini Babu 
delivered the following speech :— 

He said that he did not know what the present 
Lioutenant-Governor was about when in a resolution 

is 

he showed his approval of the work done by JVIessrs. 
Roddis and Knmp. This approval may be taken as a 
.trend of His Honours’s feelings towards the Bengalis. 
He further said that Sir B. Fuller’s high-handedness 
acted as a stimulent to the Bengalis. He alluded to 
the result of the trial at Khulna against the Barisal 
Police, and Baid that if suoh injustice was going to be 
.done, then the people could easily understand what 
redress they might expect and were bound bo become 
desperate and take the law into their own hands and 
retaliate for every insult that was offered tp them. If 
the whole nation were dis-satisfied withEnglish justice, 
it would be impossible to pacify them with 75,000 
English soldiers. He made a reference to the recent 
Mymensing Police assault case under orders of 
Superintendent of Police, and said that the Mymensing 
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people were unwilling to go to court, as they 
expecteed no justice. He also referred to the late 
Queen’s Proclamation of 1857, and said that every 
one expected justice in accordance therewith, but this 
bad been denied to them. He hoped, before long the 
Indians would be given Self-Government as other 
*nations have been under the British rule, and if the 
Govt. *did not give them their rights and privileges, 
a time would come when they would assert 
themselves, but he warned the people not to be 
impatient, as it might take a long time to obtain 
political privileges. He exhorted the people not to 
give up the Swadesi agitation and* to continue 
Boycotting foreign goods inspite of what Mr. Morley 
might have to say regarding the Partition. He 
advised every one to grow cotton and thus, remove 
the present want for thread which had to be imported. 

Everything, he said, should be done to cripple foreign 

* 

enterprise in India. 

On the 18th November 1906, he visited Dbamnra 
in Gaurnadi and convened a meeting in the house of 

Ambioaoharan Mukherjee. About 1,000 persons 

* 

atte oded, of whom 300 were Mahommedans. He 
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delivered a lecture, in which he explained the utility 
and benefit of Boycott of English goods, and stated 
that there was documentary evidence that English 
cloth, sugar and salt are manufactured with the help 
of ingredients which are against the religion of 
Hindus and MahommedanB. He requested both 
sects to work together, as their political interests 
were identical. The audience renewed the SwadeBi 
vow and promised to continue the agitation until 
the Partition was cancelled or modifiied. 

On 6th January 1907 at a meeting held in tbeRija 
Bahadur’s Haveli, which was attended by about 2,000 
persons, of* whom 350 were Mahommedans, he 
delivered the following speech :— 

He related what be had heard at the Congress 
about Boycott, Swade^i Movement, Partition, Self- 
Government, and National Education, and also the 
discussion which took place in the Select Commit ee. 
He said that ho was not at all satisfied with that part 

t 

of Naoroji’s speech in which he said that the people 
should continue to petition Govt,, otherwise the 
speech was a masterly one. He said that the 
discussions and diversities of opinion among the 
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delegates were good signs, as it showed that no one's 
word would be taken blindly. Even Babu Surendra- 
nath Banerjee’s speech bad been interrupted, and tbis 
was a very gotfd sign. The Congress was a great 
success. As regards the Industrial Exhibition, bo 
was mortified to find notices and advertisements of 
foreign goods posted on the walls of the Exhibition 
Hall, and he, therefore, expressed his views in a speech 
at Kalighat, in which he exhorted the people to 
Boycott the Exhibition, and as far as he could make 
out, many did so. He said that the rumour in Bari sal 
that Babu Surendranath Bauerjee wanted to withdiaw 
the Boycott was a deliberate lie, and he impressed 
on the people to continue Boycotting, and to preach 
it and Swadesi in the interior. When Afcikiilla, 
brother of the Nawab of Dacca, moved the Partition 
resolution, and man like Rasul, Sycd Mabommed, and 
other leading Mahommedans are against Partition 
it is useless to make out that the Mahommedans are 
in favour of it. He asked Hindus and Mahommedaus 
to unite together for the cause. 

He presided at another meeting held on 17th 
January 1907, in the same place and gave a short 
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speech in which be expressed Borrow at the shop¬ 
keepers breaking their rooms. Barisal, ho stated, 
had achieved notoriety for the work done in the cause 
and for the ‘Zoolum* to which thfe people had been 
subjected, and it was very necessary for the young 
men to work vigorously. He then gave out the 
names of the following shopkeepers who bad kepj to 
their vow, viz., Govindachandra Bai cboutlhury, 
Sidam Saha, Haranchandra Saha, Sonatan Saba, 
Golokcharan Saba, Kulacharan Saha, Ambiea Rai, 
Nadichand Saha, R&mkumar Saha, aud Raghunath 
Saha. About 1,000 persons attended thiB meeting, 
of whom 100 were Mahommedans. 

Aswinikumar Datta presided at a meeting held on 
the 19th January at the Haveli. He supported Babu 
Hibaraucbandra Das, the previous speaker, in all be 
had said, and added that his energy bad been 
lessened, seeing that many shopkeepers had imported 
4 belati’ cloth and other articles which weakened the 
•Swadesi agitation. Ge stated that at the last meeting 
he bad asked the people to Boycott those shopkeepers 
and this had been done, which had enoonraged him 
very much, and he expected' good result therefrom. 
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Some 1,200 persons, of whom 100 were M&homme- 
dans were present. 

On 24th January 1907,- a meeting was held at 

Mad an Mohan’s ‘akhara' in the town. About 3,00 

persona attended, of whom 22 were barbers. No 

Mahommedans were present. Aswini Baba gave a 

lecture in which he said that the Bengalis were not 
• 

inferior to any other nations, and fools alone said they 
were. He then addressed the barbers and pointed 
out to them that they were not to consider themselves 
as being of a lower grade of society. In fact, they 
were most useful members of sooiety and he went on 
to say that no one was hound to obey illegal orders. 
He stated that Sir B. Fuller issued an illegal circular 
forbidding the uttering of ‘Bande Mataram’ and 
brought GarkhaB to Barisal to see his orders carried 
out, and the deeds of those Gurkhas are well known 
in Barisal.. Fuller had very soon to withdraw his 
circular, because it was illegal. Again there was 
an order from authority forbidding people from sitting 
on the riverside in B&riBal. Two school hoys were 
arrested for violating these orders, reproached and 
let off; but when 200 ta 300 men went and sat there, 
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nothing was done and nothing more was beard about 
the order. Thus would all illegal orders vanish. 
India, be stated, was booming poorer day by day on 
account of the exportation of rice. * LaBb year rice, 
worth 19 crores of rupees, had been exported. Large 
sums of money were being 6wept away by tbo 
purchase of foreign goods. The audience were a§ked 
to do their best to stop all this. He insisted febat the 
barbers should nob attend those who import or use 
foreign articles, and told them that the names of these 
can be obtained from Babu Durgamohan Sen, editor 
of the Barisal Hibaishi. All the barbers present said 
that they swore by the God Madan Mohan to carry 
ont Aswini Babu’s request and that if any of them acted 
otherwise they would punish them, and hoped that 
the leaders of the agitation would help them in this. 

On 3rd February 1907, at a meeting in the Haveli, 
Aswini Babu made the following speech 

He commenced by explaining the meaning of 
Swaraj, and said that drat of all they must acquire 
‘Personal Swaraj* i. e , to learn to govern thoir own 
hearts and thus be morally strong, and when this was 
done, they would be able to claim self-Governmenfc 
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of the oonntry, not by the right of promise given by 

Queen Victoria, that one man should treat another 

with contempt. Everyone Las an equal right in* the 

dominion of God. He enjoined the Hindus and 

Mahommedans to work together for the cause and 

those proving traitors would be specially punished* 

He cited the instance of Brindaban Saha, the 
» 

shopkeeper of Barisal, who had been boycotted, and who 
at hia last mabotsov in his native district, Dacca, had 
only 31 persons, whereas in former years between 
5,000 to 6,000 used to attend. Brindaban had written 
repenting and wanted to compromise with the Somaj, 
but the latter bad not as yet determined the punish¬ 
ment to be meted out to the traitor. A^ini Babu 
then addressed the Hindu boatmen of whom 30 were 
present and pointed out that they were very useful 
members of society, and that their co-opertion in the 
cause was urgently needed. They were requested not 
to convey ‘bidesi’ goods in their boats, and they 
promised accordingly. 

He presided on 13th April 1907 at the Sub- 
Divisional Conference held at Bhola, when some 400 

y 

persons were present. He spoke in Bengali on 
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(1) Swadesi, (2) Boycott, (3) Swaraj (4) National 
Education. The aim of the speech waB to explain 
to those present how to progress without the help of 
Govt, and to attain Swaraj. He said that Indian 
money fed England, and commented on the attitude 
of Govt, officers at Comilla. He next spoke on the 
beating of men by the police at the Conference, and 

f. 

said that such police should be beaten. He advocated 
the abandonment of Govt, service, commented the 
independence of the head ‘pandit’ of the Bhola School 
in rofuaing to submit to Govt. School authorities* 
and the School Committee for refusing Govt. aid. 
Hindus, he stated, must improve their physique in 
order to be able to return two blowB when they get. 
one from a white man. He said that the measures 
adopted by Govt, in respect of water-supply, village 
roads, sanitation, and famine were not proper or 
adequate. He cited several instances when be had to 
send medical*help to people striken by Cholera and 

s 

small pox when Govt, remained inactive. He referred 
that the mal-administration of justice, and recom¬ 
mended settlement of dispates by arbitration, as it 
would be a saving and a just Bleeps for disposal of 
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each matterB. There were about 80 Moslems present 
at this meeting, pf whom nine were influential men. 

On 15th April 1907, he presided at a meeting 
which was held at B&risal to commemorate the 
previous year’s incidents. He requested the young 
men to go in for exercise and "lathi’ play, so that, in 
future, if regulation "lathis’ were used against them 
they*could retaliate, and that if the Conference had 
again been held in Barisal, they would give a 
proper account of themselves, if "lathis’ wero used 
against them. About 200 persons attended of whom 
four were Mahommedans. 

At a public meeting held on 22nd April 1907, on 
the ground of the Broja Mohan Institution, Bajanikanfo 
Guha, Principal of the College, stated that before 
establishing a National University, primary education 
must be given, especially to the illiterate Mahcm- 
medans. Aswini Babu said that it was impossible 
to decide anything at the meeting, as every one soemed 
to be of a different mind,; therefore it was disirable to 
appoint a Committee to discuss the matter. Evidently 
he thought that the establishment of a National School 
would mean a great loss to him. 
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On 27 th April, Aswinikumar Datta sent for the 

prostitutes of the town, one hundred and fifty of 

whom went to him, and asked them to give up their 

profession and take to weaving and spining, and 

offered them Us. 5 each per mensem as help. The 

women did not agree to those terms. He further 

* 

informed them that he waB very sorry for any 
inoonvenience that they may have felt at the 3asanti 
Puja, performance, and that he would see that, in 
future, they were not disturbed. This apology 
appears to have been the real reason for inviting the 
women to see him, as the women bad threatened to 
have nothing to do with any one who visited them 
unless they wore ‘belabi’ clothes and take ‘belati’ liquor. 

On 12th May he presided at a meeting of about 
1,500 persons, 100 of whom were Mahommedans, at 
the same place as above. The substance of his speeoh 
was as follows :— 

The arrest of Lala Lajp&t Rai, which though a 
matter of sorrow, is for the welfare of the country, and 
therefore we should not be sorry for it. The other 
principal leaders may also be arrested and deported, 
hut this measure which the Govt, has thought fit to 
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adopt to pat a stop to the Swadesi agitation will rather 
kindle and scatter fire in the heart of every Indian in 
every part of India more ardently. 

s 

The speaker said that he was ailing with a disease 
that shortened his life, and he would consider his life 
a success if he also be arrested and deported and 
Sis Hfe brought to an end for the Swadesi causes. 
He then said that the outrages which are constantly 
taking place in Hindu temples in different districts 
are due to weakness and feebleness of the Hindus. 
The Mahommedans know very well how to defend 
their mosque, and he asked every Hindu to make it 
his duty to defend his temple, if necessary» with his 
life. If any outrage is attempted on females, it should 
also be a duty to rescue them even at the cost of 
bloodshed. 

E. 0. Stuart Baker 
Deputy Inspector General Crime, 
Railways, and Rivers, Eastern 

Bengal and Assam. 

« 

— 0 — 
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From :—R. Hughes-Buller, Esq. District Magistrate 
of Backergunj. 

To—R. Nathan, Esq. C. I. E.. I. C. S., 
Commissioner of Dacca. 

Dated BarisaJ, the Gth May 1907. 

Herewith my promised report on affairs of 
Jhalakati since 21st April. On 24th April, I received 

Ci ^ 

a note from £abu Khosalchandra Rai, manager of the 
Bhukailas Estate No. 11, which embraces most of 
Jhalakati, stating that the merchants of this town 
had imported considerable quantities of European 
goods, cloths, sugar, etc., but were prevented from 
selling them by some volunteers, who had arrived 
from Farid pur, Madaripur, Bari sal, and other places. 
Some merchants went and complained to the manager 
on the evening of 23rd April, and, on enquiry, we 
concluded that they were being harassed. The Sub- 
Inspector at Jhalakati on 26th April sent a 
confidential report in which he stated that on thatday^ 
which was a ‘hat* day, 150 volunteeis armed with ‘Jatbis’ 
had marched through the streets of the town, 

i 

requesting shopkeepers and purchasers not to deal in 
European goods. Accordingly no ^elati’ salt could be 
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seen in the bazar, and confectioners wbo used 
European sugar in making of ‘batasha 5 closed their 
shops, a Mahommedan brought some kind of English 
glass, and the volunteers learning this asked the 
shopkeeper to take it back, and on bis refusal paid the 
purchaser the price and smashed the glass in front of 
tae*BjjLpp. Other instances in the Sub-Inspector's 
report of a similar nature were described. The 
leaders of the volunteers were Banamali Royv 
merchant, Nibaranchandra Das, Doctor, Sasikumar 
Aoharjee, and Bajanikanta Chatterjee, school teacher. 
The volunteers had come from different places all 
over the district, and I have information that one or 
two, if not more, were Hindus dressed up as 
Mahommedans. None of the shopkeepers at whose 
shops such incidents happened would make any 
complaint to the -Police. In a subsequent report, 
dated 28th April, the Sub-Inspector, wired that the 
volunteers were still patrolling the streets and 
interfering with the sale of European goods. On 28th 
April I received a further note from Khosalohandra . 
Roy forwarding a petition which three Mahommedan 
shopkeepers had presented to him. The purport of it 
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is that the petitioners have stooked supplies of 
miscellaneous European goods—lamps, steel plates, 
glasses, cups, umbrellas, eto., and have had no 
customers for the last five or six days owing to the 
presence of 300 or 400 volunteers, who have 
prevented customers from coming to their shops and 

* 

in some cases induced purchasers to return prtifiles 
which they had already brought. The volunteers 
have informed them that if they (the shopkeepers ) 
do not obey orders, disturbances more serious than 
those which have occurred at Comillaand Mymensing 
will result. The petitioners, as tenants of the Court of 
"Wards estate pray for protection. I interviewed 
the men next morning but they confined 
themselves to general statements and made no 
specific oharges against anyone. In view of these 
.repeated reports on 28th April I got the District 
.Superintendent of Police to despatch the following 
telegram to the Sub-Inspector “Please prepare list of 
all volunteers now interfering with trade at Jhalakati 
“to enable Magistrate to take Criminal Proceedings if 
necessary.” You will appreciate the motive of this 
.little piece of bluff, for I know the telegram Babu 
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would ‘peach*. On Wednesday Kemp and I aftei 
consultation decided to send Deputy Superintendent 
Manomohan Chakravarti to Jhalakati, and that 
offioer arrived there at 8 A. M. on 29th April and 
immediately went round the town. He found 
volunteers armed with big bamboos and ‘lathis’ 
marching up and down the main streets in batches of 
8 <Jr H and one stationed at each confectioner’s shop. 
The confectioners stated to him that they bad suffered 
heavy loss but that as they had foolishly purchased 
European sugar they should rekp the evil 
consequences of their actions. He was told that the 
volunteers had burnt some Manchester cloths, but did 
not see anything of this. The Deputy Superintendent 
learnt that the rendezuous of the volunteers is the- 
local school boarding house, and the teacher’* 
quarters. The volunteers were out from 8 A. M. to 
6 P. M. They appeared to the Deputy Superintendent 
to be the masters of the bazar and to be able to do> 
anything with impuhity 1 The shopkeepers told him 
that the Bengalis had won their case in England and 
hence the volunteers had started operations with 
renewed vigour. The presence of the Beserve Police 
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certainly had a reassuring effect, for as soon as they 
inarched through the town, most of the volunteers 
cleared out for the time being. There was a rumour 
in the town that the Zeminders of Khilpara and 
Basanda had sent 50 Mahommedans each to protect 
the volunteers as they apprehend that the latter 
would be attacked by Mahommedans, but the Deputy 
Superintendent and the Sub-Inspector found n&tlfing 
to corroborate this. It is nevertheless useful as 
showing what course events may assume. On the 
raorniDg of the 30th April Khosalchandra Roy went 
round the bazar but saw no volunteers. The last 
‘hat’' day was on Friday when the boycott had 
assumed more moderate proportions, and for the 
present I am less anxious. They now have their ‘lathis’ 
in the local school boarding house. Mean time 
evidence is being collected to support, if possible, a 
prosecution of the leaders under section 107, 
Criminal Procedure Code, but I shall not act without 
plaoing the case before Gupta, the Govt. Advocate, 
aud taking his opinion as to whether we are likely 
to get a conviction, and if things quiet down there 
will be no need to take aotion at all. The inoidents 
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related illustrate well the methods adopted by the 
agitators and some of the results of Swadesi teaching. 
That 200 or 300 volunteers, mostly Bchool boys from 
different parts of the country, should be able to parade 
through the town armed with ‘lathis’ and interfere 
with trade in a way which just saves them from coming 
within the clutches of the law is a fact, which 
deletes tl e close attention cf Govt. It is extremely 
difficult in events of this kind to obtain sufficient 
reliable evidence on which to base a criminal charge. 
In Jhalakati, the shopkeepers seem to have been so 
cowed by the volunteers that they were afraid to 
lodge complaints •, even had anyone of them gone to 
the length of making a complaint, it would in all 
probability have been withdrawn as soon as inquiry 
began to bo made. That such occurances should be 
possible, aud at present inevitable, is most 
unsatisfactory. I am submitting a separate report 
about volunteers generally and you will see that there 
is a strong organisation and a great development of 
the movement which has aims quite different to those 
with which it started. I am doubtful of the effioaoy 
of proceeding under seotion 107. We have the 
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greatest difficulty about obtainig evidence in any ease 
and under High Court ruling to be successful. In &> 
ease under seotin 107 we must prove some act or aots 
likely to lead to a breach of peace against each 
individual. I am inclined to think that it will be easier 
to take action under IX of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, but the danger there lies in leaving a large 
discretion in breaking up assemblies to half-ed&c^Tted 
Sub-Inspectors. 


Regarding the complaint of and against 
collecting panchayet, Haranath Basu, of Bhatar- 
kanda, p.s. Jhalakati. 

There is much love lost between the panchayat 
and the prime movers of this petition. The 
petitioners are the members of a Swadesi Committee 
in the village, which, besides furthering the Swadesi 
cause, aims at administering justice to the people* 
The following are the most important members of 
the Committee :— 

Babus Srinath Basu, Jagabandhu Sikder, Ramtanoo 
Sikder, Bhagawan Datta. During the incipient 
stage of the Swadesi agitation, Haranath Basis 
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was a partisan of the agitatorB. Bat later on an 

incident oocnred that made him keep aloof from 

them. A land dispate in connection with a right of 

way cropped np between Baba Janaki Datta on one side 

and Babas Ambica Das, Nandakumar Pal, Gobinda 

Datta and others on the other. Janaki Datta approached 

the Swadesi Committee for the decision of this case. 

% 

He filed the petition with Ramfcanoo Sikdar, the* 
President of the committee. Janaki Datta wanted 
Ambica Das to be ejected from the land and to be 
decreed the arrears of rent that had fallen due on> 
account of the land. This was about the 23rd Asar 
1313 B.S., that is, a year ago. Ambica Das and 
other co-sharers with him including a female, the* 
widow of Sonatan Das, were summoned by tho 
Swadesi council, but they omitted to respond to the* 
summons, and were, therefore, fined Rs 10 by the 
Swadesists. * ThiB fine, the defendant (Ambica Das- 
and others), refused to pay and the result of thie 
refusal was Social Boycott. Embarrassed by these 
circumstances Babu Ambica Das had sent in & 
wire to Babu Aswinikumar Datta, the leader of tho 
Swadesi cause in Backerganj* The copies of tho 
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telegrams made and received are given in the 
margin. 

1. From Ambica Das, Matters, however, pro- 

Jhalakati, to Aswinikumar greased so far that 
Datta. “Bhatarkanda Samity Ambica Das had to seek 
committing violence, polioe protection of Police, 
interference necassary.” and Anathbandhu 

X 

2. From Aswini Babu Chattorjee of Jfaalakati 

to Ambica Das, dated 14th Police station was 
November 1906. “We settle, deputed to village and . 
no police, come.” settled matters quietly. 

I have seen the 
■complaint of Ambica Das and the report of the Police 
Bub-Inspector at the Jbalakati thana. It was on this 
occasion that Babu Haranath Basu created enemies 
among the Swadesist9 who are now trying their best to 
elander and vilify him. Abusive notices directed 
againBt him were found posted here «and there on 
trees. I have seen a copy of one such with the 
Bub-Inspector at Jhalakati. 

Babu Haranath Basu was, however, compelled to 
support Babu Ambica DaB owing to certain 
circumstances. Some months ago Baba Haranath 
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Basu’s property was going to be attached for the pay 
of the chowkidars. Baba Ambica Das saved him 
from this attachment by lending him some money at 
the request of Babu Haranath Basu’s wife. 

# # * # 

Babu Durgacbaran Guha, Babu Ambica Das, and a 
few others are the only persons in the village that side 
with the panchayet. They have all been boycotted. 
Recently, on or about the 16th Baisakb,an occurrence 
took place in the villago in connection with the Social 
Boycott, but owing to want of evidence the matter 
could not come up before the Court. A basket 
containing offerings to the Hindu God ‘Narayan’ was 
being taken round the village from house to house. It 
happened to bn taken to a house adjacent to Babu 
Durgacbaran Guba’s. According to the religious beliefs 
of the Hindus, any householder that sees the basket 
must contribute something to it. Accordingly the 
female members of the bouse of Babu Durgacbaran 
Guha offered to throw something into the basket. The 
persons in charge of the baskets being all opposed to 
Babu Durgacbaran Guha and having boycotted him, 
refused to take anything and, moreover, passed some 
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slur and abusive remarks. Durgacharan Babu was away 
from home, but his sou Babu Debendrakumar Guha 
was in. He protested against the behaviour of these 
persons, and an alteroation ensued, in which be was 
assaulted by one Sri Brojendra Bal, the son of a. 
S wade si leader Babu Tarim Bal. 

# # # * 

« 

Diary of Mr. E. G. Hart, Superintendent of 
Police, Baokerganj, for week ending 16th June 1907. 

(Extract). 

Babu Aswinikumar Datta. leading local agitator, has been 
on tour, since the 7th instant, and has been holding a series 
of meetings. 

He is undoubtedly inflaming the villagers, who, if 
only left alone, would probably settle down and forget 
the agitation. This man seems to be a fanatic of 
the worst description and to be deliberately inciting 
the people to distroy the Ordinance, eto. It is to be 
hoped that hia visits will not be followed by rioting, 
for there is no doubt whatever that this man is 
primarily responsible for the unrest in this district, 
and it is he who brought up Leakat Hossain etc. 
incite the Mahommedans, while aimnltaniously ho 
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is going about the district preaohing sedition, or what 
is uncommonly near it. 

On the morning of the 9th instant Aswini Baba 
held a secret meeting at Nalchiti with closed doors 
in the empty shop of one Krishna kissan Foddar. 

The Sab-Inspector’s report is as follows :— 

Ropqjt dated Jhalakati, the 9th June 1907, submitted 
by Munsi Sayad Mahommed Bax to the Suprintendent of 
Police, Bari sal. through the office Inspector. 

I have the honour to report that we pursued the 

boat of Aswini Babu and reached Nalchiti at about 
7-30 P. M. on the 8th June 1907. We began to 
watch their movements. As soon as his boat reached 
there, men came from all sides and sensational 
movements were observed in the place. Satis Baba 
with one boy, went to the shop of Srinath Baja of 
Bhagyakul, Dacca, and to some other shops. Dino- 
nath Boy and Durgacharan Boy came into the boat 
of Aswini Babn and talked with him for an hour. 

They kept two lights in both the sides of the ‘khal’ 
so that none could go near the boat without their notice 
and hear the conversation. They went baek to their 
shops and nothing happened more on the night. 
*We kept oar watoh. 
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In the morning of the 9th June, 1907, at about 
7-30 A. M., Satis Babu went into the shops of 
Srinath Baja, Dino Babu, and others, and at about 
8 A. M. he went to the empty buildings of Krishna- 
kesore Poddar with some merchants and other 
persons. Aswini Babu also went there. They did 
not allow any person to enter there save *aome 
selected persons, with whom they held a consultation 
till 12 o’clock. In this private meeting they took 
the following persons :— 

1. Dino Babu, an ‘Aratdar* of the place . 

2. Krishnakumar Paul, ” ” ” 

3. Krisbnachandra Roy, ” ” ” 

4. Entazaddi kazi of Khozakhali, merchant, 

5. Fazlay Ali, talukdar o! the place, 

6. Abdul Wahed khan of khozakhali, 

7. Arjan, Talukdar, 

8. Abdulkasim, talukdar of khozakhali, 

9. Harendranarayan Bay, Janoki Babu’s 

servant, 

10. Tamizaddi, talukdar of Sardal, 

11. Mohimchandra Samadder, Lahajang Pal 

Babu’s Amla, 

In f 
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12. Lalit Talukdar, Pal Babu’s gomasta, 

13. Anandaoharan Roy, Zamindar of Goiipara^ 

14. Rai Mohan Talukdar, Janoki Babu’s 

gomasta,. 

15. Hemchandra Rakshit, Subal Choudhury’fl 

gomosta* 

• lj^ Dinobandhu Kundu, Raj chandra’a shop, 

17. Satis Babu, a merchant, 

18. Prabhatchandra Pal, a merchant, 

19. Bebari Roy, a merchant, 

20. Bhikari Babu, a merchant, 

21. Durgadas Agarwala, a mecrhant, 

22. Abhoycharan Kasi, a merchant. 

Made inquiries and learnt that Aswini Babu has 
told them to give subscriptions in the Swadesi fund 
and not to bring any case against any person in the 
courts of Govt. Decide the cases among yourselves 
and realize fine from the wrong party and give it to 
the Swadesi fund. 

In this way a large sum will be collected withia 
a very short time. He says that money is required 
now, otherwise nothing can be done. In'order to buy 
arms and ammunition money is required. If any 
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foreigner comes to help them then they can not 
i -maintain them without money. Therefore money 
is the principal thing required in order to keep up 
their cause. 

He prohibited not to buy or sell any ‘belati’ articles 
and make every thing prepared in your own country. 

Meeting was dissolved at about 12 o’clock. They 
came back to the boat and remained there up to 
5-30 P. M. 

They started and we followed them and reaohed 
Jhalakati at about 9 P. M. 

Aswini Babu reached Jhalakati late on the 9th 
night and next morning proceeded to hold further 
meetings in Jhalakati. The report of the Sub-Inspector 
is to the following effect:— 

Report dated Jhalakati, the 10th June 1907, submitted 
by Munsi Shaik Mahommed Bux, Sub-Inspector, to the 
Superintendent of Police, Barisal. through the office 
Inspector. 

I have the honour to report that we reached 
Jhalakati at about 9 P, M. on the 9th June 1907. I 
deputed constable Ledo Khan and Saroda Chakrabortty 
to watch their movements. None of them oame down 
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from the boat at night, but Bauamali Boy and 
Durgacharan Roy, the shopkeepers, went to the boat 
and talked with Aswini Babu. Nothing of importance 
happened in the night. In the morniDg of the 10th 
June, 1907, Saijaddi Khan, son of Islam Khan, 
talukdar of Kistokati, and many other volunteers came 
there. 

A>fibout 8 A. M. Nisi Doctor reached Jbalakati 
by steamer. Constable Nilkanto also came here. 
Nisi Doctor went to the boat of ABwini Babu. After 
that volunteers began to search the surrounding 

k 

boats if there is any Police officer in any of the boats, 
but they could not know our presence. After that 
Aswini Babu, Satis Babu, Nisi Doctor, and others 
went to a carpenter’s house near the boarding house 
and held a private consulation with the following 
persons:— 

1. Sasi, Master. 

2. Palin Roy, Ram KrUhto Roy’ gomasta. 

3. Benode Pal, a merchant. 

4. Banamali Roy, a merchant. 

5. Rajbehari Dey, Brindahan Pal’s gomasta. 

<6. Prasanna Baba, Manager, Balaganj Co* 

8 
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7. Durgaobandra Saha. Sonatan Saha’s Gomasta. 

8. Madhu Doctor. 

They kept volunteers all around the house, therefore 
we could not know anything about their consultation. 
At 11 A. M. Aswini Babu and Satis Babu left 
Jhalakati and went to Kistokati on the other side of 
the river, made enquiry and learnt that they will 
hold a meeting there in the house of Islam Khan 
Talukdar. We were there, made enquiry and learnt 
that the following Mahommedans and Hindus were 
present at the meeting held at about 3 P. M. 

1. Islam Khan Talukdar. 

^2. Kntazaddi Sardar. 

3. Mantazaddi Khan Talukdar. 

4. Shona Khan. 

5. Saijuddi Khan. 

6. Choioo Khan. 

7. Eakoob Khan. 

8. Tamezuddi Manjki. 

9. Taizuddi Kazi. 

10. Ahmed Kazi. 

11. Abdul Latif. 

12. Kisori Dhobi ( Washerman ), 
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Many other Hindus were present. Aswini Baba 
told them that he will support them in every way, and 
prohibited them not to buy ‘belati’ articles any more. 
Moreover, he has ordered one Abdul Ali, son of Golam 
Ali, Barai Karan to supply him with 350 bundles of 
bamboo, for the cost of which he has paid Bs 50/- as 
"advance money. At the end of the meeting they 
called ‘Bande Mataram’ thrice very loudly. They 
held another meeting at about 5 P. M. in the house 
of Diplal Saba at Mudipur. In this meeting the 
following persons were present. 

1. Kaliuath Bandopadhay. 

2. Sarnaohandra Dam. 

3. Syamacharan Pal. 

4. Dinonath Saha. 

6. Kalicharan Saha. 

6. Syamacharan Chattopadhya. 

7. Hosanaddi Mitial. 

8. Manaruddi Sikdar. 

9. Tamejuddi Matial. 

10. Sadaruddi Matial. 

11. Homjuddi Matial. 

111. Ali Aoam Khan* 
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13. Godi and others. 

Nothing of importance baB happened there. After 
that some volunteers came with red frigs in their 
hands and they toik Aswini Babu, Satis Babu, 
Nisi Doctor, and others to the house of fliralal 
Saha at Baraikaran. The volunteers came to the 
ghat with lightB in their hands in order to see ^thencr 

f 

off and they called ‘Bando Mataiam’ several times 
very loudly. They did not hold any meeting there. 
Aswini Babu and others came back to Jhalakati and 
reached there at about 8-30 P. M. 

At night he held another meeting in the house of 
one Prasanna Babu, Manager of the Balaganj 
Company. The following report on the subject was 
submitted: — 

Report dated Maieani, Sarnpkati, submitted by 
Mansi Shaik Mahommed Bux, SuL-Inspi cfor to the 
Superintendent of Police, Bangui, through the office 
Inspector. 

I have the honour to report that Aswini Babu and 
others came back to Jhalakati from Baraikaran at 
about 8-30 P. M. An hour after they came out from 
•the boat and went to the house of Ptasanna Babu, 
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the Manager of Balaganj Company. They held a. 
private meet ng on the upper storey of the building 
and kept the doors closed against any unknown 
persons till 12 o’clock. In this meeting the following, 
persons were present: 

1. Sasi Master. 

• 2. Pulin Roy, Ramkrishto Roy’s gomasta. 

3. Renode Pal, merchant. 

4. Rajbebari De, Brindaban Pal’s gomasta. 

5. Durgaol aran Saha, Sanatan Saha’s gomasta. 

6. Madhu Doctor. 

7. Biuamali Roy, merchant. 

8. Jatin Babu. 

Nibaran Doctor etc,, and many other persons' 
whoso names could not be known, in all there were 
about 30 to 35 persons present. Aswini Babu told, 
them to raise subscription at the rate of 5 pice per 
bead fromr the big merchants and 3 pice per head 
from other merchants and to give the sums to the 
Swadesi fund, prohibited them not to sell or buy any 
‘belati’ articles in future. He has offered rewards to 
the coolies of the Steamer offices if they can find out 
‘belati’ articles in goods which oome in the office. He 
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said that civil oases of all nature should be decided 
among thomsalves, hut the criminal cases of serious 
nature should be compromised in the court; and other 
cases Bhould be decided privately. The fine which 
will be realized from the wrong party should be given 
to the Swadesi fund. Moreover, he has told that 
everyone must learn to defend bis own body ; and if. 
snob persons combine together then they can defend 
their own country. Money is wanted, otherwise no 
work can be done. He delivered the lecture with 
some exciting words, showing that we, the natives, 
are about 30 crores in India and the English are only 
about two lakhs and a half; then why such a large 

4 

number of people should remain under the control of 
suoh a small number. Nothing has happened more 
in the night. 

In the morning of the 11th June, 1907, Aswini 
Babu, Satis Babu and Nisi Doctor went to the 
house of Nibaran Doctor and went back to the boat. 
At about 1 P. M. ABwini Babu, Satis Babu, and 
others left Jhalakati and proceeded towards kaukbali. 
Nisi Doctor remained at Jhalakati. Therefore 1 
left constable Nilkanto to keep watch upon him* 
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Constable Saroda Chakrabarty is suffering from fever 
•inoe Sunday last and baa become mncb weak. I, 
therefore, have left him at Jhalakati, so that he may 
go baok to Barisal by steamer. I have taken with 
me constable Nanda, who haB been ordered by the 
senior Sub-Inspector of Jhalakati to accompany me* 
•We pursued them and reached at Hasan Shaik’s ‘hat* 
at about 6-30 P. M. They kept their boat there and 
went up to the ‘hat.’ Aswini Babu asked them if they 
have left to buy or sell any ( belati’ articles, but the 
answer was that they do not buy or sell any Swadesi 
articles in the ‘hat.’ They left the ‘bat’ soon after and 
started for Maisani, Sarupkati thana, and reached 
there at about 7-30 P. M. They kept the boat near 
the house of Dinonath Samaddar, deceased. They 
oried ‘Bande Mataram* thrice as soon bb they reached 
the ghat, in answer to that the villagers also cried 
‘Bande Mhtaram’ several times. This proves that 
there was an arrangement beforehand. We kept one 
small boat a little far off from their boat so that we 
may overhear the lecture. The people gathered near 
the shore at about 8 P. M. Aswini Babu and others 
did not go down but delivered the lecture from the 



120 Echo of Aswinikumar’s Deportation 

roof of the boat. 

In the afternoon of the 11th instant, Aswini Baba 
went to Maisani, in the Sarupkati Police station, 
arriving there at about 8 P. M. The visit seems to 
have been pre-arranged as he was greeted with loud 
cries of ‘Bande Mataram.’ 

Aswini Babu then addressed the people frop* bi& 
boat and the details of this are as follows :— 

Report dated Arangal ( GaraDgal), the 12th June 
1907, submitted by Munsi Shaik Mahommed Bux, 
Sub-Inspector, to the Superintendent of Pc 1 ice* 
Barisal, through the office of the Inspector. 

I have the honour to report that we reached 
Maisani at about 7-30 P. M., on the 11th June, 1907 t 
and kept our boat a little far off from the boat of 
Aswini Babu, so that his lecture may be overheard* 
The meeting was held at about 8 P. M. near the house 

u 

of Dinonath Samaddar, deceased. Aswini Babu 
delivered the lecture from his boat and the people 
assembled near the shore. The substance of his 
lecture was this, that to learn to defend oneself *, and 
for that purpose you should prepare Tejas', ‘earkies*, 
bombs, aud ‘lathis'. He said, u we are natives, therefore 
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wo cannot havo guns but we must defend ourselves 
with what we can have. He said, lk we are 30 croies 
men in India and there are only two and a. 
half lakhs English. If 10 crores of us die, yet 
we can drive them from India.” He said many 
exciting words like these. He told them to cut off 
all connections with the man who brought a case 
against some persons and owing to that those 
persons have been bound down. He told them not 
to buy ‘belati’ articles, etc. 

The meeting was dissolved at about 9-30 P. M. 
Men went by the side of our boat with much praise of 
Aswini Babu, but owing to dark night we could not 
recognize them. There were about 41 persons present 
in the meeting. We could not know their names but 
we heard the names of the following persons as they 
called one another loudly :— 

1. Aswini Bose. 

2. Phanibbushan Palit. 

3. Benod Samaddar. 

4. Baioharan Master. 

Nothing happened more in that night. 

In the morning of the 12th June, 1907, mad» 
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enquiry and found that Satis Babu is nob with 
Aswini Babu. Constable Saroda Chakravarty saw him 
in the boat of Aswini Babu just before they left 
Jhalakati, bub none could say when be got dowD. 

When they started from Jhalakati there was one 
small boat by the side of the green boat. We did not 
pay any attention to that. We started about half an 
hour later, so that we may keep our boat far off from 
iheir boat. When we came in Bight of the green boat 
we did not find that small boat, but we did not care 
for that. Most probably Satis Babu went back to 
Jhalakati by that boat. Made enqniry and learnt 
in the evening that he was at Jhalakati and expected 
to be at Eaukhali next day by steamer. Sent 
information to Jhalakati thana. 

At about 8 A. M. on the 12th June, 1907, about 
200 men assembled near the boat of Aswini Babu. 
At first he delivered the lecture from th'e boat and 
then he came down and spoke to them. He said the 
same thing what he told last night. I deputed Hosan 
'Chaukidarof Sarupkati tbana to take down the names 
of those persons present there. The meeting was 
idsolved at about 11 A. M. 
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The following persona and many others were 
present there : 

1. Eaicharan Cbakravarty of Ramatai, 
Headmaster of Maisani School. 

2. Saratohandra Chakravarty, son of Ramknmar 
Chakravarty o! Maisani. 

0 3. Eaicharan Bose, son of Madhabchandra Bose 
of Maisani. 

4. Bipinbehari Bose, son of Mabimchandra Bose 
of Maisani. 

5. Bisweswar Chakravarty, son of Matbnr 
Gbakravarty of Maisani. 

6. Bhuban Ghakravarty of Maisani. 

7. Sitanath Datta, son of Harachandra Datta of 
Maisani. 

8. Surendranath Ghakravarty of Maisani, 
student of Maisani School. 

9. Sasibhushan Ghosh of Maisani. 

10. Kalicbaran Ghosh, son of Sasimohan 
Ghosh of Maisani. 

11. Nimai Bose, son of Umacharan Bose of 
Maisani, student of Maisani School. 

12. Lalit Hazra, son of Brind&ban Hazra of 



124 


Echo of Aswinikumar's Deportation 


Maisani, student of Maisani School. 

13. Kshirod Samaddar, son of Mahes Samaddar 
of Maisani, student of Maisani School. 

14. Binode Samaddar, son of Dinobandhu 
Samaddar of Maisani, student of Maisani School. 

15. Suryakumar De of Maisani, student of 
Maisani School. 

16. Annadacharan Samaddar of MaiBuni, student 
of Maisani School. 

17. Suryakanta Roy, son of Chandrakanta Roy 
of Maisani, student of Maisani School. 

18. Aswini Samaddar, son of Frakas Samaddar 
of Maisani. 

19. Ambicacharan Sil, son of Fatikeharan Sil of 
Maisani. 

20. Faniprasanna Chakravarty of Maisani. 

21. Krishnalal Chakravarty, son of Haranatb 
Chakravarty of Maisani. 

22. Satischandra Guha of Maisani, Muktier, 
Perozpur Court. 

23. Annadacharan Sarkar of Maisani, Muktiar, 
Perozepur Court. 

24. Gopalehandra Roy, son of Madhabehandra 
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Roy of Maisani. 

25, Mathur Chakravarty of Maisani. 

2G. Srinath Chakravarty, eon of Debcabh 
CLiakravartv of Maisani. 

27. Asntosh Gbcsh, sen of Durgachandra Ghosh 
of M tisani. 

• 28. Ganrsundar Mandal, son of Radhakrishna 

Mand.U of Maisani. 

29. Paresnath Datta of Maisani. 

30. J'lgaicharan Sarkar of Maisani. 

31. Rajnatih Sarkar of Maisani. 

32. Kailaschandra Sarkar, son of Madan Sarker 
of Maisani. 

33. Kasinath Samaddar of Maisani, Assistant 
Panohayat. 

34. Bholanath Chakravarty of Maisani, Assistant 
Fan ebay at. 

35. Dwarkan&th Bose of Mesanda, Assistant 
Panchayat. 

36. Manimohan Samaddar of Maisani. 

37. Rasikohandra Samaddar of Maisani. 

38. Ramchandra Samaddar of Maisani. 

39. Satyaohandra Roy of Maisani. 
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40. Hemantakumar Samaddar, son of Krishna- 
kanta Samaddar of Maisani. 

41. Kaliprasanna Chakravarty, son of Ram- 
kisore Chakravarty of Maisani. 

42. Haran Chakravarty, son of Ramkisore 
Chakravarty of MaiBani. 

43. Chandrakanta Chakravarty, son of^ Gopal 
Chakravarty of Maisani. 

44. Saryakatnar Samaddar, son of Mathnra 
Samaddar of Maisani. 

46. Qaranchandra Samaddar, eon of Dwarkanath 
Samaddar of Maisani. 

46. Alokchandra Jugi of Maisani. 

47. Haris Jugi, son of Alokohandra Jugi of 
Maisani. 

48. Haris Dbubi of Maisani. 

49. Mahimohandra Dbubi of Maisani. 

50. Annadaohandra Dhubi, son of Mahes Dhubi 
of Maisani. 

51. Purna Haidar, son oi Anal Haider of 
Maisani. 

52* Baiobaran Mandal, son of Haracharan 
M&ndal of Maisani. 
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53. Iswarchandra Merda of Maisani. 

54. Nasai Haidar of Maisani. 

55. ABwinikumar Bose, sob of Annada Bose of 
Mesanda. 

56. Jogesohandra Bose, son of Kalioharan Bose 
of Mesanda. 

• 57. Gopalchandra Bose, son of Dhan&njoy Boso 

of Mesanda. 

58. Arjyanath Ear, son of Rajkumar Ear of 
Mesanda. 

59. Gopal Samaddar, bod of Mahim Samaddar oi 
Mesanda. 

60. Dwarkanath Samaddar of Mesanda. 

61. Gaganchandra Samaddar of Mesanda. 

62. Suryaknmar Samaddar, Bon of Uamkisoro 
Samaddar, of Mesanda. 

63. Sarodakanfca Samaddar of Mesanda. 

64. Hamantakumar Ghosh, son of Sasiknmar 
Ghosh of Jnlnhar. 

65. Harimohan Pal, son of Anukul Pal of 
Jnlnhar. 

66. Chandraknmar Pal, son of Nabin Pal of 
Jnlnhar. 
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67. Mndankumar GhoBh of Mesanda. 

68. Parbatichandra Pal of Juluhar, 

69. Nabinchandra Pal of Juluhar. 

70. Kaairam Das of Juluhar. 

71. Kailaschandra Samaddar of Juluhar, 

72. Mathurnath Samaddar of Saroudaj kati. 

73. Beharilal Bose of Sasid, teacher of 
Kirtipasa School. 

71. Isanchandra Cbakrabarty, eon of Bismer 
Chakrbartv of SaBid, teacher of Kirlipasa School. 

75. Annadacharan Kar of Saeid. 

76. Kalinath Mukberjee of Jalabari. 

77. Lalitkumar Duraji of Jalabari. 

78. Prakaschandra Datta of Jalaban. 

79. Nilkamal Karmaker of Jalabari. 

80. Loknath Karmaker of Jalabari. 

81. Maui ram Karmakar o! Jalaberi. 

Besides these men, there were about 125 men 
more present, but their names could not be known. 
Aswini Babu remained at Maisani till 6 P. M. and 
after that started for Garangal, as he was invited by 
one Ambicaoharan DaB, brother of Harakumar Das, 
Dab-Inspector of Polioe, Rangpar. They reached 
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there at about 7 P. M. Owing to bis illness he did not 
go to the house of Ambicaeharan but remained in the 
boat that night. 

Next morning he held a public open air meeting 
and delivered another inflammatory address, advising 
the people to arm themselves with spears, etc., and 
again pointing out the paucity of the English in India. 
The following is an independent report from the 
Sub-Inspector of Swarupkati :— 

Report No. 7, dated Swarupkati police station, 
the 13th June 1907 submitted by Munsi Farhad Ali, 
Sub-Inspector, to the Superintendent of Police, 
Backergunj. 

In continuation of my confidential report, dated 
the 12th instant, I beg most respectfully to state that 
last night I reached Sukberbat, police station 
Jhalakati, where I heard that Babu Aswinikumar 
Datta, pleader came here on the 11th June, 1907, at 
about 5 P. M., and said that ‘belati’ goods were sold 
here. Hossein Mia, the owner of the 'hat 9 was sent 
for. Qe did not go to him, but he sent word that 
they would not hear him and that they will allow 
people to sell ‘belati* goods in his ‘bat*. Hearing this 
9 
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Aswini Baba left the ‘hat’ and reached Maisani in the 
jurisdiction of Swarepkati after evening. Hero Le 
landed on the ghat of JJmonath Somaddar, but did 
not go to the house of an\body. His fondirgp, etc. 
wore supplied by Satyaokarau Chakra vai tv. TvLon ho 
landed there, some 20 to 25 volunteers and 30 to 40 
men of the village received him shouting ‘Band© 
Mataramh Tho volunteers were armed with big 
'lathis’ and we^o with badges and uniforms. I could 
collect tho names of seme of the volufcrers which are 
as follows :— 

1. Satyacharan Chakravarty, son of ltainkumar 
Chakravarty of Maisani, aged about 35 years. 
No profession. Formerly was a teacher of 
Maisani school. 

2. Gopalehandia Roy, eon of Madhab Roy, aged 
about 25 years \ formerly was J^ndit of 
Maisani school, now no profession. 

3. Jogendrachandra Bose, son of Kalicharan 
Bose, aged 20 years ; ex-student of Maisani 
school. 

4. Ealinath Somaddar, son of a person not known, 
of Maisani, aged 35 years ; arKabiraj. 
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6. Gopalchandra Bose, son of Dbananjay Bose of 
Maisani, aged 27 years ; a Kabiraj. 

6. Satyacharan Roy, father's name not known, of 
Maisani, aged 30 years ; a shopkeeper- 

7- Bholanath GhaUravarty, son of Radhanath 
Chakravarty of Maisani, aged 40 years ; 
a Purohib. 

8. Satisehandr i Guha, father’s name not known* 
of Maisani ; a Mukht-iar at Perojpor, aged 30 
years. 

9. Munimohan Soruaddar of Maisani, father’s 
name not known, aged 40 years ; no 
profession. 

10. Kiiininikumar Soruadd ir of Maisani, son of 

Kbosal Somiddar, aged 36 years; no 

profession. 

11. Sibapath Datta, son of Mahcs Datba, aged 30 
years ; a Kabiraj. 

12. Saradacharan Datta, son of Dinobandhn 
Datta of Maisani, aged 19 years ; ex-student 
of Maisani school. 

Raioharau Chakravarty, Postmaster, was the 
ader of these men. After landing at night, Aswini 
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Babu gave a short speech to ubg Swadesi articles. 
Next morning ( 12th June 1907 ), from about 8 A. M. 
to 12 A. M. a public meeting was held on the ghat 
under a big Rantree tree. Aawini Babu did not take 
his seat on the chair but sat on a broken root of a 
dead tree on the plea that for his sake these golmals 
arose and men are in trouble, so he is not fit for chair 
and will not be tit until he can rectify it. About 250 
to 300 Hindus and 4 Mabommedans from different 
neighbouring villages assembled there. I have given 
below the names of some of them ( as far as I could 
collect). 

Before delivering lecture ABwini Babu called Puma 
Haidar, who brought a case under Section 107, 
Criminal Procedure Code, against some agitators in 
the thana. He heard from him the fact of the case 
and that Puma having demanded the loss incurred, 
Aswini Babu said that his case could bo taken up 
afterwards. After this he commenced his lecture. 
The following are the main points which he touched 
in his lecture :— 

/ 

1. That for boycotting ‘belati* goods the Govt, has 
been looser by this time, and the Govt, will be much 
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more looser if they continue to do so, and the Govt- 
will be bound to upset Partition. 

2. The cases to be tried by pancbayats formed by 
themselves. They derive no benefits from the court, 
on the contrary they only incure expenditure by 
which Govt, is benefitted •, as for instance, they pay 

. stamp fees to the Govt., nnd if they be fined, the Govt, 
is benefited by that. So if there be any case in the 
village, it should be settled by themselves and the 
injured man will be componsated by paying him the 
fines imposed on the injurer. 

3. Several men have been in trouble and several 
oases were instituted against some persons, and that 
there is possibility of more cases being instituted. In 
order to meet with these expenses, money is required. 
So they should collect money and deposit this in the 
Charity Fund. 

4. That they Bhould not purchase stamp and 
currency notes, etc., as these will have no value when 
English Govt, will come to an end. Govt, is making 
them loser by selling these worthless papers to them 
which have no value at all, or they may be worth a 
pioe or so. 
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5. Now-a-days Govt, ir oppressig them in several 
ways. So it is necessary for every body to defend 
tbemselves •, they should be able to defend their villages 
and, if necessary, should be able to defend their king¬ 
dom ( Bengali character ). To do this, weapons are 
required, but fchoy are deprived of guns, etc. Now 
they can easily prepare spears ( by the blacksmiths 
who are their countrymen ), ‘lathis’ and hows and 
bullets, etc., for defending themselves in the above 
way. So they are required to prepare all these and 
keep them ready. 

6. The Swadesi movements have improved the 
country and it will improve more and more if they 
will stiok to it. 

After delivering lecture he left the place at evening 
for Garangal, police station, Jbalakati. 

When Aswini Babu took bis seat affcgr finishing 
hi3 lecture, Saratchandra Chakravarty and Baicharan 
Cbakravarty rose one by one and explained to the 
audience what Aswini Babu said in the lecture. It is 
said that Babu Satisohandra Chatterjee accompanied 
Aswini Babu. 
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The names of some of the persons who attended 
the meetings are: — 


n 

i . 


8 . 


1. Afozaddin Ghzi. 

2. Katti Gazi. 

3. Abbas Gazi. 

4. Rahirauddin. 

5. Gonr Sundar Mandal. 

6. Isvvarchandra Mandal. 
Purna Haidar. 

Nabin Seal. 

9. Sitanath Datfca. 

10. Krishfcalal Chakravarty. 

11. Kaliprasanna Chakravarty. 

12. Snrendranath Chakravarty. 
1«3. Harchandra Chakravarty. 

14. Haran Chakravarty. 

15. Bisweswar Chakravarty. 

16. Bhuban Chakravarty. 

17. Sasikumar Bose. 

18. Baicharan Bose. 

19. Bipinbehari Bose. 

20. Satis Roy. 

21. Stvnatti Chakra at • 


of Maisani 


>» 


99 




99 


99 


1* 




>y 


»» 








99 


99 


*1 


99 


5 » 


>* 


'll 



136 


Echo of Aswinikamar’s Deportation 


22. 

Hemanfca Somaddar. of Maisani 

23. 

Annada Somaddar. 

99 

24. 

Kahirodehandra Somaddar. 

99 

25. 

Ambika Seal. 

99 

26. 

Gopal Roy. 

99 

27. 

Binode Somaddar. 

99 

28. 

Jadab Sarkar. 

99 

29. 

Ralitkumar Hazra. 

99 

30. 

Rajnatih Sarkar. 

99 

31. 

Kailas Sarkar. 

99 

32. 

Paresnafch Dafcta. of 

Mas an da 

33. 

Kailas Sarkar. 

99 

34. 

Gopal Somaddar. 

99 

35. 

Suryakanfca Somaddar. 

99 

36. 

Haran Somaddar. 

99 

, 37. 

Gopalchandra Ghosh. 

99 

38. 

Jogendra Bose. 

99 

39. 

Aswini Bose. 

99 

40. 

Gaznath Kar. 

99 

41. 

Dwaraknath Somaddar. 

99 

42. 

Gangacharan Somaddar. 

99 

43. 

Mahima Somaddar. 

99 

44. 

Dhananjoy Bose. 

If 
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45. 

Prasanna Bose. 

of Masanda 

46. 

Kalicharan Bose. 

»* 

47. 

Pwarikanath Bose. 

»» 

48. 

Fatik Kar. 

»» 

49. 

Kailas Rout. 

»» 

50. 

Gurucharan Patta. 

»» 

51. 

Annada Bose. 

n 

52. 

Harimohan Pal. 


53. 

Chandrakanta Pal. 

>» 

54. 

Parbati Pal. 

of Juluhar 

55. 

Kalinatb Mukherjee. 


50- 

Kasinath Mukherjee. 

»» 

57. 

Hemantakumar Ghosb. 


58. 

Nabiu Dev. 

»> 

59. 

Kailaschandra Somaddar of Samudaykati 

GO. 

Mathuranith Somaddar. 


Gl. 

Lalitkumar Patta. 

of Jalabari 

62. 

Prakis Patta. 


63. 

Loknath Karmakar. 


64. 

Manirarn Karmakar. 


65. 

Suryakumar Biswas. 

»» 

66. 

Isau Ghakravarty. 

of Bashid 

67. 

Amrita Kar. 

19 
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G8. Sibanath Kar. of Sashid 

G9. Bebarilal Bose. ,, 

The mooting ended with tha shouting of ‘Bande 
Mataram.’ 

The speaker obviously advocates the overthrow of 
the present. Govt, which he is attempting to under¬ 
mine by asking people to boycott Law Courts and settle 
their disputes among themselves ; wbile he invites 
them to arm themselves as best they can. The 
reference to the Govt, currency note is 
interesting. 

On tho 13th instant Aswini Balm reached O.uangal, 
in Jhalakati police Btation, and address* d a meeting of 
some 40 persons in the cutchari of Ambicacharan 
Das. The following report gives the particulars. 

Report, dated the 13th Juno, 1907, submitted by 
Fazlur Rahaman, Sub-Inspector, Jhalakati police 
station. 

I beg most respectfully to report that Aswini Babn 
was at Maisani, Swarupkati police station elaka upto 
evening of 12th June 1907. After sun set he came 
over to Garangal in Jhalakati police station elaka in 
his boat. He took his meal supplied by Gaganchandra 
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1Mb and Amhicaeharnn Das of Gamut'll in his boat, 
and halted th^re for tho ni^ht in his boat. 

To day ( 13th dnno 1007 ), at about 8 P. M., he 
came out from bin boat and went to the house of 
Ambicaoharan Da 5 ’, or.d there he sat in his cutchari 
house. 

1. TJmakanta I)is. 

2 launch mdra. Das. 

3. Rikhalohtnnra lias. 

4. Chandrakantn. Idas. 

5. 13 is we s war Das. 

G. Kisiswur Das. 

7. Satischandra Das. 

8. Upendracbandra Somaldar. 

9. Shakhanabh Da**. 

10. Sashfcicharan Do. 

11. Dur(;aeharan Datta. 

12. Sajatchandra Do. 

13. Isanchandra Chakrbarty. 

14. Lalmohnn Cbakrabarfcy. 

15. Ruhinikumar Das. 

16. Khosalchandra Chakravrty. 

17. Bipinchandra Datta. 
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18. Ananfcakumar Datfca. 

19. Gaganchandra Das. 

20. Suros Da of Garangal. 

21. Gopalchandra Bofo. 

22. Gangacharan Somaddar. 

23. Upendra Somaddar of Maisani. 

24. Saratchandra Boso of Juluhar. 

and some other common men, about 40 in all, 
assembled in the said cufccbuiri of Ambicacbaran Das. 
Then Aswini Babu delivered a Bhort lecture, 
persuading them to use Swadesi goods and to abandon 
‘belati’ goods, and he aUo persuaded them to 
compromise both criminal and civil caseB among 
themselves. At about 11 A. M. he returned to his beat. 
At about 3 F. M. Satischandra Chatterjee went there 
and joined Aswini Babu in his boat. About 4 P. M. 
Aswini Babu, and bis party left Garangal and went 
to Magura in Kaukbali police station elakuu 
There one Bajoo Haidar of Garangal rr quested 
Aswini Babu to come over to bis bouse, as all 
members of his bouse are anxious to see him as a great 
personage. Aswini Baba then went over to his house 
at about 5 P. M. and stayed there for an hour. Some 
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inen of the locality also assembled there and ABwini 
Babu gave the same instruction to them and agreed to 
help the local ‘pathsala’ with an annual subscription 
of Rs. 48/-. He then went to his boat at Magura in 
Kaukhali police station elaka and stayed there in his 
boat. Sub-Inspector JMohammad Bux with his 
constable and men and Anandakumar, constable of 
our police station, are watching bis movements and 
proceedings. 

This speech contains similar features to the others 
and specially advocates boycott of English Law 
Courts. 

Aswini Babu then went on to Atnrajuri near 

Kaukhali where he reached the s uno day, and halted 

for the night near tho houso of one Akshaykumar 

Bose. Next morning ho held a meeting of about 100 

persons in the house of this Akshaykumar Bobo, in the 
# 

courtyard of the same. About 100 people are said to 
have assembled but no one who was not known to the 
agitators was allowed nearby ; constables sent in 
disguise were driven away. 

The members of the ‘Amrajuri-Kaukhali Sammilani 
Sahba* delivered a printed address to Aswini Babu* 
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which was presented by Akshaykumar Bose. A ccpy 
of translation has been sent to the Magistrate. 

Note by S. B.—This is simply an ode glorifying 
Aswini Babu and his work. 

Aswini Babu is said to have advocated Swadcsi 
Boycott and a subscription for the deft nee of the cases 
against Leakat Hossain here. 

Aswini Babu v,vnb to K ukhali at 12 noon and 
addressed about 500 people from the bark, when he 
again preached on bwadesi matters and advocated the 
boycott of English Law Courts and settling cases in 
villages. 

At about 1 o’ clock he left Juluhar, in Svvarupkati 
police station, while Satischandra CLattorjee, 
Professor of B. M. College, who bad accompanied him 
so far, and who appears to have acted as a fore-runner 
to make arrangements in advance for Aswini Babu’s 
coming, returned to Bariaal. 

It will thus be seen that Aswinikumar Datta, who 
for months has troubled the district, is now making a 
triumphal tour in the inteiior, stirring up the ignorant 
cultivators in defiance of recent Govt orders. 

The following are the movements :— 
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Movement} of agitators SatiBchandra Cbatterjee 
toured with Asvvini Babu. Kisikanta Bose was at 
Jhalnkati between lOch and 13th and at Nalchifci on 
14th, returning to Baikal on 15bh. Siris 3^oy, paid 
agitator, left Birita : , on the 12th evading the police, 
and has not yet been traced. 

Yoin nfeers 

The Sub-Inepet tor, Kaukhali, reports he was 
insulted by volunteers in Kaukhali bazur on 13th 
instant and has been boycotted. On 10th instant, an 
urgent who was received from the Railway Police that 
a Sikh was travelling to Barisal with a sword-stick 
from one Sikh Brshu ir., Akahkwnar Singh. It was 
not really a swunl-r-tick, but exactly resembled 
one in appearance and bad an iron point at the end 
some inches long, which is used by travelling 
Sikhs for cooking purposes. Inside the bundle was 
concealed a small bottle of scent. The man appeared 
to be a religious mendicant, and the matter is now 
pending with tbe Magistrate. 

Mahommedan Meeting 

It is said that one Mohan Khan of Dattapara 
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village, police station Swarupkati held a meeting 
of local Mahommedans and stated that he bad received 
a parwanah from the Nawab of Dacca that the 
Mahommedans should rise against tho Hindus. As 
there is a case in connection with this man, Deputy 
Magistrate Akram Zama will hold a locd enquiry 
into the matter. 


Th r A unfa cav 

The Amua Swadesi case haB been fixed for local 
trial at Bamna on the 20Lh instant. 

Volunteers 

Basur hat, in Swarupkati police station, is said to 
have been visifcod bv volunteers under Babu 

V 

Sasibhushan Chakravarty, Headmaster of Jhalakati 
school, who circulated by beat of drum on the 27th 
ultimo that only Swadesi goods might 1?8 sold. On 
the 31st ultimo he paid another visit there and 
persuaded shopkeepers not to deal in ‘belati’ goods. 

Police mobbed at Bow fid 

In Bowfal, on the 8th instant, the havildar of the 

Sfc 4 

limed reserve and constable Ifahabir Singh were 
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patroling the bazar, when they found three men 
carrying lathis’ against the orders of the Magistrate, 
Section 144, Criminal Procedure Code. 

The oonstable seized a lathi’ and asked the owner 
to come to the police station whereon he was mobbed by 
about 100 persons and was assaulted. The Inspector 
made a local enquiry and a charge sheet had been 
ordered against some of the accused who were chiefly 
Hindu shopkeepers. 

Town habildar mobbed by students 

On the 12th instant, the town habilder was 
mobbed by a band of students, when he stopped a 
‘gari’ for being without of lights and for ill-treatment 
of the horse. 

The treasury guard Gurkhas came up and the 
students ran away, except eleven who were caught. A 
case has been instituted against the students, while 

i 

the latter have put in a counter-case against the 
Gurkhas and police for assault and wrongful 
confinement. 

The Police case is now under enquiry and the 
counter-case pending for identification of the Gurkhas 
>vhioh will take place to-day. 

10 
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(b) Backergunj, 22nd June 1907—Diary not 
received 


Copy of Diary from Superintendent of Police* 
Backergunj, for the week-ending 22nd June 1907. 

Babu Aswinikumr Datfca. arrived at Nazirpur at 
8 A. M. on the 16th inat. 

He kept his boat at the ‘thana ghat’ and was 
reoeived by the Postmaster Bhagabanchandra 
Ganguli and pandit Hurasankar Sen Gupta of Nazirpur 
School, who went to his boat and had a long 
conversation with him. After about an hour Aswini 
Babu crossed to the other side of the river, where 
Dootor Lalitkumar Sarkar of the Charitable 
Dispensary went and had an interview with him. He 
then went up the bank and sat uuder a tree, calling 
up passers-by and asking them not to use *belati’ 
articles. 

At about 12 o’ clock a volunteer, name unknown, 
came by steamer and made over certain papers to 
Aswini Babu. He left at 2 A. M. for Kumarkhali where 
he reaohed at 7-30 P. M. Mutual *Bande Mataram* 
were exchanged from the boat ,and bank, while the 
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females swelted the joyous chorus with tinkling cries 
of ‘Ulu’ ‘Ulu’. 

Aswini Babu paid a short visit to the house of (me 
Aswinikumar Dey, returning then to his boat. 

Three Bengali songs appear to have been sung in 
his honour at his boat. The officers shadowing only 
’caught a few lines of the 2nd and 3rd songs. They 
were to the effect that Hindus and Mahommedans 
were really one race ; that the motherland should be 
revered ; that the price of grain had gone up very 
largely and the nation was now in a parlous state ; 
that though they are very poor and insignificant yet 
they are 30 crores in number *, the English are only 
‘banias’ who take away their gold in return for toys. 

On the morning of the 17th, Aswini Babu gave an 
interview to one Taraprasanna Bose of Narattampur, 
Police Station Swarupkati, who came in a small boat. 

m 

At about 4 P. M. Aswini Babu and this Taraprasanna 
made speeches to the people who came to make 
purchases in the ‘Kumarkhali Hat’ and was also 
visited in his boat by a number of people. 

The speeches were about Swadesi matters and 
boycotting ‘belati’ goods. 
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On the 18th, Aswini Babu halted at Kumarkhali 
owing to cyclonic weather, leaving at 3-30 P. M. On the 
19th, for Matibhanga, Police station Nazirpur. Halted 
at Kishinagar for the night, reaching Matibhanga on 
the 20th. 

In the afternoon Aswini Babu, accompanied by a 
volunteer of Barisal oneMukundalal, went to the ‘hat’, 
and Bpoke to the people there and to the shopkeepers. 

He tried to persuade them to use only Swadesi 
articles but apparently with little suocess; the 
shopkeepers replying that the people would not buy 
Bwadesi things, bo why should they import them. 
In Nazirpur ‘hats’, the people are ohiefly Mahommedans 
or Namasudras and have little sympathy with things 
Bwadesi. 

No further movements of Aswini Babu have yet 
been reported. He is being followed, and it is said 
lie may visit Khulna and Calcutta. It is reportd that 
Leakat Hossain passed Nazirpur on bis way to 
Calcutta while Aswini Babu was in the former place. 
He is said to have communicated with Aswini Babu 
by means of a volunteer who was travelling in the 
same steamer. 
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On the 19th instant, the Punjabi Akalikumar Singh 
of my last report left for Calcutta. His stick was 

i 

returned to him by the Magistrate. 

The policy of the agitators at Jhalakati is to annoy 
the special police by all sorts of pin pricks like this 
and also by persuading the people not to sell to them 
.milk etc. 

Address presented to Babu Aswinikumar Datta at 
Kaukhali. 

Dedicated to the proud son, country’s life, and 
most honourable of East Bengal Srijukta Aswinikumar 
Datta, M. A, B. L. 

Whence have you come ? Where do you reside f 
You have no desire for the luxuries of life. Why yon 
have come here ? Have you come to guard our 
hearts ? While eating and walking, we think as for 
what fault of yours God has sent you to the world* 
but we do not find any defect in your oharaoter which 
we find the same in troubles and in affluence. By the 
deoree of Heaven you have come to this world and 
eannot disobey His commands. According to His 
directions you have been working. You do not feel 
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shame and do not fear any one in discharging your 
duties. Tho foreigners have taken away all the 
wealth of India. The power and heroism which were 
like fire have prematurely been extinguished. 
Philosophy, Science, and Arts have all vanished. 
All pertaining to India have disappeared. God 
sympathising with the woes of India has come to 
India in different forms (shapes ). You in Barisal arc 
one of these forms and we all have known what you 
are. God in the form of Buddha appeared in ‘Kali* to 
preach that it is piety to commit no mischief. Proud 
must be your birth-place, proud must be your father, 
proud must be your spiritual guide, disciple, proud 
must be your mother, proud must be your kins, 
friends and enemies. Proud must be we all who are 
born in Barisal, where you are born. We have now 
understood what power and what wealth you have. 
The whole world has seen how grave you are. 
Though old, you are working like a young man, and 
you are always devoted to the country’s case. People 
forget the pangs of death if they think of your godly 
appearanoe. Through good luck Barisal has got you. 
Through the blessings of Mother your aims will be 
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fulfilled. Hark i Hark 1 the words of Providence 
*No fear’ ‘No fear’. You will emancipate the queen 
mother Bengal. What you are doing for the good of 
your country will do you immense good. So long as 
the mother of Bengal will be in this world, your name 
will be immortalised. Through your kindness, our 
eyes have opened, and we see Surendra. Through 
your endeavour Barisal has turned out sacred. 
Through your qualification Barisal has become the 
greatest place for action. Invested with what power, 
you awake us ? A Hari’s name was preached by 
Chaitanja*, so you have widely circulated ‘Bande 
Mataram’. The current which you have caused to 
flow cannot be arrested by any one. If any wicked 
man advances to arrest its course, he will be 
unconscious and drifted down by the current. Hindus 
and Musalmans have equally been spell-bound by 
your virtues* Your compassion has made them all 
equals. What you are speaking for only two, will be 
apprecated by one and all. No one will be able to 
liquidate the debt with which you have obliged the 
men of Barisal. Bo long as there will be Bun and 
Moon, your name will be proclaimed by the people at 
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large. We have been long expecting to see you and 
we are delighted to see our hope fulfilled. Being spell¬ 
bound by your virtues, we beseech you, our friend, to 
pay us visits annually. 

Oh incarnation of Deity { We are poor, and man 
of straw; we cannot find out anything with which we 
can worship you. Kindly aocept these and make U3 
happy. 

Oh God | To your feet we have only this prayer 
that you keep in sound health the son of Broja, that 
he may not be attacked with any disease, and that he 
may be made immortal in this world. 

The most delighted at your being in the midst of 
the members of the Amrajuri and Kaukhali Shobha. 


Prog—107. 

No. 1796 dated Simla, the 17th July 1907. 

From—The Secretary to the Govt, of India, Home 

Department. 

To—The Chief Secretary to the Govt, of E. B. & A. 

I am directed to reply to your letter No. 206-C, 
dated the 3rd July 1907, submitting a proposal for 
placing Babu Aswinikumar Datta of Barisal, in the 
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District of Baokerganj, Zemindar and Proprietor of 
the Broja Mohan Institution, in confinement asa^ 
State Prisoner under the provisions of Begulation & 
of 1818. 

2. The Governor-General in Council has given- 
his very careful consideration to the arguments 
• advanced in support of the proposal, but he regrets he 
is unable to accept the Lieutenant-Governor's 
recommendation. Deportation is an extreme 
measure which should not be employed until 
the resources of the ordinary law have been 
exhausted or are clearly shown to be insufficient. 
Neither of these conditions has been proved to exist 
in the present case. Although it may be granted 
that Aswinikumar Datta’s agitation does tend to 
promote internal commotion, experience indicate that 
danger can be effectually met by the provision of an 
adequate ftfrceof police and by enforcement of those 
sections of the Criminal Procedure Code which relate 
to the prevention of crime. It is conceivable, on the 
other hand, that the deportation of AswiniBabu might 
not produce the desired effect since others would 
probably carry on the campaign which he h as stalled: 
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3. The reports which the Govt, of India have 
received show that the presence of even small bodies 
of police has proved most effectual in preventing the 
outbreak of threatened disturbances and in disoouraging 
the exhibition of thoFe forms of boycott which tend 
to provoke a breach of the peace. I am to suggest 
that the proper remedy for the state of things described 
in your letter is a substantial increase to the police 
force of the district. The additional police may be 
imposed under Section 15 of the Police Act, on 
either the whole or a part of the district. If imposed 
on the whole, the Magistrate will then have at his 
comm tnd of force which he can move in such strength 
as may be necessary to any part of the district where 
police are required. 

4. The cost of this additional police force will be 
receivable from the inhabitants of the area notified, 
but exemptions under Sub-Bection (5) of Section 15 
can be made in favour of individuals or classes who 
are on the side of law and order. It will also be 
noticed that the Hindu landlords, whether resident 
or absentee, who have done much to foster the 
agitation and the consequent disorder, by refusing to 
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allow foreign goods to be sold at their ‘hats’, are liable 
to contribute to the cost of the force according to their 
respective means* 

5- The presence of police at all the principal 
‘hats’ will in itself go far to render the ‘volunteers’ 
innocuous, and if further preventive measures are 
needed, action can be taken under Section 107, and 
114 of the Criminal Prooedure Code. It appears 
from the pipers forming enclosures to your letter 
under reply that good results have already been 
obtained by such action. 

0. I am finally to suggest that an effective watch 
should be kept on Aswinikumar Datta’s movements 
in order that complete information may be obtained of 
his doings. Ho and bis party appear to be annions 
to win over the Mabommedans, and it should not be 
beyond the powers of the police to obtain valuable 
information from Mahommedan agents who are in 
their confidence. The Govt, of India, indeed, do not 
understand why sufficient evidence has not already 
been obtained to support a charge against Aswini 
Babu under Section 4 (I) of the Regulation of Meetings 
Ordinance, for he has apparently been holding public 
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meetings and addressing crowds from bis boat in an 
open manner. It should not be impossible to secure 
evidence of these unlawful aots from a population 
that is largly Mahommedans, and I am to suggest 
that the question oi instituting a prosecution should 
be very carefully considered without delay. 


Prog—108 

No 253-C, dated Shillong, the 12th July 1907. 

Prom—The Honourable Mr. H. Le. Mesurier, C. I.E.* 
I. C. S., officiating Chief Secretary to the 
Govt, of E. B. & A. 

To—The Secretary to the Govt, of India, Home 
Department. 

In continuation of my letter No. 206-C., dated 3rd 
July, 1907,1 am direoted to forward, for the information 
of the Govt, of India, the attached copy of a confiden¬ 
tial diary by the Magistrate, Barisal, fur the week 
ending 29th June, 1907. 


Confidential Diary for the week ending 29th June*. 
1907 . 

1. The week ends with the surface outwardly 
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calm, but the question is, will it last ? I am not 
prepared to say definitely whether the outward 
tranquillity is an indication that the boycott and the 
movement generally are breaking up in this district, 
or whether the agitation is in a temporary comatose 
condition, while the leaders continue their 
'Underground* efforts, in the meantime maturing plans 
for the future. There are trivial signB and incidents 
that make me incline some what to the latter view, 
for there is no doubt that the agitators though to all 
outward appearances, quiet enough, are still at work 
Subrosa, with undiminished efforts. There is the 
same bitterness towards Govt, officers and the police 
as before, at any rate among the more vehement 
agitators. As indicating the methods now employed 
by the SwadeBi party, Miss Moore, of the Baptist 
Zenana Mission, told me that about two months ago, 
Srischandra* Bai, Aswini Babu’s paid agitator, 
approached one of Miss Moore’s native Christian 
teachers and asked her to find him a woman agitator 
who oould visit houses and impress the women of all 
families with their views. There is no doubt that the 
movement is very strong among the women, and I 
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was interested to see a placard bearing the inscription 
‘Bande Mataram’ stuck up in large letters, when 
being shown round the empty female quarters of 
Babu Atulkumar Datta, Court of Wards Manager, on 
Friday last. Whatever professions the high Hindu 
officers of Govt, may make, there is no doubt that at 
heart they all favour the Swadesi movement. 

2. The ‘social* boycott is still being employed 
with great vigour by the agitators against Hindus who 
refuse to fall in with their schemes, and there is no 
doubt that it is one of the most powerful weapons they 
posses, and at the same time almost impossible to 
cope with. I have received a letter from Babu 
Khosalchandra Rai, Manager of the Mainland Court 
of Wards Estates, complaining that owing to his own 
loyalty to Govt, bis brother was forced to dine in a 
room by himself at a wedding feast a week ago on 
account of the protests of another guest, of Babu 
Upendranath Sen, who is a great Zemindar oi 
pronunced Swadesi sympathiser. 

3. The Broja Mohan College is again in session, 
but so far has not distinguished itself in any way. 
This is, I think, partly dne to th^ absence of Aswini 
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Babu, and partly to the unhinged condition into 
which the agitators plan o! campaign has been thrown 
by the Govt.’s firm action of the laBt two months, to 
say nothing of the presence of the Gurkhas in Barisal. 
A few days ago, one of the boys is reported to have 
raised the question as to what was to be done about 
’ the SwadeBi vow, and the teacher pandit answered 
that “these things must not be talked about nowa¬ 
days.” I am asking Superintendent of Police to take 
special measures to report on the conduct of the 
Institution each week. 

4. Babu Aswinikumar Datta concluded his recent 

tour by a visit to relatives at Jalabari, where be held. 

no meetings. The Superintendent of Police has given 

■ 

a full account of bis doings, including the alleged 
secret meeting held yesterday. I enclose the full 
report about it, as I think that the names of all 
persons attending such meetings should be on 
permanent record. It will be noticed that most of 
the leading agitators were there. At the same time 
it is to be noticed that Babu Dinabandhu Sen, in 
whOBe house the meeting was held is reported to be 
one of the moat moderate of the Swadeai party. I 
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bave carefully considered the evidence against Baba 
Aswioikumar Datta about holding meetings and have 
-come to the conclusion that it is very doubtful if it 
will stand. 

5 . I am considering a scheme for the starting of 
a Liverpool salt shop at Pirozepur. There are at 
present only two shopkeepers who deal in foreign 
salt in the bazar there, and the Sub-Divisional Officer 
reports that they are both small men and their salt is 
of an inferior quality. The scheme hung fire for a 
time, owing to the fact that there was no suitable land 
available for a site, hut the Court of Wards Manager 
has been to Pirozepur and has succeeded in finding a 
site in the bazar, and I hope arrangements for the 
shop will shortly be completed. 

6. The Deputy Inspector of Schools reports that 
at Amrajuri, Aswini Babu advised the people to 
boycott the Government Circle School if the school 
authorities interfered with the Swadesi agitation. He 
says that the local natives are more for Swadesi than 
for the school, and suggests the speedy removal of the 
school to the Court of Wards Cutcherri, which I have 
long had in contemplation and will now arrange. 



Echo of Aswioikumar’s Deportation 161 

7. From Bhola I heard that the owner of 
Lalmoban Cbakravarti’s ‘hat*—a‘hat’near the Court of 
Wards ‘hat’ at Meharganj—has proolaimed by beat of 
drum that any shopkeeper wishing to sell foreign goods 
in his ‘hat’ must pay a rent of Rs. 6/- for each ‘hat’ 
day ; he has also said to have advanced money to the 
dealers for the purchase of ‘karkach’ salt and to have 
proolaimed the sale of it in future at B and a half pice 
per seer. The obvious remedy lies in the develop¬ 
ment of the Meharganj Khas ‘hat.’ This will endeavour 
to arrange a communication with the Sub-Divisional 
Officer and the Khas Mahal Deputy Colleotor. 

8. The Superintendent of Police has referred to 
the complaints made during the paBt week about the 
behaviour of the Gurkhas. They are hot tempered 
little men, and are not accustomed to the insolence of 
the Bengali Babu, whose attitude is provooative. 
There has undoubtedly been some umbrella breaking, 
and among the sufferers were boys and masters of the 
Zillah Sohool, who have complained to me in my dual 
oapaoity as Magistrate and Chairman of the Sohool 
Committee. No formal criminal oases have been 
instituted, as the persons concerned reoognise the 

11 
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extreme difficulty of identifying the Gurkhas and are, 
moreover, rather afraid I think of the possible 
consequences of a successful suit. I have spoken to 
the Gurkhas and threatened to confine them to 
barracks, but 1 shall be very glad when there is a 
European Officer in Charge of them who can keep 
them in check and give them plenty of work. 

9. There was a parade of the Gurkhas and Armed 
Police from Bengal on the 28th to celebrate the 
King’s Birthday. I asked all Gazetted Officers, Heads 
of Departments, and the Members of the District 
Board to be present, and the only complaint made was 
that the afiairs was too short. I think that a good 
impression was created, and it would be a good thing 
if District Officeis and othor Officials were authorised 
to display a little more of the "pomp’ of Govt. 
Nothing impresses the oriental so much as a bit of a 
‘show’ however tawdry it may be. 


2nd July, 1907 


R. Hughes Duller 



From—J. G. Bhawmik, Inspector of Police, Barisal. 

To—The Superintendent of Police, Barisal. 

Dated Barisal, the 30th June J.907 
I beg most respectfully to report that Baba 
Aswinikumar Datta has reached Barisal this morning 
and this afternoon at about 4-30 P. M. he held a secret 
meeting in the premises of Pleader Babu Dinabantjha 
Sen. The meeting was held in the lower storey of 
the two-storeyed building of the said Pleader*, the 
outer gate of the house was closed and an up-oountry 
durwan was watching at the gate ; only the selected 
persons were allowed to attend the meeting, among 
whom the names of the following persons could be 
oollected. As it was a Becret meeting of selected men, 
and as no outsiders were allowed to attend it, so I 
was not able to know the subjects that were discussed 
by the members. The names of the members who 
attended the meeting are noted below :— 

1. Baba Aswinikumw Datta. 

2. n Dinabandha Ben, Pleader. 

3. „ Tarinikumar Gupta, Dootor. 

4. „ Nisikesta Pope. 

5. „ Gopalojunedwfc l ah^MAW*. 
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6 Baba Jogeaohandra Mahalanabis. 

7 „ Jadabohandra Kay, Pleader. 

8 „ Haranath Ghosh, Pleader. 

9 „ Satisohandra Mukherjee, Librarian, 

B. M. College. 

10. „ Saratchandra Guha, Pleader. 

11. „ Dargamohan Sen, Editor, Hitaisi. 

12. „ Bhabaranjan Mazumdar, Teacher, B. M. 

School. 

13. „ Rajanikanta Guba, Principal, B. M. 

College. 

14. „ Chandramohan Chakravarti. 

15. „ Srischandra Ray. 

16. „ Kalikumar Chafcfcerjee. 

17. w Kshirodchandra Mukherjee, Doctor. 

18. „ Chintaharan De, Professor, B. M. 

College. 

19. „ Pnrnachandra De, Pleader. 

20. „ Nibaranohandra Das, Pleader. 

21. „ Nityananda Sen* of Kalasgram, P. S. 

Kotwali. 

22. „ Ganesohandra Sarkar, ‘Volunteer’. 

23. „ Atlanta, ‘Volunteer’. 
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(b) Backergunj, 22nd June 1907.—As win! 

Babu ia still on tour. From Kaukhali he went 
to Juluhar, reaching there in the night of the 14tb 
instant. On the morning of the 15th, about 40 men 
and children received him on the bank. At 8 A. M. 
he went to the house of Haraaundar Mitra and held-a 
• meeting of some 60 persons. The proceedings do not 
appear to have been secret at first as constables* 
ohaukidars, and others were allowed to be presents 
He advocated the agitation cause and told the 
ohaukidars to resign their posts, and cultivate the 
land. The people present left at 11 A, M. and 
Aswini Baba appears to have stayed on till 1 P. M. 
with a picked few inside the house, but what waa> 
done there has not been ascertained. At 1 P. M. he 
left for Nazirpur Police Station and halted for the 
night at Deboduai at the month of the Kailyani ‘Khal> 
reaching Nazirpur at 8 A. M. On the 16th instant 
he kept bis boat at the than a ghat and was received* 
by the Postmaster Bbagabanohandra Ganguly an^ 
Pandit Harasankar Sen Gupta of Nazirpur School 
who went to his boat and had a long conversation, 
with him. After about one hour Aswini Babu 
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crossed to the other side of the river, where Doctor 
Lalitkumar Sarkar of the Charitable Dispensary went 
and had an interview with him* He then went up 
the bank and sat under a tree, calling up passers-by 
and asking them not to use 4 be1ati’ articles. At 32 
o’ clock a volunteer, name unknown, came by steamer 
and made over certain papers to Aswini Babu. He 
left at 2 P. M. for Kumarkhali, where he reached at 
7-30 P. M. Mutual ( Bande Mrttaram’ were 
exchanged from the boat and bank, while the females 
exclaimed ‘Ulu’ 4 Ulu* ( a sound made by native 
females to express joyous acclamation ). Aswini Bfbu 
paid a short visit to the house of one Aswinikumar 
Dey, returning thence to his boat. 

Bwadesi Songs 

The Bengali songs appear to have been sung in his 

i 

honour at bis boat. The officer shadowing only 
caught a few lines of the 2nd and 3rd songs, 
they were to the eifeot that Hindus and Maho- 
mmedanB were really one race ; that the motherland 
revered ; that the price of grain had gone up very 
largely and the nation was now in a perilous state ; 
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i ■ « 

that though they are very poor and insigni 

t fc- 

are they 33 crores in number ; the English are only 
bnnnias who take away their gold in return for toys. 
On the morniDg of the 17th Aswini Baba gave an 

interview to one Tarapraa^rm i Bose of Narattampur, 

■ 

Police Station Swarupkati, who came in a small boat, 
• « 

at abont 4 P. M. Aswini Bairn and this Taraprasanna 
made speeches to the people who came to make 
purchases in the Kutnarkhali 'hat* and was also invited 
in his boat by numbers of paople. The speeches were 

r 

about Swadesi matters aud boycotting ‘belati’ goods. 
On the 18th halted at Kumarkh&li owing to oyolonio 


fioant, yet 


weather leaving at 3-30 P. M. On the 19th left for 
Matibhanga, Police Station Nazirpur; halted at Kishar- 


nagar for the night, reaching Matibhanga on the 
2uth. In the afternoon Aswini Babu, accompanied 
by a volunteer of Barisal, Mukundalal, left 
llfatibanga. 


Intimidation at llayer Bazar 

The Sub-Inspector, Swarupkati, reports that the 

^ , ■ , . i 

owners, of Benerbat and Bayer bazar in his Polioa 
Nation, are prohibiting people from selling ‘belati’ salt 
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and clothes there, demanding increased rent where 
such sales are made. 

Proposed Sub-Divisional Conferenee 

$ 

On the 9bh instant, at Patnakhali, Pleader Lalit- 
ranjan Banerji, Mnkhtiars Sarat Chakravarty, Sarah- 
ohandra Ghosh, Lalitranjan Sarkar, and volunteers 
Harendra and Jnanendra Ghosh went from house to 
house in the town singing Swadesi songs and crying 
‘Bando Mataram’. They collected a handful of 
rice from each house and then sold the lot; prioe 

to be credited to a fund for a Sub-divisional 

\ 

/ 

Conference. 


JhahiiaU news 

At Jhalakati, on the 13th instant, when two 
constables on special duty were passing by a house in 
which NiBikanta Bose, agitator, was, they saw jk. 

i 

beggar asking for alms at the door. Nisikanta pointed 

the constables out to the beggar, saying, “why do yon 

come to us J Go to these ‘salas’ for alms.” . 

The constables asked permission to die a case 
■ . * 
Under Section 504, Indian Penal Code, which has 
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< 

been allowed. The policy of agitators at Jhalakati is 
to annoy the special police by all sorts of fun and 

practices like this and also by persuading people not 

* 

to sell them milk, eto. The agitators, Sris, Satis, 
and Nisikanta, were at Banzai during the week, 
Sris returning from unknown tour on tho 16th 
instant. 


Movement of Aswinthunar Datta 

( b 1 ) Baokergunj 29 June, 1907 
Aswiniknmar Datta arrived here from his tour on 
the morning of the 30th June. 

His movements since last week’s report are at 
follows :— 

On the 2lst morning at 12 A. M. he left 
Matibhanga and arrived at Digar ‘b it’ that night. He 
was met by Kalinath Roy, who has a ‘pafchsala* and 

i i 

shop, and otfhera. Aswini Balm was asked to halt 
there the next day to talk to the villagers, and this he 
promised to do. 

He halted at Ghosh-kathi, presumably near Digar 
‘hat,* on the 22nd, and on the 23rd he went to Dairari 
‘hat’, reaohing there at about 4 A. M., going on again 
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j i f 

at 7 A. M., as far as Chilabama ‘Khal.’ Some few people 
gathered round his boat and be spoke to them on 
Swadesi matters, boycott, etc. 

< ‘t 

On the 24fch he halted at Chihbama ‘Khal’ owing 
$o a heavy storm. 

On the 25th he reached Gajaria ‘khal* at 12 A. M. 
and Jalabari at 9 P. M. 

On the 26th ho went to Susir ‘hat,’ where he halted 
for the day, and at 3 A. M. on 27th he reached 
Kirtipasa, halting for half an hour only and reaching 
Kowkhali, in Police Station JLalakafci, at about 9 A. M. 

Harioharan Saha and two or three other shop¬ 
keepers of the bazar, came to see him and also a few 
passers-by. A. K. Datta asked what was sold in the 
bazar, and received the assurance that no ‘belati’ 

articles were sold. Ten volunteers came to see him 

* r * 

under the captaincy of Kali Sen, son of Joges Sen. 
At 1 P. M. he left for the Mokrampur cutcherri of the 
Narail Zemindar. The Naib, Umaoharan Nag of 
Jessore, oame to his boat and talked with him. 

He left them after an hour and reached Gaer ‘hat’ 
at ‘8 P. M., halting there for the night. No one came 
from the ‘hat’ to see him. 
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The following is the report of the Special Officer 
shadowing Babu Aswinikumar Datta :— 

Aswini Babu halted at Digar ‘hat.' In the morning, 
on the 22nd June 1907, at about 9 A, M, Babu 
Pranabcbaudra Bhattacbarja, Naib of Babu Tarakanta 
Roy Cbowdhury of Kalina, Dacca, and Ratnkisore 
Sikdar, father of Nitai Sikdar, and Mangal Sikdar of 
the village Sauk J, at present Sakbarikati, belonging 
to the same entoherri, came to Bee him in his boat. 
At about 10 A. M. the following persons assembled on 
and near his boat :— 

1. Kalinath Roy (a pandit an d has a shop there). 

2. Kisore Mandal of Digar Kmnarkbali. 

3. Kalikutnar Mandal of Digar Kumarkhali. 

4. Baikuntha Mandal of Digar Kumarkhali. 

5. Ounni Mandal, father, Iswar Mandal of Digar 

Kumarkhali. 

6. Durga Mondal, father of Iswar Mandal of 

Digar Knmarkhali. 

7. Iswar Roy, father of Becbaram Roy of Digar 

Kumarkhali. 

8. Baikuntha Haidar, father of Dhanai Haidar, 

of Digar Kumarkhali. 
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9. Ramohandra Mondal, father of Adhuram 

Mandal, of Digar Kumarkhali. 

10. Ramani Haidar, father of Bishtu Haidar of 

Digar Kumarkhali. 

11. Rupohand Bepari, father Kebal Bepari, of 

Digar Kumarkhali. 

12. Dwari Mandal, father Mani Mandal, of Diga^ 

Kumarkhali. 

IB. Gangacharan Sutar, father Gopal Sutar, of 

Digar Kumarkhali. 

14. Nadiaohand Hira, father Adhuram Hira, of 

Bigarkhal. 

15. Kalu Thakur, father Golak Thakur, of 

Bigarkhal. 

16. Jagatbandhu Haidar, father Ramoharan 

Haidar, of Bigarkhal. 

17. Mahim Haidar, father Govinda Haidar, of 

Bigarkhal. 

18. Ramoharan Thakur, father Purua Tbakur, 

of Bigarkhal. 

19. Mangal Barai, father Tituram Barai, of Digar 

Kumarkhali. 
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20. Ekramulla Haidar, father Ataulla Haidar, of 

Nawtana. 

21. Ohandioharan Roy, father Gnrncharan Boy, 

of Sakarikati. 

22. Frasanna Gharami, fathar Chhotoo Gharami, 

of Sakarikati. 

23. Kailas Haidar, father Govinda Haidar, of 

Sakarikati. 

24. Kishta Adhikari, father Chhidam Adhikari of 

Sakarikati. 

25. Ganes Barai, of Barangati, Police Station, 

Swarupkati ( has a shop here ). 

26. Haran Haidar, father Nabin Haidar, of 

Bakrabania ( has a shop here ). 

27. Srinath Mandal, father Bharat Mandal, of 

Bakrabania ( has a shop here ). 

28. Madhn Karmakar of Amrajnri, Police Station 

■ Kaukhali ( has a shop here )• 

29. Banamali Karmakar, of Gajaina, Police 

Station Ghagar, distrit Faridpnr ( has 

a blacksmith shop ). 

30. Haranohandra Bishi, Kabiraj, of Hailda, 

i 

Police Station Srinagar, Dacca. 
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31. Dinanath Pawra, father JBeohuram Powia, of 

Digar Kumaikali. 

About sixty men and children assembled there. 
Aswini Baba told them also “Dont bring a case 
against one another in the Govt. Coarts, rather let it 
be decided by your panchayat and other respectable 
men of your village. If you are not satisfied, then 
appeal to me and others at Barisal, we shall decide 
yoar case. If you are not satisfied yet, then appeal 
to Babu Guruuas Bancrjee, Kadar Chowdhuri, and 
Peari Roy. Thus your case may be decided in three 
courts but without any expense ; then why should you 
spend your money for nothing. If any one is not 
satisfied to this even, then make him outcast and 
cut off all connections whith him, etc., eto.” After 
this an agreement was written and signed. The 
substance of its contents is that they will try their 
utmost to give up ‘belati* articles and wLH also move 
the villagers to do the same. It was written by 
Piat&p Bhattaoharya, and was signed by the 
following persons:— 

1. Kalinath Roy. 

%■ KUarMwtf#!. 
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3. Durgacharan Mandal. 

4. Gangacharan Sutar. 

5. Dvvari Mandal. 

6. Nadiachand Hira. 

7. Mahim Haidar. 

8. Ekraimilla Haidar. 

9. Chandicharan Roy. 

10. Ratnkisore Sikdar. 

11. Man gal Sikdar. 

12. Ganea Barai. 

13. Haran Haidar. 

14. Madhu Karmakar. 

15. Banamali Karmakar. 

The meeting was dessolved at about 11 A. M. 

At about I P. M. he started and reached 
Ghoshkati, Police Station Nazirpur. At abont 4 P. M. 
a few of the villagers came to see him. He 
advised them, not to buy ‘belati’ articles, eto. They are 
all low-class people. The following persons came to 
see him in the boat:— 

1. Nasai Nogarchi, Ghosh-kati. 

2. Sukohand Nogarchi* „ 

% . V * i 

3. Elem Nogarohi, „ 

? ' * , ; V* V ' ' 
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4. Kalachand Bepari, GhoBh-kati. 

5. Pathak Bepari, „ 

6. Phatik Bepari, „ 

7. Iswar Bepari, Chhilabmia. 

8. Gokul Nogarohi of Gobordhan, Police Station 

Swarupkati. 

Aswini Babu baited here and the police parties 
did the same. 

Aswini Babu reached Jalabari at about 9 P. M. 
on the 25th June 1907. At first he kept his boat near 
the ‘hat.* At about 10 P. M. Aswini Babu went to the 
house of Babu Baikuntha Biswas and kept bis boat 
at the ghat. He was taken inside the house of Babu 
Baikuntha Biswas and no outsiders were allowed. In 
the morning, on the 26th June 1907, at about 7 A. M,, 
people assembled on and near his boat. I deputed 
eonstable Sitanath and chaukidar Ambica Majhi 
of Jalabari to hear and note down the names of the 
persons. The following persons were there :— 

1. Ehoshal Datta ( a dewan of the Baikuntha 

Biswas) of Jalabari. 

2. Satis Datta ( an amla of the same.) 

» • 

3. Kalinath Chakravarty of Jalabari. 




4] Chandi Gharami of Jalabari. 

5. Rabi Das, Dootor of Jalabari. 

6. Jadunath Gbakravarty of Jalabari. 

7. Daearat Chakravarfei „ 

8. Kailasohandra Pal „ 

9. Suryakanta Biswas „ 

' 10. Amarchandra Pal „ 

11. Anandaohandra Pal „ 

12. Digendra Bose „ 

13. Hasikobaiidra Soraaddar „ 

14. Samir Akan Merdha „ 

15. Sader Merdha lt 

16. Gagan Sahai ( a shopkeeper ) of Baisari. 

17. Chandi Boy ( a shopkeeper ) not known. 

18. Kailasohandra Das (a shopkeeper) of 

Baman Chitna, Police Station Kaukhali. 


19. Debendra Basn ( volunteer ) of Jalabari. 

20. Kabi Biswas ( volunteer) „ 

21. 1 Tarak Das ( has a shop at Bargnna) „ 

22. Bamesohandra Pal „ 

About 40 to 45 men and children assembled there. 


Aswlni Babu told theiu that he was mnoh satisfied 
to see that no ‘belati’ artioles were sold there. He told 


12 
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them to bear every sorts o! insult in the performance 
of this work, eto. He told them not to bring any 
oase if possible, in the courts of the Govt, against one 
another. At about 10 A. M. the volunteer* 
Eamesohandra Pal and two other boys were sent to 
Kaukhali in a small boat, but could not learn why they 
had been sent there. Aswini Babu, with hi*, 
companion, took his meal at Baikuntha Babu’s house 
at about 1 P. M. He started from Jalabari at about 
8 P. M. 

It is also reported that Aswini Babu held a meeting 
the day before (30th June) in the house of 
Dinabandhu, Pleader. 

Some 35 persons were present and a durwan wa* 
posted over the gate to keep undesireables out. It i* 
not known what waB discussed, but it is suspected 
that the letter regarding the Broja Mohan Institution 
from the Director of Public Instruction^ was the 
subjeot, and that this letter, also brought about the 
return of Aswini Babu. 

On the 28th June Satischandra Ohatterjee oi the 
Broja Mohan Institution left for the interior ; it is not 
yet known where he went. 
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From the 23rd to the 30th paid agitator Nisi 
Basil was absent in the interior; it is not known 
where. 

Anonymous letter threating the murder of Deputy 
Superintendent Manomohan Chakravarty 

It is reported this morning that Deputy Superin-*- 
tendent Manomohan Chakravarty has received an 
anonymous letter threating him with the fate of 
Inspector Crabble, it he does not abandon his Swadesl 
attitude. 

National University 

It is said that the attempts to institute a National 
University has been unsuccessful and that Btudents 
who have passed the examination from that institution 
are studying again for the examination of the Oovt. 
University. 

Leakat Hossain 

On the* 25th instant Leakat Hossain came to 
Barisal and put up in the house of Aswini Baba* 
leaving for Calcutta on the 28th instant. 

Search for Sword-stick 

On the 26th instant the premises of oneBamaoharan 
Tapadar, dealer in spears, etc., were searched by order 
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of the Magistrate and three sword-sticks attached. 
Simaltaneoos searohwasmade at Ujirpar 9 bat without 
success. 

Sale of Liverpool Salt 

It is. reported from Mnladi that about the middle 
of Jane 9 Liverpool Bait-sellers came to Fanohani ‘hat’ 
and Ramchar ‘hat’, and in the consequence all other 
dealers in these ‘hats’ shut up shop till they left. They* 
are consequently obliged to go to their boats and sell 
there. No force was used, except moral suasion.* 
Liverpool Balt is said to be selling now freely at 
Jhalakaii 

*Sraddkaf Ceremony. Prevention of use of 
imported Sugar 

The Bub-Inspector of Baokergunj reports that on 
the 10th June last there was a ‘sraddha’ ceremony in 
the house of one Durgaoharan Mozumdar, and that 
the latter was forced by threats of social-boycott to 
abstain from using any ‘belati’ sugar in preparation of 
the sweetmeats for the feast* Various other reports ol 
social boycott are .received from the interior. 

< On theldfih June, at Nalohiti -hat’, aMahommed&n 
Xiiverpool Salt-dealer was,netallowed^to-sell by ^the'! 
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owner of (the ‘hat*, as he had*no shop in the *hat\ Tito 
owner appears to he within hie rights «n refusing him 
(admittance. 

Bale 6] 'belmbi cloth at Jhdlakati 
The Bub-Inspector of Jhakikati reportsthat hefeti’ 
Moth is now being freely sold in the 'baser. 

Rumour regarding introduction >of ‘Aesam&b 
laws and ta&es on xocoamH and dead palms, 

®ub-1 aspect or of Sraropkati reports a ramohr that 
Assamese laws will he introduced here, and that 
Govt, will enter into possesBon of the land. Alsothtit 
there will be a tax on ooooanut and dead trees. This 
is probably another little jest of the Swadesists. 
Complaints against Ourkhas and armed police . 
There have been several complaints dttring the 
week against Gnrkhas and armed police that ^ertsiita 
persons have been roughly handled on the road. A 
report ‘whs also spread that a Muse&lm&h Deputy 
Magistrate’s fez was palled Off by a Gurkha. This 
proved false. 

The Gnrkhas and Bolice have been Warned to 
behave themselves in a seemly manner, bnt the local 
Baba in his asnally insolent manner is largely to 
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blame, as he does not make way for them readily 
when they are marching through the street, and also 
thinks he oan flaunt his umbrella in their faoes with 
the same impunity that he does with Europeans on 
the road. Unfortunately the Gurkha is a hot-tempered 
person and resents this insolence. They have aU, 
however, been very severely warned. 

Imult of Givil Police Officer$. 

I have had several reports during the week of 
studies insults to Civil Polioe Officers and Constables 
in the street by students and others. 

This is no doubt done in the hope of making them 
put themselves in the wrong by committing an assault. 

( b 2) Eastern Bengal and Assam S. B., 0th 
July 1907— 

With reference to the information regarding 
Leakat Hossain’s movements, published in .abstract 
No xxv, paragraph 146 ( b), it now appears that 
Commissioner of Polioe, Caloutta did send the 
information about the movements of Leakat Hossain 
to the Commissioner, Dacca Division, by urgent 
wire. 
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Prog. 109 

Telegram No. 1862, dated, Simla, the 22 July 1907. 
Prom—The Secretary to the Govt, of India, Home 
Department. 

To—The Chief Secretary to the Govt, of E. B. A A. 

i 

Reference paragraph 5 of enclosure to your letter 
No. 263-C, dated 12th July 1907, Govt, of India 
strongly deprecate any Bhop for sale of Liverpool Salt 
being started by Govt, or its officers or under Govt, 
auspices. Their action should be strictly confined to 
securing those persons who wiBh to buy snoh Salt 
when it is available are not prevented from 
doing so. 

Prog. 110 

No. 266-C, dated Camp, the 18th July 1907. 

Prom—The Honourable Mr. H. Le. Mesurier, C. I. B., 
I. C. S., Officiating Chief Secretary to the 
Govt, of E. B. A A. 

To—The Secretary to the Govt, of India, Home 
Department. 

In continuation oi my letter No. 263-C, dated 12th 
July 1907, I am directed to forward, for the 
information of the Govt, of India, the attached oopy ol 
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a confidential diary by the Magistrate, Barisal, for the 
Wi^ek ending 6th July. 

Confidential Diary for week ending 6th July, 1907. 
Forwarded with compliments to the Commissioner 
Daoca. 

i 1 - 

1. BariBal itself and the District generally 
quiet, but Aswini Babu and the Swadesi leaders agp 
not idle. The report attached to the Superintendent 
of Police’s report puts the position correctly, 1 thinjk. 
The rainy season is unpleasant for agitators, sy 
outward activity is to oease for the present, while 
preparations are being made for a fresh campaign ,i$ 
October. Aswini Babn’s uncompromising attitude ie 
shown by th s e attempts he bad made to prevent the 
atpdents case being amicably settled. It was throu^ 
his efforts that two of the boys refused to sign the 
apology at the last moment on Saturday, and it wae 
only at the very last minute, when the case wap 
hanging over their heads in Court, that the boys 
$poJogised. Moat of the boys were young and they 
undoubtedly had a rough time in the th&na and jai{! qg 
when they were called. They were 
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^ith several oi the local officials and amla who wave 
much frightened that their boys would be imprisoned, 
£nd I think that on the whole the case was one in 
which some leniency was the best policy, especially 
wjian the boys owned up that they had interfered with 
the Police and were sorry for it. The result will, 1 
. think, discredit Aswini Saba a good deal and at any 
rate be a warning to many guardians as to the danger 

of dealing with such a man. Everything was going 

* 

Smoothly towards settlement until his return. 

2. I hear that Asswini Ba.hu is anxious about the 
late of the Broja Mohan College. A large number of 
his students are said to have threatened to leave if the 
college is disa$liated, and it was said that Aswini 
Babu contemplated giving the required undertaking to 
flrovt. But bazar rumour had it that Govt, intended 
disaffilitaing the Institution whatever happened, an# 
Aswini Babu seems to have been somewhat 
apprehensive of such being the case, for at a marriage 
feast early in the weqk he referred pathetically of the 
pohool and college, and asked his hearers mostly 
l&cJhers, tp look after it when his connection with it 

fyas severed. I shall b# interested to hear whether 
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the undertaking required by Govt, has been 
given. 

3. Although this is the dull season, trade is 
reviving, and now that the agitators and "volunteers’ 
are not moving about the boycott is on the wane. 
Liverpool Salt is being sold at Pirojpur, while at 
Jbalakati the trade in foreign salt, doth, and other 
goods are being dealt in to some extent, even in this 
village whioh is almost entirely Hindu. On the 
other hand, a Sub-Deputy Oolleotor has just come 
back from Singhia, Police Station Gaurnadi, where I 
had sent him to euquire into the state of the weaving 
industry. He reports that the Hindu weavers replied 
that they had no need of Govt, help, and asked about 
Babus Bipinchandra Pal and Aswinikumar Datta, 
saying that as long as they were going strong they 
needed no assistance. 

4. The same Sub-Deputy tells me that there is a 
firmly-rooted idea in the minds of many of the poorer 
classes that Govt, intends to introduce Assam Law* 
'The Commissioner will remember that I mentioned 
. 'the same impression among the people of Bhola soma 

time baok, and Mr. Hart commented upon it, in 



Echo of Aswlnikumar’t Deportation 1S7 

bis diary of last week. I am drafting a notice to 
contiadiot these and other rumoners such as one to the 
effect that Govt, contemplates levying a tax on betel 
nnt, ooooamit, and plaintain trees and foroing Hindu 
widows to ro-marry. There oan be no doubt that these 
rumours are spread by the ‘agitators’ with the objeot of 
turning the people against the Govt. Mr. Scott tells 
that Baba U pendranath Sen in a speech some time 
ago openly declared that Govt, intended introducing 
Assam Law, and would foroe the people to go to 
Assam as tea coolies- I am keeping this gentleman 
in view and will submit a proposal about him shortly. 

5. It is reported that the additional police at 
Jbalakati are interfering with the shopkeepers, and 
1 have asked Mr. Hart to see that the men behave 
themselves. There are signs that the opposition in 
Jhalabati is breaking, but I hesitate to prophecy at 
present. 

6. The ‘agitators’ are attempting to annoy and 
harass the police in every possible way. The Deputy 
Superintendent had an extremely disgusting 
anonymous letter sent to him the other day* A case has 
been brought against the Sab-Inspeotor of Baokergunj 
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far an alleged petty theft. And finally* Inspeotoi 
Jogesohandra JBhaumik reports that some of the 
leaders here, including Saratcbandra Guha, the pleader, 
are trying to induce a man called Kora Gazi to bring 
a false case against him. 

7. The 'volunteers’ are quiet at present and my 
officers, who are and have been in the mofussil, report 
that there are no signs oi them. This, I think, is due 
partly to lassitude, partly to fear of getting into trouble 
criminally. Humour, however, says that Aswini Baba 
intends restoring and reorganising the 'volunteers’ 
movement, and in view of his uncompromising attitude 
I think this is quite likely to be true. 

8. There can be no doubt that the quartering of 
additional police in affected areas is a most salutary 
measure and the one whioh the 'agitators’ dislike 
immediately. Another thing they do not understand 
is the secreoy in whioh things are done fu these days. 
Nothing connected with the agitation gops to my office, 
and when the ‘agitators’ find that some new move has 
been decided on he is both startled and frightened. The 
local newspaper had an article about me the other day, 
beaded in Bengali, 'Mysterious Magistrate’. I 
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cannot trust a single Hindu amla in my office'aV the 1 
present juncture. 

9. The Amua case is interesting and instructive 
as showing the lawless spirit engendered by the 
agitation and proving that a strong undercurrent oi 
disloyalty still exists. The following faots whiob 
transpired during cross-examination is significant: 
One of the Volunteers’ saw among the articles 
displayed for sale in a certain shop looking-glass with 
the king’s head on it, “what do you mean,” he Baid, 
“by having such a thing in your shop ?” and 
promptly smashed it. It is note worthy that one of 
the accused is Nisikanta Bose’s brother. 

10. The son of the Snb-BegiBtrar of Bowfal, one 
Hari Prasad Gkiha Bai, of Banaripara is said to have 
been one of the ring-leaders in the recent rioting and 
assault case in Bowfal. He Is a thorough scamp and 1 
has come into prominence as a youthful 'agitator’. His 
father is to retire in this antnmn, and the yonng man 
will then be removed, unless he is in jail by 
that time. 

11. As an eoho of the oomplaints against thtf^ 
Oarkha^dnstnucthre as/ievidenaisg the inioten*> and 
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provocative attitude of the Barisal boy. There comes 
a counfcer-oomplaint this week from the Gurkha 
Subadar, accusing Zillah School boys of shouting 
insults at hiB Belief Treasury Guard after they had 
passed marohing to and from barracks. The Deputy 
Superintendent of Police was also shouted at as he 
passed the Technical School. In my reply to the 
complaints of the boys and teachers I warned them to 
adopt a less impudent demeanour and to avoid 
provoking the hot tempered little Gurkhas, and I shall 
speak to the Headmaster. He, however, is a shifty 
fellow and very untrustworthy, and I think a transfer 
would he good for him. 

12. Mr. Pulford arrived the day before yesterday 
and has taken his men in hand at once. Plenty of 
work will be very good for them and keep them out of 
mischief. 

P. HUGHBS-BULLER 
Prog. Ill 

No. 349-C., dated camp office, the 10th August 
1007. 

From —The Honourable Mr. H. Le Mesurier, 
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0.1. E., I. C. 6. Officiating Chief Secretary 
to the Govt, of E. & A. 

To—The Secretary to Govt, of India, Home 
Department. 

With reference to yonr telegram No. 1862-Pablio, 
dated 22nd July, 1907,1 am to express regret that 
the passage in Mr. Hnghes-Bnller’s diary, which wae 
forwarded with my letter No. 233-C, dated 12th July, 
1907, and to which exception has been taken by the 
Govt, of India, was not commented on in the covering 
letter. 

2. The orders of the Govt, of India in the matter 
of the sale of Liverpool Salt have always been 
understood by Sir Lancelot Hare, and his officers 
have been instrnoted accordingly. In the present 
instance, the Collector of Barisal states that it bad 
been represented to him by a Mabommedan Deputy 
Magistrate in Pirojpur that Liverpool Salt oould only 
be obtained with diffionlty, and that the* 
Mahommedans were, in conseqnance, suffering a. 
certain amount of hardship. He found two 
shopkeepers who were willing to sell this salt, and 
with the permission of the District Magistrate he* 
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arranged for their protection in bo doing. Shortly 
afterwards, complaints were made that the salt sold 
by these two men was inferior, and the Court ol 
Wards Manager was approaohed by another shopkeeper 
who said that he wished to open a Bhop for the sale of 
snoh salt, but could not obtain a site. As the Pirojpnr 
bazar belongs to the Court of Wards, the Manager was 
able to help him, and eventually procured for him a site. 
There has been no question of this shop being either a 
Govt, shop, or being conducted under Govt, auspices. 

3. In this connection, I am to invite attention to 
the paragraph which have appeared in the Calcutta 
newspapers of 22nd July* notably the Amritabazar 
Patrika, headed ‘An Official Move at Kirtipasa,’ in 
which it is asserted that a Mahommedan Deputy 
Magistrate of the Barisal Distriot endeavoured t6 
induce a certain Panohayat to open a salt shop at that 
place. The only foundation for this assertion is that 
in the course of various enquiries, this panohayat^ 
who is a shopkeeper, was asked if he sold Liverpool 
Sait, and said that he did not owing to the influence 
of the loeal Zamindar. This w&b the beginning and j 
en&ohthe enquiry on this point. 



Echo of Aswlnikumar's Deportation 193 

Some Deptt. Political Deposit. 

November 1909. No. 6. 

Subject 

Dossier of State prisoner Aswinikamar Datta. 


No. 4372- S.B., dated the 10th December 1908 
From—H. Lemesurier, esq., C. I. B, I. O. S., offg. 
Chief Secretary to the Government of the 
Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

To— The Secretary to the Government of India, 
Home Department. 


Pub. Poll A. t Augt1907 , Nos. 106-111 
In continuation of my letter No. 4370-S. B., dated 
the 9th instant, I am directed again to submit, for the 
consideration of the Government of India, the 
propcsal that Babu Aawinikumar Datta of Barisal in 
the district of Bakarganj, Zemindar and proprietor ofl 
the Braja Mohan Institution in that town, should be 
placed under confinement as a State Prisoner under 
the Provisions of Regulation III of 1818 which was 
originally made in this Government’s letter No. 
206-C., dated the 3rd July 1907, and was negatived 
13 
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by the Government of India in their letter No. 1796 r 
dated the 17 th July 1907. 

2. I am to Hay that before renewing this proposal 
the Lieptenant-Govemoi has given the fullest trial to 
the alternative measures recommended by the 
Government of India. Tbo armed Police Reserve 
has been permanently increased to 100 men ; an 
equal number of the Military Police is now stationed 
at the Head Quarters aed an Additional and an 
Assistant Superintendent of Pclice as well as an 
Additional Magistrate have been added to the staff. 
Moreover, at three centres in the district additional 
police were posted for nearly a year at the cost of the 
inhabitants under section 15 of the Police Act. 
Action uuder section 107 and section 144 of code of 
Cqminal Piocednro has been freely resorted to and 
in some cases successful prosecutions have been 
boppd over out under sections 124 A, and 153 A, or 
seditious persons have hern carried to good behaviour 
under section 108 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
Lastly, $ plose and assiduous watch has been kept on 
the movements of Aevyinikumar Datta and bis 
prippip§l fpllp^ers £>nd the results haye appqared 
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from week to week in the abstracts of Police 
Intelligence and in special reports to the Government 
of India. 

Pub Poll A., Augt. 1907. Nos. 106-111 
3. It has not been found possible during this 
period to institute against him any prosecution under 
the Regulation of Meetings Ordinance or under thtr 
Seditious Meeting Act. Indeed he was hardly in 
Bakargunj at all during the period for which that Act 
was enforced in the district, having left in December 
1907 to attend the Indian National Congress at Surat 
and thereafter been almost continually absent, 
ostensibly on the ground of his health or to conduct 
negotiations with the University regarding the 
affiliation of his college. It may be noted with 
reference to paragraph 8 of this Government letter of 
last year that most of this absence was spent in tho 
Bombay Presidency, that at the time of the break up 
Poll. A . Octr. 1908 , Nos 61-103. 
of the Surat Congress Babu Aswinikumar Datta took 
the aide of Mr. Bal Gangadhar Tilak and that tho 
reports of hia movements daring his stay in Bombay 
show him to have been in dose communication with 



196 Echo of Aswinikumar’s Deportation 

4:hat dangerous and now convicted disloyalist and with 
Mr. Khaparde and others of his associates. 

4. Babu Aswinikumar Datta retnned to 
Bakarganj in July last and atonce renewed bis 
political activity, addressing a boycott meeting in that 
month and presiding at the Barisal Conference and at 
a meeting of sympathy with Tilak on his conviction 
in August. In September and October he presided at 
boycott meetings,—one of whiob, at Chandrakar on 
the 12th October, he turned into a demonstration in 
honour of Durgamohan Sen, the oonvioted editor of 
the Barisal Hitaishi. On the 16th October he held a 
‘boycott’ and ‘anti-partition’ demonstration at his 
home in Batajore, during which a speech of sympathy 
with Tilak and Chidambaram Fillay was made. At 
this demonstration two of the participators 
commenced singing a song asking the audience ‘to 
gain their independence by the aid of the sword’ but 
were stopped by Aswinikumar Datta, with the remark 
u the time had not yet come for such songs.” 

Finally, when Durgamohan Sen, the editor of the 
Barisal Hitaishi was released on the 2nd November by 
His Majesty’s clemenoy from ^ the imprisonment to 
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which he had been sentenced under sections 124A,, 
and 163-A of the Indian Penal Code, Babn 
Aswinikumar Datta presided at a public meeting in 
his honour, presented him with a garland, extolled 
his ‘firmness’ and ‘self-sacrifice’ in a speech in which 
bo asked old and young to follow the example of 
Dnrgamohan Sen and wished that there were hundreds 
of young men like him and finally laid bis hands on 
bis head and blessed him. Tbrough out the proceedings 
it was recognised that Asswinikumar Datta had been 
Durgamohan’s leader and chief, and it appears certain 
that the former or his associates are the real governing 
agency of the BarUal Hitaishi. Evidence has 
recently been obtained in connect’on with the 
proceedings under section 108, Criminal Procedure 
Code, against Mukundalal Das, jatrawalla, reported in 
my letter No. 4337-S. B. of the 29fch November* 
which clearly &hows that Babu Aswinikumar Datta 
is the patron and employer of this seditions and ribald 
anti-British sedition-monger. 

5. It is not, however, the individual overt acts 
of Babu Aswinikumar Datta which have compelled 
the Lieutenant-Governor to recommend bis being 
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placed trader confinement. Bo far as these are 
concerned the case against him is less strong than 
it was when the former recommendation was mad#. 
Setting aside his absence for six months or morg^ 
there has been nothing so pronounced as the speeches 
made last year during the ‘preaching tour’ which wab 
the immediate cause of the first proposal. Indeed 
it may be admitted that during the interval Baba 
Aswinikumar Datta’s actual participation in the 
seditious and revolutionary movement which he 
himself initiated has been less ostensibly energetic 
and the language of bis speeches less violent than that 
of his principal Lieutenant, Babu SatischandrA 
Chatterjee and others of his disciples and associates. 
It is because Babu Aswinikumar Datta continues to be 
in faot and name the head of the two organisations 
which perpetuate unrest and are preparing seditious 
outbreaks in Bakarganj, and whose operations he 
directs and controls,—whoever may be for the time 
being the ostensible promoter, that his removal froth A 
scene where he oan always find a fresh Lieutenant, 
should one be taken away, is necessary to restore peace 
to the district. 
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6. These two organizations are, as was stated last 
year, the ‘Swades Bandbab Sarniti’ and the ‘Brafa 
Mohan Institution.’ Some account of the operations 
of the former will be found in the notes on Bsfcbh 
Satischandra Chatterjee enclosed with my letter No. 
4370—8. B., of the 9th instant, already cited and a 
full account of the Brsja Mohan Institution it 
concerned in the history of it which is appended to 
this letter. Of the Institution the Lieutenant 
Governor has no hesitation in repeating the District 
Magistrate’s remarks of last year that “It has been 
the centre and ‘hub’ of the agitatation since the 
Partition” that it is “a nursery of volunteers” and 
sohool for sedition and disloyalty passive as yet but 
presenting immense possibilities of activity” and th&i 
*‘the gravest and most Serious aspect of the evil lies 
in the fact that the future generation is therein being 
taught to hate everything British with a great and 
deadly hatred.” From this Institution are recruited 
the officers and the rank and file of the ‘Bwadesh 
Bandhab Samiti.’ The vigorous measures oi 
Government have somewhat reduced the outward 
manifestations of their activity but the frequent 
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exeroise of ‘lathi* and dagger play and the occasional 
public exhibitions of them show that the spirit ia 
unaffected. Information has been reooived from the 
Calcutta Police (and ou being questioned has been 
deliberately reaffirmed ) that bullets were being oast 
for and sent to the Barisal ‘Swades Bandhab Sarniti’ 
by a type founded in Calcutta, and altogether there can 
be no uoubt that the Society, with its 159 branches 
in Bakarganj alone, iB a revolutionary organization 
designed and trained for an eventual rising against 
the British Government. Of both those organizations 
it has been shown in my previous letter that Babu 
Satischandra Chatterjee i.s the most active and ablest 
executive officer, but of both Babu Aswinikumar 
Datta is the titular head and the actual founder and 
organizer. That he could if he chose dismiss 
Satischandra Chatterjee from his professorship in 
the college and has not done so and that he allowed 
him ( alter a resignation which is believed to have 
been a mere blind) to perform the function of 
Secretary of the Samiti in his own presence, are clear 
proofs that he approves of Satis Babu’s action and taken 
with his own position to both thesp institutions, the 
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faot that Satisobandra Obatterjee has continued their 
action on the same lines on which be himself formerly 
conducted it shows that Aswinikumar Datta is still 
the guiding mind and Satisehandra still as formerly 
only the Lieutenant though the first and ablest oi 
several. 

7. Among the professors and teachers oi bis. 
college Babu Aswinikumar Datta can always find 
men devoted to himBelf and ready to carry on the task 
under his direction, should Satischandra Chatfcerjee 
be removed but none are so able or so fanatical as 
the latter and though it is now late and the 
orzanization may only too possibly have been so far 
completed that others may carry on the work without 
them, it may be hoped that the simultaneous removal 
of the chief and of the first Lieutenant may prevent 
its further development. 

8. The stago last reached in the operations of the 
‘Baudhab Samity’,—the visits of its Inspectors ta 
markets where foreign goods are sold, followed by the 
posting of notices threatening the bnrning of shops 
and recently at Goila Bazar, by actual arson,—have 
established snob terror among law-abiding people* 



.202 Echo of Aswinikumar’s Deportation 

that in order to restore their confidence in the powei 
of Government to protect them, as well as in ita 
knowledge of and intention to punish their oppressors, 
tho Lieutenant-Governor is compelled to make the 
same recommendation in regard to Babu Aswini- 
kurnar Datta as he has already made in regard to 
B ibu S vtiscbandra Chatterjee and some others and 
to suggest that the same restrictions be applied to him 
when in confinenment. By making these proposals, 
however, I am to say that Sir Lancelot Hare does 
not imply that there is any need of amending 
legislation which the Government of India has under 
its consideration. On the contrary his only doubt is 
whether tbe proposed amendments will be found to go 
sufficiently far. The present recommendations are 
made in tbe hope that when these persons, who have 
so completely established a dominion of terror over 
the public mind that no evidence is to be Bad of the 
extent and ramifications of tbelr organization and its 
relations to violent crime, are restrained from the 
exercise of that dominion, it will be possible to 
oonduot successfully those enquiries and judicial 
proceedings to which, slow and tedious as they must 
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be, His Honour looks for the eventual restoration bf 
peace and order. 

Brcija Mohan College , Barisal 
Naratne of events showing the participation of itfc 
Professors and Students in political agitation. 

From the autumn of the year 1905 until the 
present time the proprietor, staff, and Btudents of thd 
Braja Mohan College, with its connected High School 
( known collectively as the Braja Mohan Institution ) 
have taken so prominent a part in political events; 
and assumed bo leading a place in political 
organization, as to convert this edncational institution 
into a centre of political agitation. The first public 
demonstration connected with the Partition of Bengal 
was intimately associated with the Braja Mohan 
College, and as early as October 1905, the then District 
Magistrate remarked that it was unfortunate that the 
proprietor of the Institution had allowed it to become 
a centre, and its teachers and students ( as such, and 
not as individuals ) the agents of political propaganda. 
From that time onwards, the proprietor and the 
professors of the College were constantly engaged in 
promoting and speaking at publio meetings, both at 
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Barisal and in the interior of the District. Whilst a 
political organisation with wide ramifications centred 
round the College, and those connected with the 
Institution figured prominently in each successive 
soene of political excitement. This situation 
continued without change until, in May 1907, the 
Government of India issued a circular of advice and 
warning, pointing out the danger of education which 
was arising from the intrusion of politics into the life 
of colleges and schools. The Braja Mohan College 
neglected the advice and disregarded the warning, for 
although the issue of the Regulation i Meetings 
Ordiance, which oocured shortly afterwards, somewhat 
altered the direction of its activity, the conduct of the 
College showed no sign of improvement. Soeret 
meetings, sometimes under the auspices of the 
proprietor of the Institution and largely attended by 
members of its staff, took the place of public addressee 
the College and School continued to figure 
prominently in the political demonstrations of the 
town. 

In June 1907, the Director of Public Instruction 
issued a formal letter of warning and asked for an 
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assurance, which the propritor deolined to give, 
that the Institution would be conducted in future in 
accordance with the principles indicated by the 
Government of India. This definite individual 
warning proved to be of no greater effect than the 
general admonition of the Government of India, for 
constant reports have been received which indicate 
ciearly that the principles which should govern 
student life are still constantly violated or ignored. 

2. The remarks made in the above paragraph 
may be illustrated by abundant detail. In the first 
place, it should be explained that the College and 
Sohool are so intimately associated that it is not easy 
to differentiate between the actB of one or the other 
part of the Institution. The present narrative is 
intended primarily to deal with the College and a 
separate narrative is appended relating to the Sohool. 

3. The proprietor of the Braja Mohan Institution 
is Babu Aswinikumar Datta, and it appears from the 
Caloutta Universiiy Calendar that be is also a 
Professor of English Literature in the college and a 
Lecturer on law. Babu Aswinikumar Datta has, for a 
number of years past, held the position of a leader of 
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- public opinion at Barisal and bis influence ever 
his College is paramount. He took a prominent part 
in the movement against the Partition when the 
measure was under the consideration of the 
Government and since then be has been intimately 
associated with every phase of the political agifcaten. 
He is recognised as the undisputed head of the 
agitation in Bakargang District, and as one of the 
most influential leaders in the Bengal Provinces. 
From July 1905 untiil the passing of the Regulation 
of Meetings Ordinance he made a series of public 
speeches, and during many months he offc> n addressed 
audiences at intervals of a fow days. Most of the 
speeches were delivered at Barisal, but he also, either 
personally or by agent, visited many parts of the 
district for the purpose of making oration. Babu 
Aswinikumar Datta was a promoter of the private or 
secret meetings held after the issue of the Ordinance 
prohibiting unsanctioned public meetings, and several 
took place at his house. In his speeches and letters 
Baba Aewinikaroar Datta laid special stress on a 
thorough organisation of agitation and boycott in the 
interior of the districts, and he has taken particular 
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pains with this aspect of the case. He was the 
prime mover in the establishment of the ‘Swades 
Bandhab Samiti’ and he is its President. This 
association for the pursoses of political propagandised 
has its centre at Barisal and m^n branches in the 
interior. A large number of meetings were held 
under its auspices throughout the District previous 
to the passing of ordinance No. 1 of 1907. Babu 
Aswinikumar Datta is also the parent and head of 
the Volunteer movement’ in the Bakarganj District. 
He is further assisted in the task of propagandised by 
paid agents and by the staff of bis College and School. 
His own frequent tours in the mufassil are directed to 
the same end. 

From September 1905 onwards he paid a series of 
visits to the interior, halting at places snch as 
Jhalakati. Dzirpur and Bhola, wnore the agitation has 
been moat pipe, and stimulating the inhabitants to 
prosecute boycott and agitation with renewed vigour. 
On October 27 th, 1905, be delivered a lecture at 
Torki, and while the meeting was in progress 
some of those present created a disturbance at the 
steadier ghat |n connection with the landing of soma ; 
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packages alleged to contain foreign goods. A special 
warning was addressed to him in consequence of this 
incident at the instance of the Lieutenant-Governor. 
His most prolonged and best organised tour was 
undertaken from the 7th June 1907 to the end of 
that month in the Nalchiti, Jhalakati and other 
thanas. He travelled from place to plaoe 
collecting funds, interviewing agitators, and making 
political speeches in private and pubblic. In Barisal 
itself Babu Aswinikumar Datta has taken the foremost 
part in the political events and demostrations of the 
times. In November 1905 he lead out in publio the 
National Proclamation desiring all persons to adhere 
to the agitation against the Partition, and the vow to 
maintain the Swadesi Movement *, in March 1906 he 
was made President of the Beception Committee of 
the Provincial Conference to be held at Barisal; in 
July he was present on the Strand Boad with a body 
of students who behaved in an insolent way to the 
Lieutenant-Governor ; in August he took a foremost 
place in the celebration of the boycott anniversary, 
and similarly, in October, of the Partition Day 
oelebrations ■> in March 1907 he presided at a meeting 
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at which Babu Bipin chandra Pal was the prinoipal 
speaker *, in April, he presided at another speoial 
meeting held in commemoration of the incidents of 
the Provincial Conference of the previous year •, 
on the 16th August, he published on his gate a 
telegram from Babu Bipinchnndra Pal announcing the 
acquital of the accused in the Comilla case, and 
inviting the town to illuminate on the 23rd 
September, an assembly was held at his house for the 
purpose of rejoicing at the acquital of Baba 
Arabinda Ghosh ; in October, he joined other Bengal 
leaders in signing the notice prescribing the ‘Rakhi 
Bandhan’ observances ; and on the 13fch December, 
there was a meeting at his house for the election of 
delegates for the Surat Congress. Babu Aswinikumar 
Datta was in communication with Mr. Tilak previous 
to the last Surat Congress about ‘working of Bengal.’ 
Qe attended tbe Congress and the part he played has 
attracted much public attention. After the Conferenoe 
he returned to Barisal for a few days to give evidence 
in tbe case of Leakat Hussain and has since been at 
Matberan in Bombay. 

Babu Aswinikumar Datta is a friend of Manlavi 


14 
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Leakat HosBain, and he associated himself closely 
with that person during the proceedings instituted 
against him at Barisal for sedition, and which have 
ended in conviction. He is also closely connected in 
matters concerning the agitation with Durgamoban 
Sen, Editor of the Barisal Hitaishi, now undergoing 
imprisonment for sedition and be is part owner of 
the press at which the paper was published. The 
press was made over to Durgamohan Sen for the 
purpose of carrying on the propaganda. He has also 
interested himself in the defence of nuineious cases, 
popularly known as ‘Swadesi’ cases, most of whioh 
ocouLied in connection with the Boycott. He 
patronised Jadugopal Dbar, who toured in the 
Baekarganj District distributing the seditious leaflet 
‘Arya Bbumi.’ He waB one of thu signatories of the 
proclamation requesting the public to join in 
celebrating the release from jail of Babu Bipin- 
ebandra Pal. 

4. Babu Satischandra Cbatterjee, professor of 
Mathamatics and Physical Science in the College, is 
another prominent politician of the Baokarganj 
District. He is Babu Aswinikumar D&tta’s 
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Lieutenant in the political organisation, and i& 
Secretary of the ‘Bandbab Samiti.’ As such, the 
executive conduct of the agitation and of the ‘Volunteer* 
movement Hgb largely in his hands. The ‘Swadesh 
Bandhab Samiti’ and its staff also directs the 
movements of a Jatra Party headed by one Mukunda- 
lal DaB, the object of which is to spread the boycott 
and the agitation. Babu Satipebandra Chatterjee is 
said to be an officer of the ‘Volunteers’ at Barisal, and 
on the night of the 16th May 1907, when an armed 
force of ‘Volunteers’ turned out in Barisal town to 
repel an imaginary attack by Mahommedans, he was 
found in command of a body of those persons. Up 
to the time of the publication of tbe Regulation of 
Meetings Ordinance, Babu Satischandra Chatterjee 
was a prominent speaker at public meetings, both at 
Barisal and at places such as Jhalakati and Uzirpur 
in the interior of the District. At eaoh of these 
places it has been found necessary to station 
additional police for the preservation of tbe public 
tranquility. Be was specially active at the time the 
ordiance was issued. On the 6th Maroh 1907, he 
accompanied Babu Bipiuohandra Pal and Krishna 
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Rao to Jhalakati. On the 24th March, he spoke at a 
meeting at Barisal. (1) On the 28fch March, he left 
for Berhampur Conference. (2) On the 7fch April, he 
spoke at Barisal about the Comilla disturbances. (8) 
On the 27fch April, he addressed a boycott meeting at 
Midnapur in the Farid pur District. (4) At the end 
of April and beginning of May he and Dr. Nisikanta 
Bose visited Jhalakati in connection with the efforts 
to paralyse bade which were being made at that time 
by the ‘Swadesh Bandhab’ Samifei. (5) On the 18th 
May, a meeting was proclaimed by beat of drum at 
Jhalakati under his auspioes to sympathise with Lala 
Lajpat Rai, but the police who had just received news 
of the Ordiance, intervened. After the passing of the 
Ordinance, Babu Satischandra Chatterjee was 
frequently present at the secret and private meetings 
held at Barisal. He has, from time to time, made 
tours in the interior for the purpose of political 
propagandises the maintenance of the boycott, the 
collection of subscriptions, and other political business. 
In these tours he is sometimes attended by 
Volunteers.’ including students. He accompanied 
„£abu Aswinikumar D&tta during part of the latter’s 
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June tour. He has taken a prominent part in the* 
political demonstrations at Barisal, such, for instance 
as the procession and meeting in commemoration of 
the Barisal Conference in April 1907 ; the boycott 
celebration in August •, the demonstration on behalf of 
the convicts in the Amua boycott case in September \ 
the demonstrations in favour of Leakat Hossain in 
September and October \ and the public and noisy 
exhibition of sympathy with the Editor and Publisher 
of the Barisal Hitaishi. who were convicted of 
Bedition in December. He also telegraphed the news 
of Durgamohan Sen’s conviction to different centres 
in the district, and he interested himself in this 
person’s defence. Babu Satisclmndra Cbatterjee also 
takes a part in political affairs outside the province. 
In match 1907, he was a delegate to the Berhampur 
Provincial Conference \ in June, he attended the 
City College Conference at Calcutta where he took a 
prominent part (6) in October 1907, he attended 
the Conference at Calcutta regarding the election of 
a President for the National Congress, and he after¬ 
wards interested himself in the deputation of delegates 
from Baokarganj to the Surat Congress, and himself 
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attended it. He also organised the attendance of 
delegates at the recent Pabna Conference, suggested 
Babu Aswinikumar Datta as President, attended the 
Conference himself, and took an important part in 
the proceedings. 

During the absence of Baba Aswinikumar Datta, 
Babu Satischandra Chatterjee has assumed the 
mantle of bis chief, and is regarded and referred 
to as the present leader of the party of agitation. 
He recently issued a circular on behalf of the 
‘Swades Bandhab Samiti’ calling on its adherents 
to devote themselves with renewed vigour to Swadesi 
and Boycott and to support the Barisal Hitaishi’ 
newspaper. 

Other members of the College staff belong to 
the Bandhab Samity’ and sevaral of them have 
taken an active part in the political agitation. 

Babu Rajanikanta Guha, Principal of'the College, 
delivered a series of political speechs before the 
passing of the Ordience, and he was eleoted a delegate 
to the Calontta Congress. Since the Ordinance, his 
name has not oome to fore, exoept on the ocoasion 
of the last boycott aniversary* Babu Kaliprasanna 
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Ghosh, the Vice-Principal, took a leading part in the 
Partition day celebrations in October last. Among 
the remaining members of the staff Babu Chintaharan 
De, professor of Mathematics, and Baba Satischandrn 
Mukherjee, librarian, have taken the largest share in 
the political work. The former was present at a number 
of the secret meetings already alluded to. In October 
and November last, he gave open assistance in the 
attempted boycott of a festival ( Jatra Party) of 
certain local merchants ( sahas ) who had persisted 
in selling European goods, and of another similar 
party given by the police. He also joined with Baba 
KalipraBanna Ghosh in promoting the last ‘Rakhi 
Bandhan’ celebrations. Babu Satisohandra Mukherji 
made speecbes before tbe Ordinance, and afterwards 
attended a number of secret meetings, at one of which 
he kept guard at the gate. He was one of the leaders 
of tbe rejoicing which took place at the College 
Boarding Houses in September laBt to commemorate 
the acquittal of Babu Arabinda Ghosh. On the 12th 
December, he joined the crowd which escorted the 
editor, the printer and publisher of the ‘Barisal 
Hitaishi’ to jail. He interested himself in the trial 
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for sedition of Jadugopal Dhar and he helped to 
organise the general college celebrations on the release 
of Babu Bipinchandra Pal. 

6. The above paragraphs give some indication of 
the part taken by the proprietor and the staff of the 
college in politics. It remains to describe the 
behaviour of the Institution which they control. 
This may bo done by mentioning some of the political 
incidents which have formed so important a part of 
the life of the Institution and the students during the 
past two and a half yoais. The statement includes 
only the more prominent or significant details of this 
series of events. Other incidents, which are in 
themselves of lesser importance, or which concern 
only one or two students, have been omitted. 

A large number of political meetings have been 
held in the Braja Mohan Institution, and many 
political processions have started from it. In 
September 1905, on receipt of the news that the 
‘Partition’ had been settled, a procession of several 
thousand persons paraded the town of Barisal, and 
halted in the college compound where a meeting was 
held. Towards the end of the proceedings a student 
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burnt a rude effigy of Lord Curzon. On the 7th 
October, another political procession halted in the 
college compound where Partition and Boycott 
speeches were made. On the 21st of October, it was 
reported by the Superintendent of Police that 
students were picketting in the Bari sal bazaar out 
of school hours, and the District M agistrate wrote :— 
“If these illegal acts of interference with trade 
continue after the Pujas, some drastic steps will have 
to be taken which should ho directed towards 
punishing the schools as a whole rather than 
individuals.” On the 1st of December, a political 
procession started from the college and ended with a 
meeting elsewhere, at which Babu Aswinikumar 
Datta presided. On the 20th January 1906, three 
convicts in a Boyoott case w r ere released from jail : a 
procession, including students, met I hem at the jail 
gate, garlanded them and escorted them to their 
respective houses. In April 1906, a number of young 
men turned out as ‘Volunteers’ at the Barisal 
Provincial Conference. They wore unforms and were* 
under the captaincy of Babu Surendranarayan Mifcra, 
at that time a professor of the college, who bad. 
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taken an active part in raising them. In June1906, athle¬ 
tic performances took place at the oollege in connection 
with the Sivaji festival; political speeches were made 
and pamphlets on Sivaji’s life were distributed among 
the audience. From the beginning after agitation, 
cases of rudeness towards persons walking on the 
Strand Road and ether thoroughfares has not been 
infrequent, and in July 1906, students and other 
young men made themselves offensive to European 
ladies and the gentlemen who did not take part in the 
agitation. The police intervened, and in pursuance 
of a decision arrived in a meeting of which Babu 
Abu inikumar Datta was the President, a crowd of 
some hundred youDg men led by professor 
Satisohandra Ghatterjee assembled on the road in 
defiance of the police. The misconduct of the youth 
in question was so flagrant that a public meeting was 

i 

called at the instance of the Nawab of Shaistabad, and 
resolutions were passed condemning the recent 
incidents and forming a vigilance committee to put a 
atop to farther misbehaviour on the part of students 
and others in publio thoroughfares. On the 8th 
Augn at 1906, a political anti-English speech was 
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made at a public meeting at Braja Mohan College *, 
Babu Aawinikuraar Datta also spoke and congratulated 
the lecturer. On the 12th August 1906, a District 
Conference was held at the Braja Mohan College in 
connection with the ‘Bandhab Samiti.' Baba 

i 

Surendranafch Banerji delivered a special address to 
the youths present, and a orowd of boys and students 
accompanied his carriage whenever it went ont. On 
the 6th of September 1906, Sister Nivedita delivered a 
lecture of a political character to the students at the 
college. On the 17bh December 1906, students of the 
Braja Mohan College intervened in a political meeting 
at the Raja Bahadur’s Haveli for the election of 
delegates to the Calcutta Congress. One of the students 
protested against the election of the delegates unlesB 
‘volunteers’ from Barisal were elected to accompany 
them. The Principal and the President of the meeting 
■and the College tried to pacify this student, but he and 
another student said that they were not satisfied and 
they left the meeting shouting ‘Bande Mataram.’ A 
telegram was then sent to Babu SurendranathBanerjee 
to select a few volunteers from Barisal. Another student 
enquired what subjects the delegates meant to bring 
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forward before the Congress. On the 4th March 
1907, Baba Bipinchandra Pal addressed some of the 
local pleaders and students of the Biaja Mohan 
College at the Institution regarding tho boycott of 
English goods. At a meeting held at the Ru.ja Bahadur’s 
Haveli on the 7th Maroh 1907, political lectures were 
addressed to a number of sohool boys, who had 
attended the Entrance Examination of tbe Calcutta 
University by Dhirendranath Chaudhuri, professor 
of the college, Saratchandra Guha, pleader, and 
Nisikanta Guha, a student. The speeches 
commended the teaching of Babu Bipinchandra Pal, 
the boycott, national education, and the avoidance of 
Government service. In April 1907, the staff of the 
Braja Mohan Institution took a leading part in the 
political demonstration held to commemorate tbe 
Barisal Conference of tbe preceding year, and the 

j 

students were also given a share in the celebrations. 
At one political meeting, prizes were distributed to 
the students of the college for proficiency in ‘lathi’ play 
and athletics; at another political meeting, Babu 
Aswinikumar Datta asked the young men to go in for 
phyaioal exeroise and ‘lathi’ play, so4»hat if in futnva 
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‘regulation lathis’ were used against them they could 
retaliate. On the 22nd and 28th April 1907, public 
meetings were held in the compound of the Braja- 
mohan College to disci ]hb the establishment of a 
National School at Bari sal ; at the earlier meeting 
Babu Dhirendranath Chaudhury, professor of the 
college, condemned the existing system of education 
from a political stand point. On the 8th May 1907, 
students wr>e instructed at a private meeting held in 
the Braj i Mohnn Institution before breaking up for 
the hnlidiys that they should practice with‘lathis’, 
preach Swadesi, and see that no European goods were 
used or imported during the holidays. A few days 
afterwards two students of the college with other 
youths were found boycotting and picketing in the 
vicinity of kowkhali. At a meeting held on the 12th 
May 1907, in the Raja Bahadur’s Haveli, at which 
Babu Aswinikumar Datta presided, Surendranath 
Basu, who had recently appeared at the B. A. 
examination from the Braja Mohan College made a 
political speech referring to Lala Lajpat Rai whose 
example ho desired to emulate. On the 16tb of the 
<same month, the armed demonstration took place at 
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Barisal to which allnsion has been made in the 
paragraph relating to Babu Satischandra Chatterjee. 
On the 10th June 1907, students of the Braja Mohan 
Institution were concerned with other youths in a 
street row in which they attempted to rescue a ‘tbica 
gari* driver who had been arrcBted by the police* 
On the 19th June 1907, the Braja Moban Institution 
was closed at 2 P. M. to mark the death of 
Kaliprasanua Kabyabisarad, editor of the ‘Hitabadi’. 
On the 6th and 7th August 1907, the Braja Mohan 
College and School were occupied for the boycott 
auuiversarv celebration. The Institution had a holiday 
on the 6tb, ostensibly to mark its successes in the 
University examinations. Ou that day an unlicensed 
procession, which defied the police and sang political 
songs, started from the Braja Mohan College and 
Boarding Bouses. In this procession, members of the 
staff and students of the Institution were too be seen. 
In the evening, there was a feast arid also a secret ■ 
meeting guarded by ‘volunteers’ ; the staff and 
students were again represented at the entertainment. 
The following day waB the anniversary. Two students - 
burnt Manchester clothes at di|ferent places in the < 
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town. In the evening, some 50 people, including 
members of the staff and students of the Braja Mohan 
Institution, assembled in the Baja Bahadur’s Haveli 
and burnt European goods. They then went to the 
house of the Saistabad Mukhtear, where they bumtr 
more articles with Bbouts of ‘Bande Mataram.* 
Thence they oaine to the compound of the Braja 
Mohan Institution, where Babu Bajanikanta Guha, 
principal of the college, recited a prayer and gave 1 
instructions to continue the boycott. In the course 
of the same evening, members of the staff and 
students of the Institution attended a political 
meeting at which Brahmo ladies were present; the 
proceedings included vows and exhortations, and 
the burning of more European articles. A student of' 
the college, Anantakumar Sen Gupta, inspired by the 
anniversary, sent a virulently worded political article - 
on this date to the editor of the ‘Bari sal Bitaishi’ for 
insertion in that paper. On the 19bh of September' 
1907, Baba Pratapcbandra Mukherji, editor of the < 
‘KaBipur Nibasi’, and a gentleman who has reframed 
from joining in political agitation, was wantonly 
insulted by students of Che Braja Mohan Institution. 
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on hia way home. On the 20th September 1907, 
Maulvi Leakat Hossein, on leaving Baba 
Aawinikumar Datta’s house on his way to court to 
stand hia trial, waB saluted by a band of over ; 100 
students with shouts of ‘Bande Mataram’, ten times 
repeated. On the 23rd September 1907, news arrived 
by telegram of the acquittal of Babu Arabinda Ghosh, 
accused of sedition in the ‘Bande Mataram’ newspaper 
oaso. A local doctor and a student of the Braja 
Mohan School went about the town on bicycles 
circulating the news. During the day notices 
announcing the acquittal, printed by the ‘Barisal 
Hitaishi’ were stuck up on the lamp posts and walls 
by students of the Braja Moban Institution and 
others. In the evening, some two hundred persons, 
including a member of Braja Mohan students, 
assembled in Babu Aswiniknmar Datta’s house to 
celebrate the event. Political songs were sung, sweet¬ 
meats were distributed, and there was continual shout¬ 
ing of 'Bande Mataram’ till past 10 O’clock. Similar 
celebrations with sin^inp, shouting and distribution of 
sweets took place in the f hree Braja Mohan Boarding 
Houses, of whiob one in attached to the college. The 
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Masters of ceremonies were Babns Sibohandra 
Talukdar, clerk of the Brajo Moban Institution; 
Gopalchandra Chatterjee, a student; and Satis- 
chandra Mukherjoe, Librarian, respectively. On the 
evening of October the 1st 1907, Moulvi Leakat 
Hoasain and Abdul Gafur, who had been committed 
to t‘ie sessions by the Joint Magistrate on a charge 
of sedition, were released on bail. A crowd of some 
three hundred persons welcomed them at the Jail 
gate with shouts of ‘Bande Mataram’ and escorted 
them to the house of Babu Aswiniknmar Datta, where 
tbo students of the Brajo Mohan Boarding Houses 
greeted them with renewed shouts. Several members 
of the staff took part in the demonstration. On Partion 
day ( 16th Octobor 1907 ) members of the staff and 
students of the Institution with other persons paraded 
Barisal in small batches persuading shopkeepers to 
clo^e their shops, and tying ‘Bakins’ on the wrists 
of passers-by. Oa the 20bh November 1907, members 
of the staff and students attended a secret meeting 
in the house of Babu Bhabaranjan Mazumdar, a 
teacher of the Brajo Mohan School. On the 12th 
December 1907, when the Editor and Publisher of the 
15 
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Barisal Hitaisi were being taken to jail after 
conviction for sedition, they were escorted ky a 
crowd shouting ‘Bande Mataram.’ Members of the 
staff and students of the Brajo Mohan Institution 
formed a portition of this crowd. In January, Maulavi 
Leakat Hossain was tried on a charge of sedition 
before the Sessions Court and was convicted. During 
the course of the trial a number of students were 
present in or about the court day after day, watching 
the case with interest. On the 24th January, a 
meeting of the ‘Bandhab Samiti’ is reported to have 
been held in the Brajo Mohan College Hall, at which 
both teachers and students were present. The object 
of the meeting was to discuss the question of raising 
money for Leakat Hossain, in case he should be 
sentenced to a heavy fine and subsequently for 
preferring an appeal in the High Court. Mr. R. C 
Sen, Leakat’s Counsel, was present at the meeting 
and he was afterwards entertained at a dinner by the 
‘Swades Bandhab Samiti.’ During February, a young 
man named Jadngopal Dhar was put on his trial at 
Barisal for distributing a seditious pamphlet. The 
accused was believed to have been the dupe of others. 
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and proceedings against him were dropped after he 
had admitted his guilt and thrown himself on the 
mercy of the Grown. During his distribution tour, 
which took place in August, Jadugopal was under the 
patronage of Babu Aswinikumar Datta, who gave 
him introductions to his friends in the mofussal and 
sent him to his cousin, Nalinikumar Datta atr 
Batajore, among others. When the trial came, the 
prisoner’s uncle came to Barisal to look after the 
case. He first interviewed Babu Satisohandra 
Mukherjee, Librarian, and afterwards discussed the 
case with Babu Satiscbandra Gbatterjee, consulting 
them about the defence and the raising of the necessary 
funds. On the 29th February, Satischandra 
Ghatterjee, with a party, including Brajo Mohan 
students, left Barisal by steamer, and after touohing 
at Jhalakati on the way, was present at Sibbari on 
the 1st March, on the occassion of the Sibratri 
festival. The party interviewed the Naib of the 
Sibbari Eutohery, and told him that the volunteers 
would work at Sibbari as they had done in Calcutta at 
the Ardhodaya Mela. They said that no foreign 
sweetmeats would be allowed to be sold and they 
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attempted to realise from pilgrims a small subscription 
towards the Swadesi Fund. The release of Baba 
Bipinchandra Pal was not allowed to pass 
uncelebrated by the Brajo Mohan students. On the 
evening of the 8th March, a socret meeting was held 
in the college presumably to discuss the measures to 
be adopted for a fitting celebi alien. A largo part of 
the night was spent by the studdents in putting up 
decorations. On the morning of the 9ch, the Biajo 
Mohan Boarding House was scon to bo decorated with 
leaves, flowers and garlands. As win i Babu’a house 
was also decorated. It had been announced by beat 
of drum on the 8th that a distribution of alms 
would take place. Accordingly rice and karkach 
salt were distributed by Satischandra Chafcterjeo and 
other teachers to some 200 beggarB. A large number 
of students were present at this ceremony. The 
drummer who made the announcement by beat of 
drums is reported to have been engaged to do it by 
two Brajo Mohan Btudents under orders from 
Satischandra Mukherjee. The college authorities who 
are aware that their misconduct is under the consi¬ 
deration of Government, appear to have felt some alarm 
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lest this open demonstration might prejudice their case, 
and Babu Kaliprasanna Ghosh, the Vice-Principal, 
ordered the college daftari to remove the decorations 
from the Boarding Bouse, and reprimanded the 
students for putting them up. On the next day, it 
was found that notices had been issued by the 
students and had been affixed to the lamp posts and 
blank walls of the town announcing that the shop 
belonging to the Vice-Principal was boycotted, because 
he had acted againt the wishes of the students in 
throwing cold water on their rejoicings. 

7. The above incidents Bpeak for themselves, 
and stand in no need of comment. The atmosphere 
of unhealthy political excitement in which the college 
exists renders its influence pernicious to its students, 
whilst the public example of its constant defiance of 
the recognised principles of college discipline is most 
harmful to # the cause of sound education. Students 
of the college or school have attended and participated 
in nearly every political demonstration which has 
oooured in Barisal in the last two years and a half, 
and the example of the Institution baB gone far to 
demoralize not only the boys belonging to it, but 
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also the boyB and youths of other educational 
Institutions. 


Brajo Mohan School 

Narrative of events showing the participation of 
its teachers and students in political agitation. 

1. It is explained in the narrative of events 
relating to the conduct of the Brajo Mohan College 
that the College and High School, formerly jointly 
the Brajo Mohan Institution, have been so closely 
associated in political as well as in other respects, 
that it is difficult to distinguish between the parts 
played by each in the political events that have taken 
place during the past two and a half years. Part of 
! the profits accruing from the school is, from time to 
time, diverted towards the maintenance of the College. 

The Proprietor, the predominating influence, and the 

» 

general tone of the two portions of the Institution are 
the same and the staff and students of each have 
combined in many of the political meetings, demons¬ 
trations and other episodes which are described in 
the college narrative. Whilst, therefore, the two 
narratives must be read in conjunction with one 



Echo of AswinSkamar’s Deportation 231 

another, the following paragraphs deal specially with 
the conduct of the staff and students of the school. 

2. The members of the school staff have been 
hardly leas prominent than the Professors of the College 
in their participation in the more aotive forms of 
political agitation. Many of them are members 
of the *S wades Bandbab Samiti’; before the 
publication of the Regulation of Meetings Ordiance, 
several of them figured as speakers in public political 
meetings ; and since that even several of them have 
participated freely in the conduct of secret or private 
meetings, and in overacts of political agitation. 
Babu Bhabaranjan Majumdar has been second only to 
Professor Satischandra Chatter jee in the activity of his 
political work during the period since the publication 
of the Government of India circular regarding the 
participation in politics of educational institutions. 
He has been present at a number of secret meetings, 
and in November last, one of these meetings was held 
at his house, and was attended by members of the 
staff and students of the college and school. He was 
a delegate at the Berhampur Provincial Conference. 
On the 8th June 1907, attended by students, he mefr 
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the agitator, Maulvi Leakat Hossain, on the latter’s 
arrival at Barisal, and accompanied him to the Dak 
Bangalow. He took part in the boycott celebration 
of August 1907. On the 14th of that month he was 
present at the steamer ghat with three volunteers to 
ascertain the names of the gentlemen who were 
present to welcome His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor. On the 11th September, he sent a telegram 
to Calcutta to give information of the search made at 
the house of Durgamohan Sen, the Editor of the 
Barisal Hitachi. Subsequently, he and other teachers 
of the Institution interested themselves in 
Durgamohan Sen’s defence, partly no doubt owing to 
the fact that Durgamohan Sen had previously been a 
teacher in the school. On the 23rd October, he joined 
with Babu Satiscbandra Chatterjee in dissuading 
guests from attending the Jatra party of the boycotted 
Sahas. On the 4th December, be sold copies of the 
agitator Brahmabandhab Upadhay to studentB in 
claaB. On the 12th December, he joined the 
crowd which escorted the convicted Editor and 
Publisher of the Barisal Hitaisbi to jail. He has 
recently attended the Pabna Conference as a delegate. 
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and is the publisher of three objectionable pamphlets 
entitled ‘Jagaran’, ‘Diksha’, and ‘Pujar-gan’ which are 
referred to below. 

Babu Ramohandra Das Gnpta attended several of 
the private meetings and was among those who 
escorted the Editor and Publisher of the Barisal 
Hitaishi to jail. He is the author of the pamphlets 
published hy Babu Bhabaranjan Majumdar, which 
have been mentioned above. 

On the 27 th August 1907, Babu Mathuranath Sen 
with two students, insulted the funeral procession 
of the wife of the Deputy Superintendent of Police, 
an officer who had made himsolf unpopular in the 
execution of his duty. This teacher attended the 
meeting in the house of Babu Bhabaranjan Majumdar 
on the 20th of November 1907. 

Babu Kalischandra Vidyabinod, Pandit of the 
School, attended several meetings, Babu Rakhal- 
ohandra Chatterjee, Assistant Head Master, attended 
a meeting on the 28th August, and was among those 
who escorted the Editor and Publisher of the Barisal 
Hitaishi to jail. Baba SriBchandra Dasgupta* 
accompanied Babu Satischandra Chatterjee in bit 
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boycott visit to kowkbali in June 1907, and spoke 
there in favour of boyoott. 

3. In enumerating important incidents in whioh 
the staff and the students of the School have joined, 
it is almost impossible, as above stated, to distinguish 
the staff and the students of the school from those of 
the College, and the remarks made under this head 
regarding the College apply equally to the School, and 
as such should be read as part of the present narrative. 
The following, however, are some of the important 
or significant incidents which relate more 
particularly to the School. 

At a meeting held at the Baja Bahadur’s Haveli 
on March 7 th, 1907, political lectures were given to 
a number of the candidates who had gone up from 
the Brajo Mohan School for the Examination. On 
the 12th June 1907, some of the students of the School 
took part in a street row with the police for the rescue 
of a thica gari driver. On the 8th May last, when 
the school closed for the summer holidays, special 
instructions were given to the students to carry on 
the Swadesi and Boycott agitation in their respective 
villages. On the 12th August 1907, the school 
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authorities directed the students of the school to 
abstain from going to the Strand Eoad when His 
Honour the Lieutenant Governor alighted from the 
Steamer, and during His Honours stay in Barisal. 
On September 22nd, 1907, Borne boys of the 7th class 
were found selling the objectionable pamphlets ‘Pujar 
gan’ to which reference had already been made. On 
the 15th February, two boyB of the School, both in 
the second class, stuck up notices inviting the public 
to refrain from buying ‘batasha* cakes because they 
are made of foreign sugar. 

4. A school conducted on the lines indicated in 
this narrative rnuBt have an injurious influence over 
the minds and characters of its pupils, and its 
example must have an evil effect on other schools. 
The whole atmoBphare of the school is permicious to 
immature minds ■, the College is recruited from the 
School, and it is manifest from the remarks whioh 
have been made in the separate narrative that the 
aggregate results are disastarous. In June last, the 
Director of Public Instruction, issued a formal warning 
to the school in conjunction with the college, and 
asked for an assurance that the reoognized principles 



236 Echo of Aswinikumar's Deportation 

would in future be observed. When that assurance 
was refused, the award of Government scholarships to 
the Institution was withheld, but this mark of 
displeasure unfortunately failed to secure an 
amendment of the conduct of the Bchool. 


Brajo Mohan Institution 
Memorandum 
1908 

1. On the 9bh of March, Sa.tischu.ndra Chatterjoe 
sent a wire to Bipinchandra Pal congratulating him 
on release from jail. 

2. On the 18th of March, a meeting was held at 
Aswini Babu’s house, some of the students being 
summoned. They were warned by the Head Master 
Jagadis Mukherjee that Government were trying to 
abolish the Institution and that they must be more 
oareful of their conduct in future. 

3. On the 22nd of March, Satischandra 
Ghatterjee attended a secret meeting at which the 
growing tendency of merchants to import foreign 
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goods was disonssed. Previously on March the 196b, 
he had been at Pirojpur collecting subscriptions for 
the National School at Barisal. 

4. On the 20th March, he visited Jhalakati; and 
met some of the shopkeepers there. Among the 
questions discussed was that of the importation of 
‘bilati’ goons. It was also proposed that ‘Bande 
Mataram’ subscriptions should be raised to pay for the 
additional police. Ahortive attempts were made to 
win over one Uajanikanta Roy, a shopkeeper, who 
had held out against the boycott and has been selling 
European goods. 

5. On tho 11th of April, he wont to Calcutta, it 
is believed, in connection with the appeal of Leakat 
Hossain. 

6. A number of Brajo Mohan students were 
present at the reception of Asutosh Bagchi, printer of 
the Bariaal Hitaishi, on bis release from jail on April 
11th. During the month of May, both masters and 
boys of the Brajo Mohan Institution were much 
occupied with ‘lathi’ play in whioh they indulged in a 
fiold near Barisal. 

7. On may 8th, Satisohandra Chatter jee paid 
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another visit to Jhalakti and instructed the students 
there to boycott English goods. 

8. There were public meeting at the Raja 
Bahadur’s Haveli in May and June, at which large 
numbers of the Brajo Mohan students were present. 
Meetings were held on May 24bh, June 7th and 
June 14th. The issue of the Barisal Hitaishi 
of May 11th, published a list of subscriptions 
realised for the establishment of a National School. 
The list appears over the name of Satischandra 
Chatterjee. 

9. In the Hitaishi of June 15tb, 1901, it is stated 
that Rs. 550 was received from 300 families of the 
‘Swades Bandhab Samiti’ on account of the additional 
police tax. The paragraph goes on to state that 
Satischandra Mukherjee and Taranikanta Sen ( both 
of the Brajo Mohan Institution ) had been at Uzirpur 
and had composed certain differences. From other 
sources it is known that a meeting was held at which 
methods of distribution were discussed. It was 
further reported that several people paid up the tax 
after receipt of the money. 

10. There is conclusive proof that Bhabaxanjan 
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Majumdar was until recently the local agent of all 
the most seditious papers. 

The list includes— 

‘Sandhya-.’ ‘Jugantar’ 

‘Bande Mataram.’ ‘Navasakti.’ 

His paid agent for their distribution, Basanta- 
kumar Sil has been bound down under section 108, 
Criminal Procedure Code, to be of good behaviour, 

11. The iBoarding Houbo attached to the Brajo 
Mohan Institution used to subscribe to the‘Navasakti*,. 
‘Bande Mataram’ and ‘Jugantar’ and continued 
subscribing until lately. 

12. Rajanikanba Guba of Brajo Moban Institution 
was at Dacca on the 27th May and believed to be 
collecting subscriptions for Arabindo Ghosh. 

13. On the 28th May, it was reported by the Sub- 
Inspector of Sarupkati that Girindranath Chakravarty 
a Brajo Mohan student, on going home for the 
holidays, was inciting the people of Kachua and 
Baisari to boycott. 

14. On the 20bh June, Satis Babu delivered a 
SwadeBi lecture at Dacca. 

16. On the 24th June, a warning post-card was 


1 
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sent to Nilratan Thakur saying he would be boycotted 
if lie allowed one Bhnban Mohan Das Gupta 
( described as a traitor to the country ) to live in hiB 
compound. The post card was signed by the Secretary 
of the Bandhab Satniti, i. e., Satischandra Cbatterjee. 
Bhuban Mohan Das Gupta is the Secretary of the 
Kabindra College at Goila, which bad received the 
Magistrate at the beginning of the month. 

16. Early in .luly, Satischandra Mukherjee was 
collecting funds for the defence of Arabindo Ghosh 
and among others Pratapnanda Bhattacharjya and a 
clerk of the Steamer office was asked for a subs¬ 
cription for the purpose. 

17. On the 19th of July, Satischandra Chatterjee 
with Surendraehandra Ghosb, a student of the B. A. 
class of the College was at Jhalakati. He attempted 
with the teachers of the Jhalakati School to hold a 
meeting in the compound of the Bhukailaa Wards 
Estate kutejaari, but the Tahsildar objected. In the 
end the gathering had to be ordered to be dispersed 
under section 127, Criminal Procedure Code, by the 
Police Sub-Inspector of Jhalakati. With shouts of 
‘Bande Mataram* the party moved elsewhere and 
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here Satis Babu delivered an address exhorting them 
not to use British goods. He also nttered threats 
against the landlord of the Bhnkailas Kutohari and 
told the audience that they must so conduct 
themselves that the landlord would be compelled to 
grant them the right. 

IS. On the 20th of July, Aswinikumar Datta 
during the course of his speech before 250 persons at 
the Hindu Dharma Kakshini Sabha in referring to the 
present condition of this country, drew attention to 
the fact that the Japanese, the French, and the 
Americans had tried for independence. He also said 
that strong and powerful foreigners should not be 
allowed ingress into the dominions of a weak nation 
as had been the case in India. 

19. On the 1st of August, a ‘harilut’ was held in 
the Bra jo Mohan College Boarding House by the 
students for the welfare of B. G. Tilak then in jail. 

20. On the 2nd of August, Aswinikumar Datta 
presided at a publio meeting at which a resolution of 
sorrow and sympathy with Tilak was passed. An 
objectionable speech was made by him. He was 
supported by Satisohandra Ghatterjee, Bhabaranjan 

16 
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Majumdar and other Brajo Mohan teachers. Several 
Brajo Mohan students came to the place of meeting. 
Though these under the instructions of Satischandra 
Chatterjee left the Haveli before the proceedings 
commenced, they stood out Bide the gate and gave 
thundering shouts of ‘Bande Mataram.’ A few 
students actually joined the crowd in the Haveli. 

21. On the 6th of August, there was a procession 
in connection with the celebrations of the boycott 
anniversary. This waB attended by Satischandra 
Chatterjee, Bhabaranjan Majumdar, Satischandra pas, 
Satischandra Mukherjee, Bakhalchandra Chatterjee 
and a few hoys of the Institution. Some of the boys 
were also seen pasting up notices in different parts of 
the town for the meeting to be held on the following 
day ( 7th ) for the observance of the boycott ceremony. 

22. On the 7th, proceedings commenced with the 
procession at which several teachers and students of 
the school were present. A large number of the 
Brajo Mohan students attended the meeting which 
followed. At the close of the meeting Jogneswar Bur, 
a Brajo Mohan student and others burnt on the spot 
a coat made of Bnglish cloth. 
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23. On the 9th of August, Bhabaranjan 
Majumdar and some students of the Brajo Mohan 
Institution took part in a boycott meeting at the Baja 
Bahadur’s Haveli. 

24. On the 11th of August, notices expressing 
grief at the execution of Khudiram were pasted by the 
Btudents of the Brajo Mohan. Most of the Hindu 
students on this day attended the Institution bare¬ 
footed and some fasted the whole day. The teachers 
did not teach and some of them, namely Bhabaranjan 
Majumdar, Taranikanta Sen, Satis Das, Pearymoban 
Das, Kalis Pandit and Kaliprasanna Ghosh, vice- 
principal, attended the school barefooted. 

25. The Barisal District Conference for 1908 
was held on the 17th and 18bh of August in the Baja 
Bahadur’s Haveli. Arrangements were made under 
the direct supervision of Aswinikumar Datta, who 
on more than one occasion visited the spot with 
Satischandra Chatterjee, Bhabaranjan Majumdar and 
other teachers of the Brajo Mohan Institution. 

26. On the. 17th. the Conference was presided 
over by Aswinikumar Datta. After he had been 
elected, Satischandra Chatterjee read the report of tbo 
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‘Bwades Bandhab Samiti’. Inter alia the report said 
that the Samiti is a parent institution with 159 
Branch Samities, one of the professed objects of 
whioh is boycott. It was Btated that these branches 
held 860 sittings during the year and that about 80 
persons were actually socially punished by them for 
using foreign goods. The report further expressed 
sympathy with Durgamohan Sen who is undergoing 
imprisonment on account of a seditious artiole that 
had appeared in the ‘BariBal Hitaisi’ of which he 
was the editor and with which Aswini Babu is 
connected. The report also contained improper 
references to Government officers. The character 
of the Samiti may be judged by the following 
remarks made by the Vice-President, Upendranath 
Sen. 

“The Bwades Bandhab Samiti’ was started by 
Barisal and has given the impetus to the agitation. 
Barisal has become one of the first places in India 
as far as swadesi politics are concerned. The reason 
for this is education and the Brajo Mohan Institution 
has imparted education for almost the last 25 years.” 

' Aswinikumar Datta who is also the President of the 
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‘Swades Bandhab Samiti’, then delivered theinaugural 
speech. 

27. The proceedings of the second day (18th ) 
consisted of a series of Resolutions. These included 
two exhorting the practice and continuance of boycott 
and another moved by Satischandra Chatterjee 
expressing sympathy with Tilak, Leakat HoBsain, 
Upendra Datta, and Durga Mohan Sen, Brahma- 
bandhab Upadhya and Chidambaram Pillay who had 
been convicted for sedition. At the cIobc the 
President urged the audience not to give up the 
SwadeBi Movement, stating that he had done his 
duties in this respect. Amongst those present at the 
Conference were 18 professors and teachers of the 
Brajo Mohan Institution and a very large number ofi 
the students of the Institution. 

28. At a further meeting held in the Baja 
Bahadur’s Haveli on the 19th of August, Satischandra 
Chatterjee, professor, Brajo Mohan College, was one 
of the teachers present. Several Brajo Mohan boys 
were present. Some of those present gave an 
exhibition of ‘Lathi’ play whilst two played with big 
knives. 
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29. On the 23rd of August, Satischandra 
0hatterjee visited Jhalakati in connection with the 
proposal to convert the Jhalakati School into a 
National Institution ; and on that and the following 
days he helped to colleot subscriptions for this 
purpose. He also delivered speeches. 

30. On the 30th and 31st August, Aswinikumar 
Datta was at Jhalakati where he attended a meeting 
in oonnectin with the above mentioned object. He 
also attempted to realise subscription for political 
purposes. 

31. On the 13th of September, a boycott meeting 
at the Baja Bahadur’s Haveli was attended by 
Bhabaranjan Majumdar and Sibchandra Talukdar, 
teachers, Saratchandra Ghakravarty and Pandit and 
several boys of the Brajo- Mohan Institution. A 
veiled threat was made against a sweetmeat seller of 
the town selling sweet meats prepared with foreign 
sugar. This was obviously direoted against Syama- 
oharan Ghosh though he was not mentioned by 
name. On the following day, he lodged a complaint 
to the police that four or five students had taken their 
position in the road in front of his shop and prevented 
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purchasers from buying his sweets. One student of 
the Brajo Mohan Institution stuck up a manuscript 
notice on a lamp post asking people not to purchase. 
On the following day the shop was watched by the 
police and two students of the Brajo Mohan 
Institution were detected in the act of pioketting 
the shop. 

32. On the 16th of September, some students 
endeavoured to dissuade some Mahommedans from 
purchasing Manchester clothes alleging that these are 
besmered with the fat of pigs. 

33. On the 20th September, two printed notices 
issued from the ‘Swadesh Bandhab Samiti’ were secured 
—one regarding the boycott of the sweetmeats of 
Syamacharan confiotioner, and the other preaching 
inter alia the boycott of foreign goods generally. 

34. On the 23rd of September, a breaking up 
meeting .( Sarad Sammilani) of the students of the 
Institution was held at the Barisal bouse of Brajo- 
kanta Boy Choudhury, Zamindar of Kalaskati. It 
was opened by boycott songs of the Jatra party oi 
Jogneswar alias Mukundalal De, a prominent agitator* 
The proceedings included mutual exhortions to boycott 
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British goods with the object that the boys who were 
about to leave for their homes should each see in his 
own village that British goods were not used in any 
house in that village. 

35. On the 25th of September, Tarani Sen, a 
teacher of the school, with some other persons, 
visited shops in the Chauk Bazar and took down the 
names and addresses of persons purchasing 
Manchester cloths. Bhabaranjan Majumdar also 
visited the Bazar with the same purpose. 

36. On the 25th of September, another boycott 
meeting was held at the Raja Bahadur’s Haveli at 
which Aswinikumar Datta was a speaker on the 
subject of boycott. Several Brajo Mohan boys were 
present. 

37. On the 27 th September, Satisohandra 
Chatterjee broke his Journey to Calcutta at Jhalakati. 
He was there met by Rajanikanta Chatter jee* a teacher 
of the local School, with regard to whom the 
University had decided that unless he is dismissed 
recognition of the School will be discontinued. 
These two attempted to realise ' subscriptions for 
political causes. 
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38. On the 12th October, a meeting was held at 
Ghandrahar to celebrate the third anniversary of the 
looal ‘Swadea Sammilani’, which is a branch of the 
‘Bwades Bandhab Samifci’ of Barisal, and of which 
Dnrga Mohan Sen at present In Jail under section 
124 A, Indian Penal Code, was the life and soul. 
Aswinikumar Datta attended and at his motion an 
adjournment was subsequently made to the house of 
Durga Mohan Sen in order to gratify the wishes of 
Durga Mohan's father, Sanatan Sen. Here Aswini- 
Babu eulozised the action and self-sacrifice of Durga 
Mohan Sen in the presence of a large number of 
people. 

39. On October 13th, Aswinikumar Datta 
presided at the 22nd meeting of the ‘Mahilara 
Bandhab Samiti’. He and others delivered lectures, 
the subjects urged being the boycott of foreign good* 
and the establishment of a National School at 
Batajore. 

40. The teachers and boys both of the School 
and College took a prominent part in the preparation, 
for and oarrying out of the celebrations of the 
anniversary of the Partition day—October 16th- 
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These were organised by the ‘Swades Bandhab 
Samiti’. Satischandra Chatterjee had returned to the 
town on October 13th before the close of the holidays. 
On the 15th, he patrolled the town with others asking 
individual shopkeepers to close their BhopB on the 
following day. Students of the Brajo Mohan College 
circulated printed notices, over the signature of 
Taranikumar Gupta, a member of the Brajo Mohan 
Institution Committee and others, describing the 
particulars of the procedure to be observed on that 
date. A similar notice was published in the Bengalee 
of 14th October over the signature of Aswinikumar 
Datta. 

41. On the 16th, the proceedings opened with a 
meeting at 8 A. M. at Baja Bahadur’s Haveli in which 
Satisohandra Chatterjee and a large number of 
students of the school and college took part by having 
‘rakhis’ tied. After the meeting Satischandra 
Chatterjee and some students went round the town 
tying ‘rakhis’ on the arms of those persons whom they 
met. Kaminikumar Bidyaratna, Sanskrit Professor 
of the College, was among those wearing the ‘rakhi’. 
In the afternoon Satisohandra Chatterjee and several 
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students of the Institution took part in a procession 
through the town to the Baja Bahadur’s Haveli 
where a second meeting was held. Among the 
remarks made by the speakers were the following : 

“It iB impossible to have favour from a shop¬ 
keeper king ( Bene Raja—in Bangla ). The red 
oolour of the ‘rakbis’ assumed this year, represented 
the drops of blood in human lives to be shed for the 
country either in the field of aotion or on the gal low. 
The speaker added that “no country could be made 
independent without bloodshed.” Bajanikanta Guha, 
Principal of the Brajo Mohan Institution, was present 
at the meeting. 

42. A meeting was also held at the house of 
Aswinikumar Datta at Babajore on the Bame day 
( October 16th ). Several processions converged on 
hiB bouse. He addressed the meeting and read 
the ‘N&tional Proclamation.’ In a speeoh made 
sympathy for Tilak and Chidambaram Pillay was 
expressed. All present at the meeting took the 
boycott vow. 

43. On or about ootober 2lst, Satisohandra 
Ohatterjee went to Amrajuri and realised about 
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Bs 30/- as subscriptions towards payment of the fine 
of Dnrga Mohan Sen. 

44. In oonolnsion attention is invited to the 

/ 

constitution of the Managing Committee. Out of 
eight places one is vaoant, four are filled by the 
members of the staff, and two others by Tariniknmar 
Gnpta and Upendranath Sen who have taken a part 
in politioal agitatiou only a little lesB prominent than 
that of Aswinikumar Datta. The remarks made by 
Upendranath Sen at the Barisal Conference, whioh 
are quoted above, sufficiently illustrate his views. 










